REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 24, 2014
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Honsey, Dahl, Bunke, Colbenson
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
A work session planned for one hour prior to the council meeting to review proposed sewer and water rate structures and charges with MSA Engineering was cancelled due to weather and the distance of travel for the engineers.  The session will be rescheduled to the next council meeting.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve the agenda as presented with the additional of adding Resolution 2014-087 authorizing applying for a police department grant.  Council member Dahl also wished to discuss discretionary and/or sending limits.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to approve the November 10, 2014 meeting minutes as presented with the correction of a typographical error.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard at this time with no one present wishing to speak.
The following communications were received:
· Notification of the 19th Annual Parade of Lights to be held December 13, 2014 
Some discussion was held on the new street light poles recently delivered.  The poles did not contain GIF receptacles for Christmas lighting as ordered, but the manufacturer has contracted with Norman’s Electric Svc. to install the receptacles with no additional charge to the City.  Christmas decorations will be installed on Elm and Jessie Street poles and Mill Street will depend on how many can get installed within the next few weeks.  
Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid along with fund summary report for period ending 11/24/14
· Approval of Resolution 2014-087 Resolution Authorizing Execution of Agreement with the Department of Public Safety to impellent grant funded projects on behalf of the Rushford Police Department and to be the fiscal agent for grants covering October 2014 thru September 2016. 
Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the labor contract agreement for IBEW Local 160, Public Works Direction Jeff Copley, to receive the same terms and language as specified for the AFSMCE Local and the non-union staff; specifically three year duration of January 2015-December 2017; Cafeteria Benefits increase $35.00 per month in each of the three years of the contract; wage rate grid increases 2% in each of the three years of the contract.  IBEW has ratified the terms and has provided contract language to the Administrator for review.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve the following resolutions taking action and completing the appropriate documentation on the recommendation of the EDA regarding several Flood Recovery Loans.  The following lists represents the documentation that the five year term has been met, the 75% forgivable installment ($100,000.00) has been applied and the next installment (2 of 5) of the 20% forgivable amount shall now be forgiven with the remaining balance to be forgiven in equal installments until said balance is at Zero at which time the collateral assignments applied to property affected may be removed.
2014-081  Dahl’s Auto Works           12/14/14    $65,514.43 remaining balance $196,543.27

2014-082  Horihan Properties Inc.     12/13/14    $28,555.20 remaining balance $  85,665.60

2014-083  Kitchens/Nordic Lanes      12/13/14   $60,062.00 remaining balance $ 180,186.00

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held on the bids received for the three year cropping lease for approximately 35.18 acres at the Rushford Municipal Airport.  Three bids were submitted with Jim Norstad being the successful bidder at $300.00 per acre for each the three years.  Council members Dahl and Colbenson questioned the bid as being too high as the other bids were in the range of $165.00 per acre.  Clerk Zacher had contacted Norstad regarding his bid, which he verified; stating the hay crop had value to him  Councilmember Honsey thanked Rick Ruberg for his stewardship of the crop land these past years.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to accept the Norstad bid for the three year cropping lease at $300.00 per acre each year.  Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Hallum, Bunke, Honsey, Colbenson.  Voting No:  Dahl.  Motion carried.
Councilmember Dahl asked what was the level of discretionary spending that department heads had prior to getting council approval on projects.  He specifically asked about the park shelter and emergency services building roofing job.  It was explained that project was a hail damage insurance claim for which the insurance company requested quotations be received before awarding the repair contract.  Quotation specifications were sent to ten local contractors with two bids being received ($45,100.00 and $58,800.00).  After review of the quote information, the insurance company approved the low quote and authorized work to begin.  The City pulled building permits for both jobs and the contractor will be meeting State Building Code for installation standards.  Council member Colbenson stated the project should have been split between labor and material to save the cost of sales tax and save the taxpayers money.   As this is an insurance claim, the total cost to the City will be the deductible of $500.00.  
Administrator Sarvi noted that the prosecutorial attorney contract comes due at the end of December; RFP’s for attorney services could be sent out, the City could renew the Springer & Gumbel contract or look for someone else in the area for services.  Colbenson, Dahl and Bunke preferred to find another attorney.  Information will be brought back to another meeting in December.

Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:15 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
November 24, 2014 meeting minutes 

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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