REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 27, 2014
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Honsey, Dahl, Bunke, Colbenson
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson to approve the agenda as presented with the addition hearing from Darr’s regarding their water and sewer bill and a Thank You card received from the family of Gordon Hatleli.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to approve the October 14, 2014 meeting minutes as presented. Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Hallum, Dahl, Bunke, Colbenson.  Honsey abstained as he was absent from that meeting.  Motion carried.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard at this time:

Dennie Darr discussed with the Council the water and sewer bill for the D&D Carwash and provided a breakdown of bills compared to number of cash washes sold.  Calculations were provided to show a net cost per wash.  With a fixed REU (residential equivalency unit) for a sewer charge, a lower number of car washes makes that charge per wash higher.  Discussion was held on the fact that the City is currently reviewing both sewer and water rates and will be having another work session on the rates as well as a public hearing before the new schedule is implemented.  Some changes in the calculating of REU’s  and caps to be applied may affect the overall bill for Darrs.  Some discussion was also held regarding methods of recycling or re-using water that could lower the sewer charge if not every gallon goes down the drain.  The Darr’s are encouraged to attend future meetings when the rates are discussed again to provide their suggestions and input at that time.
The following communications were received:
· Notification of Rushford Public Library’s Fall Author Tour at Loken’s Inn Conference Room, Saturday, October 25th  at 1:00 p.m.  Author Erin Hart, “The Book of Killowen”.  It was noted there was a nice turn out for this event and the Loken Inn conference room worked out very well.  All of the books by this author are available in the Rushford Public Library.

· Notification from Mediacom of additional channel line-up opportunities

· A Thank You card was read from the Gordon Hatleli family.  A memorial tree and name plaque will be provided this coming Spring in Creekside Park to commemorate the many years of service Hatleli provided to the community.  

Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid along with fund summary report for period ending 10/27/14
· Notice that Rushford Women’s Group will not draw on the Matching Funds Hwy 43 Grant as they received adequate funding from other sponsorships for their Craft Fair expense (Resolution 2014-078)

Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Rushford Airport Commission is seeking approval of an Astronomy Night activity at the Rushford Municipal Airport, November 1, 2014 as being a new and appropriate activity for use of the Airport. The Winona State University Astronomy Club will provide educational presentations, activities and telescopes.  The Airport Commission is planning on advertising the event with candy on Halloween night and plans to provide hot beverages the night of the event.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to approve the activity and encourage attendance at this interesting event.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held regarding the soliciting of Requests for Proposals (RFP) for a study to update the current and project housing demand for the City and surrounding area.  The study would assess the current housing conditions, analyze sales and rental markets and provide development recommendations.  The City’s current study was last updated in 2008 and needs to be more current to attract and assist potential developers and to apply for grants, tax credits and/or other sources of funding for projects.  MN Housing Partnership offers a matching funds grant for housing studies.  The RFP process does not obligate the City to initiate the housing plan update and selection of a firm could be contingent upon obtaining outside grant funding or other sources.  It was noted if the R/P School Referendum passes, one of the proposed uses for the old building and building sites included housing alternatives.  The need for specific types of housing must be documented to assist developers and to assist in obtaining funding for future projects.  It was also noted that Semcac is still interested in senior housing options at the Himlie Business Park and possibly would like to do a development similar to the housing units in Brooklyn.  Administrator Sarvi noted that the Bluffland Housing Redevelopment Authority covers this area and has the expertise, staff and links to State requirements that would be beneficial and would provide the assistance we need.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to authorize the RFP process to obtain three submittals for a housing plan update.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held on the levee corrective work as identified by the Corps of Engineers to meet their standards for which the City has DNR levee grant funds to help cover the cost.  Requests for quotations have gone out to contractors for the removal and restoration of riprap work at the headwalls, restoration of the ditch and other minor riprap work.  The quotation process was delayed until Tuesday, however, as the Corps of Engineers needed to provide information on the acceptable grade of rock for riprap and an acceptable quarry source.  Motion by Colbenson seconded by Honsey to accept the low quote on this project and to continue to move forward on the required work to make best use of the available funding.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  It was noted a report will be provided at the next council meeting with more detail.
The process for hiring of a police officer continues to move forward.  Thirteen applications were received, scored and ranked as to education and experience and five candidates participated in the oral interview process.  Of those candidates, four will now have background evaluations conducted and an oral interview with the Chief prior to the Chief bringing a hiring recommendation to the Council.  It is hoped that some of the candidates will be able to fill part-time officer positions to help fill out the departmental needs.

General discussion was held on the progress of the Mill Street/Hwy 43 project; noting some concerns regarding the blacktop schedule, the placement of electric wiring for street lighting, timeline for delivery of new electric light poles, Christmas lighting, and sodding and planting of trees planned for next year.  Hydro seeing is taking place in some areas now to hold the soil in place.  Discussion was held on opening up the north end bridge for detour traffic, but it was noted that could still be a congested and dangerous area on Maple Street with all the school traffic and activity of children and would probably not occur until other streets are also opened up.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:20 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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