REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 28, 2013
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Honsey, Colbenson, Bunke
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of a report from Charla Miertschin regarding the SpectaculAir event.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the minutes of the October 15, 2013, meeting as presented. Upon roll call all voted aye.
At this time Paul Austin, Executive Director for Conservation Minnesota presented the City of Rushford with an award for our use of Legacy funding for the bike trail project, naming Rushford a Legacy Destination City.  Conservation Minnesota and Minnesota Citizens for the Arts are recognizing nine other cities across the state for their Legacy projects.  Rushford Area Society of the Arts, R-P School System also utilized Legacy funding.  Austin noted that in the first five years of the grant program, 6,000 projects have been funded.  
The Mayor asked if there were any interested citizens wishing to speak with Charla Miertschin, Airport Chair wishing to speak about the SpectaculAir event at the Rushford Municipal Airport.  Miertschin noted public works crews did a wonderful job getting the grounds ready, volunteers were available to provide the various services, the air show performers did a great job, the only problem was the weather did not cooperate and therefore, not all shows were able to perform.  There was good attendance but gate receipts and t-shirt sales were less than expected and that the event will probably end up with a negative balance.   Miertschin noted the FAA representatives were present for briefings and the event was successful in drawing attention and people to the area.  The Commission is looking at another SpectaculAir event in 2015.  The Council thanked Miertschin and the committee members for a job well done.
The following communications were received:
· Mediacom letter regarding channel changes

· EDA October newsletter from U of M

· Rushford Area Chamber of Commerce October newsletter

· SELCO Library Foundation – Give to the Max on November 14th
· MDOT Safe Routes to School Planning Grant – kick off meeting and walking audit scheduled for Friday 10/25/13 with staff, Planning Commission members and R-P School staff and committee members.  The consultants watched kids being dropped off, they were shown the trails, the bridges and walkways to give an idea of the areas to be addressed.
· Reminder of City election, Tuesday, 11/5/13.  Polls open 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

· Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve participating in the Root River Trail Towns/Destination Medical Center Presentation and the Lanesboro Commonweal Theatre on November 18th, contributing $50.00 toward the expenses.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid and to be paid along with accompanying fund summary report for period ending 10/28/13
· Approval of the Snow Removal Policy for the City of Rushford Public Works Department.  Past practice is that the policy be reviewed annually by the City council prior to winter months.

