CHRIS HALLUM – Mayor (12/31/11)
ROBERT DAHL, Acting Mayor (12/31/11)
VERN BUNKE, Councilor (12/31/13)
MARK HONSEY, Councilor (12/31/13)
TED ROBERTON, Councilor (12/31/11)

_______________________________________________________________________
RUSHFORD CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
Monday
June 27, 2011
6:30 pm
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS

RUSHFORD, MINNESOTA
________________________________________________________________________________
1.  Call to Order
2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda
3.  Approval of Minutes 

3.  (A) Regular Meeting of June 13, 2011 – see attached minutes
4.  Appearance of Interested Citizens
5.  Notices/Communications/Announcements
6.  Consent Agenda
6.  (A) Approval of Verified Claims  for the reporting period ending 
June 27, 2011—see attachment
6.  (B)  Approval of use of City lot behind fire hall building (former Darr lot) for 
use by Rushford Area Chamber of Commerce to host the Culpepper/Merriweather

Circus on July 28, 2011.  Logistics and utilities have been coordinated with 

public works and certificates of liability insurance have been provided to the 

City Clerk’s Office. 

6.  (C )  Accept the recommendation from the Economic Development Authority (EDA) and in concurrence with the Planning Commission to retain the services of an intern from the Community Economic Development Agency (CEDA) (formerly SEMDC) at an approximate cost of $1,200.00 to compile a report of housing and business lot availability throughout the City.  See attached staff report

6.  (D)  Authorize Administrator Sarvi’s attendance at a training seminar July 13, 2011 in Winona, “Real Tools for Volunteers”.   See attached staff report

7.  Public Hearing
7.  (A)  Open the Public Hearing to consider amending the Rushford Liquor Ordinance to give up the exclusive right of the City for Off-Sale Liquor sales within the City of Rushford and to provide for the issuance of Off-Sale Liquor Licenses within the City of Rushford Pursuant to MN Statutes 340A.
8.  General Business
8. (A)  Consideration of adoption of amendment to Rushford Liquor Ordinance

to give up the exclusive right of the City for Off-Sale Liquor sales within the City of Rushford and to provide for the issuance of Off-Sale Liquor Licenses within the City of Rushford.  Said ordinance amendment becomes effective upon publication.  See attached 

8. (B)  Consideration of starting the process of deciding future use of the Municipal

 Liquor Store Building.  See attached staff report

8.  (C)  Receive update on ARRA funding from Laurie Schmitt and Shane Hastings of 

USDA Rural Development.  The Library Board and Library Capital Campaign Group will also be in attendance to discuss the progress and scope of the library building project.
8.   (D )  Receive an update from the EDA Subcommittee and staff on the proposed financing plan for the Guardian Inn Motel/Community Center Project as discussed at the meeting held this past week with the developer and Merchants Bank, Winona.
8.   (E) Consideration of acting upon a recommendation from the Economic Development Authority (EDA) to accept a settlement offer on the flood recovery loan Marlene Bellock dba Variety Plus.  The offer from Tom Witt/Witt Real Estate, LLC is for payment of the net 10% ($6,841.60) of the Category 1 Flood Recovery loan for the building.  Witt received the building after a default on the contract for deed with Bellocks, but  Witt accepts no responsibility for the inventory, a Category 1A flood loan to Bellocks.  The EDA acknowledges the 10% is the amount any flood loan business would pay on a Category 1 loan and considers the offer preferable to incurring additional legal costs in the pursuit of a different outcome.  See attached staff report
8.  (F)  Consideration of acting upon a recommendation from the Economic Development Authority (EDA) and in concurrence with the Planning Commission to consider a trade of land in the Rush Creek Business Park (.425 acres)  to G.S. Woxland Company in return for a parcel of land on Industrial Drive (Pickle Alley) (.51 acres).  See attached staff report
8.  (G)  Consideration of setting a date for a  follow up strategic planning session. See
attached staff report
8.  (H ) Consideration of nominating and approving the appointment of a
volunteer citizen to the respective board and commission as listed below. Interested citizens are reminded to obtain an application form at City Hall if interested in serving:
1. Tree Board [one (1) appointee is needed]
_______________________ (Unexpired term – January 2012)
2. Joint City/Library Board Project Review Committee [appoint two (2) Council] 

3. Library Board 
· Accept resignation of Darlene Searcy from Library Board – see attached letter of thanks. 
· Appoint Shawn Gorder to fill vacant Library Board position to December 2011.
9.  Ordinances—None
10.  Reports, Updates, and Miscellaneous:  
10.  (A) Tree Board (Honsey)—next meeting July 7th,  7:00 am  
10.  (B) Library Board (Hallum)—next meeting June 27th, 6:00 pm
10.  (C) Rushford EDA (Bunke, Roberton)—next mtg. July ____  , 6:30 am
10.  (D) Airport Commission (Honsey)—next meeting July 18th ,  6:30 pm
10.  (E) Planning Commission (Dahl)—next meeting July 19th,  6:30 pm                                                        
10.  (F) Rushford Municipal Electric (Bunke) — July 20th ,  6:00 pm
10.  (G) CGMC and LMC updates – see attached
10.  (H) Updates/Reports Staff
1. 2009 Municipal Street and Utility Improvement Project – punch list items continue to be completed 

2. 2011 Municipal Street and Utility Improvement Project – work progresses as weather will allow, high water table hindering some portions 
3. 2011 Municipal Improvement Bond – David Drown Associates working on upcoming bond issue Official Statement, management call is scheduled for Standards & Poor’s rating, bids to be received and tabulated at DDA offices July 11th
4. Levee Corrective Measures Project – see attached minutes – work continues on easement paperwork and plans are being finalized for submittal to various governmental regulatory entities for review
5.  Bike Trail Improvement Project – work continues with Barr Engineering and AET to provide required information to the Corps of  Engineers on hydraulics and slope stability questions
6. Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade Project – work progresses on digester site and electrical work – monthly meetings being held with engineers, contractors and staff
7. Electric Utility Downtown Upgrade Project – underground boring work progresses with minimal interruptions or issues
8. Tri-City Planning Committee – receive report on meeting held 6/22/11 
10.  (I) Adjournment
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