REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 9, 2007
(note October 8th was federal holiday, resulting in regular meeting being held on Tuesday)
Members Present:  Mayor Ladewig, Council members Johnson, Benson, Highum, Deering
Mayor Ladewig called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
Motion by Highum seconded by Benson to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of additional minutes to approve, consideration of a street dance request, fireworks request and playground update. Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by Highum to approve the following council meeting minutes as presented:  8/20/07, 8/21/07, 8/22/07, 8/23/07, 8/24/07, 8/25/07, 8/26/07, 9/10/07, 9/13/07, 9/17/07, 9/24/07, 9/27/07, 10/2/07.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Mayor asked at this time if there were any audience members wishing to be heard.  Ted Roberton commented on the city’s implementation of the state building code regarding the temporary trailers used by local businesses.  Jim Roberton asked for an update on the flood debris removal.  It was noted the water tower site has been closed down as the staging site for debris removal and to be eligible for FEMA funding, only flood debris can be removed from the public right of way.  Demolition or re-building/remodeling debris will be the responsibility of the owner to properly dispose of.
Notification was received from Ace Communications regarding channel lineup changes.


Notification was received from Good Shepherd Lutheran Services announcing Tom Lindh as the new administrator, effective 10/22/07.
Motion by Benson seconded by Johnson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following items:
· Approve list of bills paid and bills to be paid, including additional flood related billings and the accompanying fund summary report.
· Approve the September Police Dept. revenue and expenditure report as presented.
· Approve the September Police Activity report as presented with activity listed to date
· Approve Public Works Dept. overtime report and banked hours report as presented. 
· Approve Financial Statement and Investment Reports as presented.
· Approval of Resolution 2007-054 appointing election judges for the November 6, 2007, General Election. 
Upon roll call all voted aye.

At this time Mary Gudmundson, representing the Rushford Festivities, Inc. made the following presentation: “The Rushford Festivities Inc-Rushford Days Committee met recently and we want the city and area to know we plan to proceed in planning next year’s event as close to usual as we can.  Possibly inviting the National Guard Unit and other volunteers back to thank them.  We will be back, stronger than ever!  The committee also voted to pull from their reserve funds a donation to the Rushford Fire Department.  In recognition of their support of Rushford Days and their brave and noble efforts at the time of this community’s greatest need, we present you with a check for $10,000.00.  Among other donations approved we also are presenting the City of Rushford with a donation to help restore our beautiful flower baskets in the amount of $500.00.”  Motion by Highum seconded by Benson to approve Resolution 2007-053 and gratefully accept the donation for the Rushford Fire Department.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Highum seconded by Johnson to approve Resolution 2007-052 acknowledging and accepting a donation from Shirley R. Foss, Canon Falls, MN for the Rushford Police Department in memory of her son, MN State Trooper, Ted Foss.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Johnson seconded by Benson to approve Resolution 2007-051 acknowledging and accepting the donation of a l995 Ford Braun Ambulance from Lakeview Memorial Hospital, Stillwater, MN for the Rushford Ambulance Service.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Benson seconded by Highum to approve Resolution 2007-050 acknowledging and accepting the donation of $1,000.00  from the Leroy Ambulance Service for the Rushford Ambulance Service.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Highum seconded by Johnson to approve Resolution 2007-049 acknowledging and accepting the following donations to the Rushford Fire Department:  New Germany Fire Dept. $500.00, Five Rivers Fire Dept. $1,000.00, Dexter Fire Dept. $1,000.00, Dodge County Court House Employees $861.00, Kasson Fire Dept. $500.00 and New Albin Fire Dept. $250.00.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Mike Bubany of David Drown Associates discussed with the Council the results of the negotiated sale of the $400,000.00 GO Utility Bond Series 2007A for the financing of utility projects to include Harry Street, Larson Lane, High Street force main and Elm Street water main. The proposed sale calls for a 4.25% fixed interest rate, 10 years, with a three year call with Rushford State Bank taking the lead as purchaser.  A participation agreement will be entered into between Rushford State Bank and the Associated Bank, with a closing date set for 10/22/07.  Bond Attorney, Briggs & Morgan has reviewed and approved the terms of the bond sale.  Bubany noted that both banks performed an admirable job, cooperatively arranging for the sale.  Motion by  Highum seconded by Deering to accept the recommendation of Bubany and approve Resolution 2007-055 Providing for the Issuance and Sale of $400,000.00 GO Utility Revenue Bonds, Series 2007A.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
A letter was reviewed from BDM Consulting Engineering to Donna Rasmussen Fillmore County Water Plan Coordinator, regarding the private wells and cross connections to the municipal water system discovered after the recent flood.  Fillmore County has grant funding available for work to be conducted on private property, which is not eligible for FEMA funding.  It was noted the City  continues to inspect residents, with approximately ¼ of the city remaining.  It was also noted that State law requires wells and sandpoints be sealed if a building is being demolished or a rebuilding effort occurs over the top of the well/sandpoint.  Existing sandpoints used for lawn watering and which do not have any cross connection issues, may continue to be used if no changes are occurring to the building structure.   Sealing of sandpoints and wells must be conducted by certified personnel and be recorded with the County and State.  On other water issues, it was noted the DNR intends to implement a dye process to follow the flow of water in the aquifer as they are concerned with geological changes which may have occurred.    Motion by Benson seconded by Johnson that the City continue with the maintenance program of inspecting homes, preventing cross contamination and identifying wells and sandpoints that need to be sealed and work in coordination with the County to obtain funding for same.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Benson seconded by Johnson to approve Grant Agreement 91377 for Airport Maintenance and Operation for fiscal year 2008 and 2009, at an amount not to exceed $12,324.00 each year.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
In flood-related measures the following items were discussed:

