REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 12, 2013
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Colbenson, Bunke  

Absent:  Council member Honsey

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of discussion on the sewer service for the W. John Peterson area.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Dahl to approve the minutes of the October 28, 2013 meeting as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard.  Jason Colbenson asked about the utility hookups on South Burr Oak Street, noting two meetings had been held with the property owners in the area and asking about service connection fees.  As this was a topic already scheduled on the agenda, further details will be discussed later in the meeting.
The following communications were received:
· Support Semcac, Rushford Community Foundation and Good Shepherd Foundation and other local organizations on “Give to the Max Day” November 14th and make the power of your donation stretch even further
· Notification of Mediacom Channel Changes, effective 12/10/13

· Root River Trail Towns Partnership to Host Regional Destination Medical Center in Lanesboro, on November 18, 2013

Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid and to be paid along with accompanying fund summary report for period ending 11/12/13.
· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report.
· Approval of October Police Dept. revenue and expense report.

· Approval of October Police Dept. activity report.
· Approval of Public Works overtime/banked hours report.
· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report.
Upon roll call all voted aye.
Minutes were provided from the Board of Zoning Appeals from a hearing held earlier this same date to consider the request of Green Acres Properties, Mitch Bublitz to construct a new garage with less than the required side yard.  A 7’ east side yard variance is requested for the property located at 503 E. Rushford Avenue.  The new construction will line up with the existing house on the east side and driveway setback from the alley will be met.  The Board reviewed the proposed setback with a neighbor present at the hearing who had no objection.  The Board’s recommendation was to grant the variance as requested as there was no adverse effect on neighboring properties and it would put the property to use in a reasonable manner.  Motion by Colbenson seconded by Bunke to approve the recommendation of the Zoning Board of Appeals and grant to Green Acres Properties the 7’ east side yard variance as described.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Josh DeFrang of Otomo Engineering attended the meeting to present the preliminary plans for improvements to be made to South Burr Oak Street.  Currently several properties are accessed of the end of the street with some parcels sharing a non-compliant driveway.  Neighborhood meetings have been held to discuss turning the shared driveway into a 12’ bituminous surfaced levee maintenance road to allow access to all properties (including two building home lots) and the city levee and to correct drainage issues in the area.  The Planning Commission has reviewed the concept of these parcels being brought into compliance with existing zoning regulations.  Property owners Bruce and Sherryl Brunner, Jason Colbenson and Kenny Highum were in attendance.  DeFrang provided a drawing indicating how the lots could connect to the existing sanitary and water mains and where the City would provide drainage and straightening of the roadway.  During the neighborhood meetings it was discussed that to save costs and dig up the area only one time, they should explore all putting their individual service lines in at the same time.  As this is not a city project, there would be no assessments for the utilities and each property owner would be responsible for their own.  Discussion was held on existing ordinances which spell out that homeowners are responsible from their building to the city main for both sanitary and water service lines.  Those parcels that have never had sanitary or water services will be required to pay the one-time connection fee which is basically a buy-in to the sewer and water systems.  Highum discussed the problem with drainage and how a properly installed concrete swale would correct the situation.  Appropriate easement documents will need to be put into place for the roadway, drainage and utility installations. The Brunners noted they will be starting their new home construction as soon as possible. Both Jason and Roger Colbenson asked again why the connection fees needed to be paid and why the City did not install the services to the property lines.  The City Ordinance and policies were described again.  Discussion was also held regarding the condition of the entire South Burr Oak Street and the eventual need to redo all the utilities and the street from this discussed area north to Park Street.  As part of the overall plan for street reconstruction projects, this could be anywhere from 3-10 years out.  Otomo Engineering was asked to put together an engineering proposal on this extended portion.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke to approve the plans for the utilities, drainage and roadway for the South Burr Oak Street project as described, to move forward on the improvements as weather permits and to continue with easement paperwork as required.  Upon roll call all voted aye
Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to set a public hearing for 11/25/13 at 6:30 p.m. to take public comment on the City’s need to obtain an easement on a 20’ wide strip of land north of Pine Meadows North PUD and south of the Jon Dammen and Mike Dammen properties.  At this time ownership of this strip of land cannot be determined and the City wishes to obtain a temporary permanent construction easement and a permanent utility easement across the land in order to provide water and sanitary sewer utilities from the PUD to the north edge of the Jon Dammen property.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