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Josh DeFrang of Otomo Engineering and Jeff Copley, Public Works Director discussed with the Council the final plans and specifications to provide sanitary sewer and water utilities to the Jon Dammen Property.  The plans have been adjusted from the preliminary to reduce the expense.  Legal descriptions and easement descriptions are still pending, however, as there is a disputed area between an existing utility easement located north of Pine Meadows North PUD and the Dammen properties.  Work is in progress to try to determine the ownership of this land and/or what other steps could be taken to cross the property to install the utilities.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the plans and specifications as presented and authorize obtaining quotes for the work.  The City will also need to determine the land ownership or develop a plan of how to deal with easements over that property.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
PWD Copley provided a memo with details and discussed the sale of the 236 Cat Skidsteer with bucket and the purchase of a Ziegler Cat 257 Multi Terrain Loader through a rent-to-own program.  Trade in prices had been obtained for the Cat Skidsteer, but the City of Rushford Village may also be interested in purchasing it.  The proposed new piece of equipment will have more capabilities with the 6-way dozer blade and tracks and will allow public works personnel to accomplish a considerable amount of work that is required on the levee system; along with the normal operations of dirt work, tree removal, snow removal, compost site work, ditching, road work and so forth.  It is recommended to rent this machine for approximately six months and then make arrangements to pay off the balance in 2014.  Between the funds existing in the replacement account, the potential sale of the old equipment and the drawing down of grant funds for man/machine time on levee repair, the cost of the machine should be covered.  Some discussion was held on the type of equipment and its capabilities and uses.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to move forward on the rent-to-own purchase of the Ziegler Caterpillar 257 at a monthly rental rate of $2,400.00 (total state bid price $52,643.00) and to continue discussions with City of Rushford Village for the purchase of the 236 Cat Skidsteer.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Fire Chief Paul Corcoran attended the meeting discussing the renewal of the Fire Contracts with area cites and townships.  The Department has calculated projected costs on replacing vehicles over the next 20 years taking into account timing of rotations for best trade in value.  Chief Corcoran reported a one year contract had been agreed to last March for 2013.  After another meeting with the townships in September, it was recommended that a two year contract be set at the same rates for a total of $59,091.58 each year.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to accept the recommendation and approve the signing of a two year fire contract to cover 2014/2015 at the .016 mill rate totaling $59,091.58 each year.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to approve the adoption of Resolution 2013-110 acknowledging with thanks a donation of $5,000.00 from the Rushford Festivities Inc. to the Rushford Fire Dept.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  Chief Corcoran noted the Fire Dept. intends to purchase a new thermal imaging camera, noting the great improvements in technology for that type of equipment.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve the adoption of Resolution 2013-111 acknowledging with thanks a donation of $250.00 from American Family Ins, Butch Johnson Insurance, Dennis Overland Insurance, Hanson State Farm Ins. And Linda Harahan Insurance Agency for the Rushford Fire Dept. for children’s fire safety promotional products.  Upon  roll call all voted aye.
Police Chief, Adam Eide, provided a memo with details and discussed the purchase of a new 2014 Chevy Caprice Police Sedan package and the sale of the 2007 Chevy Tahoe.  This car would be used by the Chief during day shifts for at least the first year as he puts on less miles than the night shift does.  Ordering a squad at this time would insure one could be delivered in January.  The new squad would require changeover of equipment and new graphics.  State bid price of the Caprice is $27,096.50; changeover, equipment and graphics approximately $8,000.00.  The sale of the Tahoe should bring in approximately $10,000.00 and added with funds already in the replacement fund, should cover the cost of the new purchase.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson to authorize the purchase of a 2014 Chevy Caprice at the State bid price for delivery in January and to authorize the sale of the 2007 Chevy Tahoe by sealed bid process with the successful bidder not taking possession until the new squad car is ready.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Chief Eide also reported he had been informed that Officer Chris Frick had accepted a position with the LaCrescent Police Department.  The position opening will be posted as per bargaining unit contract and the Chief will report back to the Council at the next meeting with his recommendation for filling the position.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve the adoption of Resolution 2013-114 acknowledging with thanks the donation of $2,264.33 from Tri-County Electric Co-operative for the Community Christmas Tree Fund.  Along with the donation of materials and labor for this project, the total contributed by TEC is now $5,000.00.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Bunke to approve the adoption of Resolution 2013-113 Certifying Past Due Billings to the Fillmore County Auditor For Collection with Property Taxes.  The owner of Parcel #06.0417.000 has been given notice that they may request a hearing in front of the city Council on this matter.  As no hearing was requested the City shall certify the unpaid utility charges to the property taxes for collection by the County.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Minutes from the 10/22/13 Planning Commission meeting were provided for review indicating their recommendations following the Loken’s Rushford Inn site plan review.  Several areas were not able to be verified from the preliminary drawings provided and more detailed information will be needed from the architects.  Qualified construction and architectural plans have not yet been provided and the building permit process still needs to be completed.  The survey and legal description for transfer of ownership still needs to be finalized.  The site plan review indicated areas which are in compliance and also areas yet to be confirmed.  The Planning Commission recommends approval pending the clarification and/or correction of areas noted as being incomplete and pending the receipt of the appropriate signed plans, drawings, survey and building permit paperwork.  The Council was provided a copy of the site plan review and platted area.  The Council also received an update that the building plans were being delivered to Construction Mgmt. Services for building permit plan review, they are preparing plumbing plans for State review, that Lokens had entered into a contract with a civil engineering firm to work on the site plan drawing details such as grading, drainage, landscaping, parking, etc.  and that the legal description of the parcel is now complete.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission to accept the site plan review for Loken’s Rushford Inn contingent upon the clarification and/or correction of areas noted as being incomplete.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Dahl to authorize the Mayor, Clerk and EDA President to sign the final documents for the EDA/RLF Loken’s Rushford Inn LLC, Loken’s Rushford Realty LLC Business Subsidy Development Agreement, to include loan agreement, promissory note, mortgage, security agreement, guaranty agreement and transfer of ownership paperwork contingent upon all legal documents and financial information being made available.  It was noted Loken’s are still working on their bank financing and when staff is satisfied all areas are complete the final loan documents will be ready.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The next Tri-City meeting will be held January 22, 2013 and “hosted” by the City of Peterson.
The Feller’s of the Jessie Street Java business have asked for the tree in front of their building be removed as it blocks their storefront and signage.  As the tree appears to be getting too large for the sidewalk it will be removed. Some discussion was held for possibly looking at plans for planters or containers for greenery in the downtown area rather than trees.  
The EDA and RACC have met with Sally Ryman, marketing consultant for the Hwy 43 project.  The EDA will be reviewing a tentative budget in November and a meeting is being scheduled to introduce Ryman to the business community.
Roger Colbenson noted that due to increased sales of flower baskets this year, he will not be needing any additional funding for next year’s flower baskets.  It was also noted that with the Highway 43 project, there will be less baskets required for the downtown area.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:15 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

October 28, 2013 meeting minutes 

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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