REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OCTOBER 24, 2016

Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Bunke, Benson
Absent:  Council member Honsey, O’Donnell
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Benson to approve the agenda as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by Bunke to approve the October 11, 2016, meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present wishing to speak at this time.
The following notices were provided:

· Reminder of General Election 11/8/16 held 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

· Invitation to Council to attend Annual Fire Dept. Banquet Meeting on 11/19/16

Motion by Bunke seconded by Benson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 10/24/16
· Approval of Police Dept. Activity Report for September
Upon roll call all voted aye. 
Paul Corcoran, Fire Chief, attended the meeting recommending the appointment of three individuals, Royal Anderson, Christopher Boyum and Nicholas Corcoran for the position of fire fighter.  Each applicant completed an application form which was reviewed for education, employment experience, work related experience, medical information pertinent to the position and veteran’s preference.  The Chief and 1st Asst. Chief Rasmussen and 2nd Asst. Chief Dailey reviewed the applications, conducted written tests and oral interviews, asking and answering questions related to the position.  Training Officers Overland and Smith provided a physical agility test for the applicants.  Chief Corcoran also noted each candidate has had a criminal history background/driving status check and is completing a physical exam.  He also noted that during the first year probationary period the three new fire fighters will be expected to begin Firefighter One training, attend regular training sessions and meetings of the Rushford Fire Department and within two years, complete Firefighter Two training, Emergency Medical Responder (EMR) training and Hazardous Materials training.  Corcoran requested the three be appointed effective November 1, 2016.  The Council discussed the extensive training required and thanked the three for their interest and willingness to serve.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Benson to appoint Royal Anderson, Christopher Boyum and Nicholas Corcoran to the Rushford Fire Department, effective November 1, 2016.  Upon roll all voted aye.
The Trees, Trails and Park Commission provided a draft work plan identifying various actions and tasks under their review.  Also provided was the amended Trees, Trails & Parks Ordinance as currently in place.  Chair Beth Stanford was unable to attend as planned, so Council member Bunke reported on some of the priority items on the work plan.  Emerald Ash Borer – conducting a census of the public
trees to determine the extent of infected trees and utilizing the assistance of RP students; Harvestable trees on bluffs – working on the land ownership, census of trees and possibility of generating funding to help with reforestation efforts, replacing of EAB trees; Landscape efforts for Highway 43 and greenscape work to soften some of the downtown areas.  No specific action was needed, nor funding requested but the consensus of the Council was that this work plan was approved as a good update on the scope of projects being undertaken by the Board.
Minutes were provided from a public hearing held by the Board of Zoning Appeals held earlier this same date to consider the request of Clay Anderson to build a garage with less than the required side yard.  A 5’ side yard variance is requested for the property located at 112 N. Money Creek St. in the City of Rushford.  After review of the property and the request, the Board noted there would be no negative impact on the neighborhood, it would be an improvement to the property and the only item of note was to insure that water runoff was directed to the street.  The Board recommended the Council grant the 5’ side yard variance as requested.  Motion by Benson seconded by Bunke that the Council accept the recommendation of the Board of Zoning appeals and grant the variance request as stated above.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by Bunke to adopt Resolution 2016-056 Acknowledging with Thanks Donations  of $3,645.00 from Sponsors of the Rushford Airport SpectaculAir ’16; Bolton & Menk, Inc., Mead & Hunt Engineering, EAA Chapter 919, Acentek, American Legion Post 94, Rushford Lion’s Club, Merchants Bank, Steve & Valerie Howe, Jan & Steve Boese, Carolyn Dunham and Charla Miertschin.  It was noted these entities were instrumental in the success of the event and there were very many positive remarks and persons enjoying the events at SpectaculAir ’16.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by Bunke that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 6:50 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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