DeFrang next discussed the W.John Peterson and Beatrice Rislove house sanitary sewer line extensions.  These two property owners will install their own service lines and split the cost of extending the line to connect to the City’s main in Bluffview Court. The Peterson property has the potential for future development of several lots.  The City will take over the main line when completed.  Engineering costs will be shared with both property owners and the City and the City will take care of the easement paperwork and documentation needed.  Council member Colbenson asked if the City should be paying Peterson for an easement on the line.  As this is similar to private developments and as Peterson’s future development of property receives benefit, there is no reason or precedent to pay for an easement for this type of project.
Chief Adam Eide attended the meeting with recommendations regarding Police Department Personnel.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to accept the letter of resignation from Officer Chris Frick.  Mayor Hallum thanked him for his service to the City, and wishing him success in his new job.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Chief Eide had provided a memo recommending that Officer Wade Anderson be promoted from part-time officer to fill the full-time position.  Of the interested part-time officers, Anderson has the most practical field experience as well as seniority.  Eide stated Anderson was trained, qualified, dependable and would do a fine job for the City.  Council member Bunke stated this opening presented an opportunity to consider modifications for services provided by the police department, looking to create more community effort through neighborhood watch programs and so forth.  Chief Eide stated with the growth of area and more demands being put upon the department, we should really be considering having four full-time officers.  Eide discussed the hours of coverage, special events, special needs, training time, on-call time noting that having three full-time officers gives the department flexibility and stability and avoids paying out overtime. He also noted that the police patrol schedule is flexible since those committing crimes do not follow a regular timeline. The Department has recently implemented a Reserve Officer program which has worked out well to provide greater presence in the community, work for special events and to provide valuable training to students interested in the law enforcement field.  Chief Eide reminded the Council how things have changed over the years in regard to hard economic times, variety and severity of drug users, technological changes in types of crimes, scamming of seniors and bullying of students.  Council member Dahl asked about having part-time officers take on the hours of the third officer.  Chief Eide explained again the limited time that part-timers can put in, since they have other jobs and the fact that scheduling would not be reliable.  Currently part-times can cover when full-time officers have sick leave, holiday, vacation or court time and on week end days.  This saves the City money by not having to pay overtime for an off-duty officer to handle routine calls.  Officer Bellock also attended the meeting discussing how busy the department has been and the increased number of calls they must respond to.  He also expressed concern over depending too much on the neighborhood watch program, citing problems and unfortunate events that have occurred in other areas.  Mayor Hallum stated he felt the Council should take the Chief’s recommendation for hiring as it was in the best interest of the citizens and best for the safety of the City.  Council member Bunke stated he wanted to table the hiring recommendation, wanting some time to meet with Chief Eide to lay out a plan regarding other programs and/or other community programs for coverage.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to table the police department hiring recommendation until the next regular council meeting.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to enter into an agreement for Grant-In-Aid Trail Assistance, Maintenance & Grooming Grant Agreement for the Valley Crest Riders Snowmobile Club for the term of October 25, 2013 – June 30, 2014 in the amount of $18,902.40.  The agreement is between the DNR and the City acting as “Sponsor” for the agency.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to adopt Resolution 2013-115 Acknowledging with thanks a donation of $2,000.00 from the Robert Highum family for large print books for the Rushford Public Library.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Colbenson seconded by Dahl to adopt Resolution 2013-116 Accepting the Results of the General Election as held on November 5, 2013.  The election judge summary report indicated 100 people voted for the following positions to be filled:   2 Year Term Mayor – Chris Hallum, 77 votes, 19 write-ins; two positions for a 4 Year Term Council member – Mark Honsey 81 votes, Vern Bunke 52 votes, 45 write-ins.  Certificates of election were presented to Hallum, Honsey and Bunke.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke to approve the renewal of the Contract for Professional Services with Community & Economic Development Associates (CEDA) at an annual cost of $28,274.00 for an average of 2 days per week, contingent upon the EDA’s approval after their review at their regular meeting tomorrow, November 13th.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Council member Colbenson discussed contracting of mowing of city spaces for 2014 having reviewed the time sheets as provided by public works of the hours spent mowing this past season.  Colbenson had put together some cost estimates based on the acreage and time and type of equipment.  Motion by Colbenson seconded by Bunke to put out an RFP (request for proposal) for mowing.  Discussion was held regarding how to define the areas to be mowed, how to breakdown the time to be spent mowing.  Discussion was held regarding how to put together the RFP, having the Public Works Director involved and having Council member Honsey involved as well.  A bid package had been put together last year which could be modified, but questions still remained on what type of information should be provided in the document.  Council member Colbenson then rescinded his motion and Bunke rescinded his second.  A new motion was made by Colbenson seconded by Bunke to direct staff to work with the Council members and put together a document for mowing proposals for the Council to review at the first meeting in January.  Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Bunke, Colbenson, Dahl.  Voting no:  Hallum
It was noted a meeting is scheduled for a day-time and evening session with business owners with Consultant Sally Ryman to discuss the Highway 43 project.
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Dahl that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 9:15 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

November 12, 2013 meeting minutes 

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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