REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF TUESDAY OCTOBER 11, 2016
(HELD ON TUESDAY DUE TO MONDAY HOLIDAY)
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Bunke, Benson, O’Donnell 

Absent:  Council member Honsey

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Bunke seconded by O’Donnell to approve the agenda as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by Bunke to approve the September 26, 2016, meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve the Special September 28, 2016, meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present wishing to speak at this time.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 10/11/16
· Approval of Financial Statement and Investment Report
· Approval of PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report

· Approval of Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report

· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report

· Review of quarterly report on coordinator activities from RP Valley Chamber of commerce contract agreement; and the quarterly report on expenditures related to lodging tax funds

· Approval of Wine and 3.2 Beer license for Luis Jara, “Il Luigi Italian Restaurant” – subject to all insurance, paperwork and fees being filed

· Approval of Mayor’s Proclamation Honoring local businesses Minnesota Manufacturers Week, October 2-8, 2016

· Annual review and approval of the Public Works Department Snow Removal Policy with reminder letters being sent to new residents on the alternate side parking streets

· Approval of a subordination request by Riverside Electronic, Ltd. as they restructure and change their banking relationship to Anchor Bank, N.A.  This action strengthens Riverside’s position, while still retaining the City’s relationship

Upon roll call all voted aye. 
Rodd Darr of Darr Realty discussed with the Council a commercial listing contract for the sale of the City’s property at 409 S. Elm Street.  Discussion was held on the terms of the contract, where he would have an exclusive contract and would take care of paying any cooperative buyers.  This commercial property could have a lock-box installed so that other real estate persons could show the building.  A recent appraisal was conducted for the building.  Sale of the building is preferable but a contract for deed is also something that could be discussed.  Darr noted it is not unusual to request accompanying proof of ability to pay for the purchase of the building to help insure the proposal is a legitimate offer.  Darr reviewed with the Council the compensation conditions, agency representation form, rules for communications and minimum commission expected.  The Council discussed listing the property from October 15, 2016 to October 15, 2017 and requested receiving quarterly reports to see if there were legitimate and viable candidates.  The Council would have the ability to negotiate terms and conditions for the sale depending on the use of the building, jobs created, and other financing assistance available through the EDA or other sources.  It was felt that putting this property on the tax rolls and providing for additional jobs in the community would be the best use of the facility.  The Council felt they needed to have the building on the market long enough for potential buyers to plan and prepare.  They also acknowledge that if there are no interested parties, they would need to prepare for some other use of the building to include planning and budgeting.  The Council also acknowledged the obligation to reimburse the State of MN for some of the bonded funds used for the original construction and to explore what options would be available with the State.  Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to enter into a contract with Darr Realty for the commercial listing of the 409 S. Elm Street property for a term of one year with compensation terms as discussed earlier, and with quarterly reports being provided as to the interest.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by O’Donnell to adopt Resolution 2016-055 Acknowledging with Thanks a Donation of $5,000.00 from the Rushford Festivities, Inc. to the Rushford Fire Dept.  It was noted the Festivities Group has a long history of coordinated efforts with the Fire Department which is very much appreciated.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Minutes were provided for review for the following boards and commissions:
Library Board:  March, July and September 2016

Rushford EDA: May, June, July, August 2016

Airport Commission:  May and June 2016

Planning Commission:  Feb, May, July, August 2016

Rushford Municipal Electric:  April, May, July 2016

Trees, Trails & Parks:  May, July, August 2016

It was noted openings remain on the Electric Commission, Airport Commission and Trees, Trails, Parks

The make-up day for the SpectaculAir ’16 event with the Commemorative Air Force group was held this past weekend.   Although the first weekend had bad weather, the crowd had many activities to enjoy at the airport and this past weekend another good crowd was on hand for rides and viewing of the vintage aircraft.  The CAF group was very complimentary of the airport facilities and the Airport Commission was thanked again for their hard work making this event a success.
Motion by Benson seconded by Bunke that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:20 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
October 11, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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