REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 24, 2011
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Honsey, Dahl, Bunke, Roberton
Absent:  None

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented with the removal of 10(g)(8) attorney update.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to approve the October 11, 2011 meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard.  Susan Hart, Librarian wished to correct a statement Councilmember Dahl had made at the candidate forum regarding age of books in the library.  Hart noted that all books and non print items are regularly inventoried, periodic reports prepared and items are weeded out according to the normal library schedule.
There were no communications or announcements on the agenda.
Motion by Roberton seconded by Bunke to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· After clarification of some items, approval of verified claims paid for the period ending 10/24/11.
Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Hallum seconded by Dahl to approve Resolution 2011-049 setting a public hearing for November 28, 2011 to pass upon the proposed assessments for the 2011 Municipal Improvement Project (South Portion of Phase 1).  Council member Roberton stated he did not feel property owners are being benefitted as they had water and sewer before the project.  It was noted that all new lines and service connections are being provided along with street restoration and improvement.  It was also noted when the project was approved and the bonds let for financing the project, the bond was issued specifying it would be special assessment supported.  This project is financed in the same manner as the 2009 Improvement Project.  Notices will be sent to all property owners and notice published in the newspaper of the hearing. Upon roll all voted aye.
Discussion was held on snowmobile routes and access to the downtown businesses.  Council members Bunke and Dahl met with snowmobile representatives, police department and chamber officials to discuss the routes of traffic.  It was felt residential issues of noise, traveling in unauthorized areas and so forth could be alleviated with signage and mapping.  Flyers handed out to all businesses and snowmobilers last year indicated the basic rules of behavior as listed on the city ordinance and indicated an appropriate route of travel. Public works and the snowmobile club have always worked together on signage of trails and approved areas of travel.  Another meeting will be held to discuss potential travel routes in the downtown area.

It was noted that representatives of Rushford Hypersonic will be attending the State of MN, Governor’s Jobs meeting, giving one of the two presentations from outstate Minnesota.
Upcoming meeting dates were listed:  Library Board 11/08/11; Rushford EDA 11/09/11 at 6:30 p.m.; Airport Commission 11/21/11; Planning Commission 11/15/11; RME 11/16/11.
Information was provided for review from the League of MN Cities and Coalition of Greater MN Cities of areas of interest or concern to the City.

Updates on ongoing projects included:

· 2011 Municipal Project – first blacktop lift completed, landscaping work in progress
· Levee Corrective Measures Project – conference call scheduled for 10/25/11, work to start early November
· Bike Trail Project – Yaggy Colby Associates working on changing the plans to meet Corps requirements to send along to DNR for review
· Wastewater Treatment Plant – all on schedule, some design changes taking place, backfill to begin
· Electric Utility Downtown Upgrade –  final punch list items being completed; great improvement to the downtown area; RME will be looking at another engineering for next 5 year plan
· Tri-City Planning Meeting – next meeting scheduled for end of November
· CRV sewer agreement – CRV hasn’t signed contract yet, asking for capital cost figures
· CRV water issue – reported they are drilling various wells and mixing their water to mitigate the radium issue

· Community Center – regional educational group looked at the building as site for office support

Administrator Sarvi provided a review and update of the projects/timelines as identified in the Council’s strategic planning session.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Roberton that the meeting be adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
October 2011 Council Meeting Minutes

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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