· FEMA representatives indicate Rushford is a good candidate for a recovery director position; City needs to request it and FEMA may want to review information on candidates for the position and potential costs of implementation

· Rep. Walz and Senator Klobuchar’s offices have arranged for a visit and will be bringing the Mayor of Roseau to discuss how their city handled various disaster related issues
· RADAR (Rushford Area Disaster Alliance Recovery) Group has been formed; an interfaith group to work on long term recovery needs.  The Rushford Community Foundation (a 501(c)3 organization will serve a their fiscal agent and the group is open to other organizations or groups who wish to be represented on their committee.

· Demolition of trailer park area is under negotiation between Fillmore County and owner Paul Kieffer.  Some discussion was held regarding future use of that area as a trailer park and what is the most productive use of that property.

· MN Chamber of Commerce donated $5,000.00 to the Rushford Chamber of Commerce who were displaced from their office space after the flood and lost a majority of their equipment and supplies.
· Coalition of Greater MN Cities continues to monitor legislative issues on our behalf and has waived the City’s 2008 dues due to the recent disaster.
Councilmember Highum reported he had received a request for information regarding the possibility of the Good Shepherd Home providing fireworks as part of the retirement festivities for Dennis Reiman as he leaves his position at GSLH.  Motion by Highum seconded by Johnson that the City has no objection to the fireworks with the condition that all State laws and fire regulations be adhered to.

A request was heard from Stumpy’s Restaurant to hold a street dance on October 19th and 20th.  Motion by Benson seconded by Deering to approve the request, pending receipt of additional insurance coverage for the dance area, and proper fencing and traffic control measures being taken.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Highum seconded by Benson to approve hiring a consultant from the Leather’s & Company playground consultant firm to review the status of the Creekside Park play structure and provide an opinion as to its future.  It was noted Chatfield is building a Leather’s playground this month and the consultant will be in the area, thus reducing our costs considerably.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Notes were provided from the 10/1/07 Tree Board meeting, with no quorum being present.  Those present did review a request of R-P School to plant two trees in the school playground area on Rushford Avenue and that matter was referred to the City Forester for review.

EDA meeting minutes from September 4, 11 and 18, 2007 were provided for review.  It was noted the EDA has been meeting weekly on Tuesday mornings to address various flood-related issues, programs, funding and so forth.

The Planning Commission met with representative of the MN Design Team, discussing a “mini” exercise over 3 days in November.

It was noted the bids on the water treatment plant project were very favorable with the City having 30 days to accept or reject that bid.  Currently various options are being explored as the recent flood has created questions and uncertainty as to how to proceed.

Notice was given of a regional League of MN Cities meeting to be held 10/25/07 in Chatfield with all council members being encouraged to attend.

A copy of the completed Flood Recovery Common Community Application form was reviewed, detailing costs per project or activity and detailing the design outline for the Category 1 and Category 2 Loan options recently approved by the Council.  DEED had indicated their approval of the options presented.  The original damage/need dollar estimate was higher than the need shown in paperwork submitted by affected businesses and now will be prioritized by DEED along with the needs of other cities and counties with flood related damages.

Motion by Highum seconded by Johnson that the meeting be adjourned.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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