REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF AUGUST 24, 2015
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Honsey, Bunke, Colbenson

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to approve the agenda as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the August 10, 2015 meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present wishing to speak.
There were no notifications or communications to review.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending  08/24/15
· Upon recommendation of the EDA for their 8/12/15 meeting:

· Approval of Resolution 2015-056 approving a Micro Grant for Wonderink Printing for $416.82 for a matching funds grant for the purpose of upgrading and replacing two outdoor signs at a total cost of $833.63

· Review of Micro Grant funds expended to date

· Review of final costs associated with Highway 43 marketing efforts

· EDA/RLF Village Auto Line of Credit Guarantee $16,000.00 Cd purchased with all paperwork signed and processed

· Review of EDA/RLF Loans History and Loans Status Report

· Approval of Larry Dahl, Dahl’s Auto Works Consent and Subordination Agreement or the restructuring of loans by the secured party, Rushford State Bank

Upon roll call all voted aye. 
First item of business was to consider the review and adoption of the R/P School Site Plan Review.  For several months R/P School Engineers, City Engineers, Public Works and Zoning have been reviewing the details for the school building project; setbacks, parking, handicapped parking, loading berth, drainage, land disturbance regulations, utilities, landscaping, traffic flow and overall plans.  The Planning Commission met with Ron Spoden and Dean Beeninga of ATS&R Architects and Supt. Ehler and Board Chair Linder of the R/P School to review this same report.  After some changes and clarifications, the Planning Commission has approved the report and is recommending review by the City Council.  ATS&R and R/P School representatives were present to provide information, plans, details and answer questions.  Planning Commission members Jack O’Donnell and Herb Highum also attended the meeting.  Each section of the report was gone over with the engineers providing accompanying drawings electronically via computer along with further description and detail.  Discussion was held on parking, noting the plan exceeds the standards but it is not realistic to build parking as if you will have maximum capacity in the school, gym and theatre all at one time.  Some concerns were expressed over the ponds, water drainage and mosquito control.  MPCA standards must be followed for the ponds and the school will explore options as needed for mosquito control.  Discussion was held on the water line installation, material to be used, areas to be taken over by the City after installation and providing for future services to the east and west areas.    Considerable time was spent reviewing the report and the details.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to not approve the report as yet, but to allow the engineers to work on straightening out a few questions, none of which are major or deal breakers.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Brian Malm, of Bolton & Menk Engineering provided a report on three streets for possible pavement improvement; Hillcrest Drive, Meadowview Drive and Southview Court.  Malm reviewed the typical pavement rehabilitation methods of crack sealing, chip sealing, overlays and reconstruction.  The City’s assessment policy classifies those types of projects which the City pays for 100% and which are assessable (30%) to benefited properties.  The streets in question are not just overlays or partial repairs, rather taking off all the existing blacktop, grading the aggregate and applying 4” of new asphalt; assuming also that these streets do not need utility work rebuilt beneath the street.  The estimated cost of these streets was $330,800.00, which is not affordable at this time.  Malm noted that this is rather late in the season and that it is not a good bidding environment at this time; these streets could be rolled into a bigger project next year for potentially better pricing.  If the proposed improvements are to be considered a reconstruction with some of the cost to be assessed, the project could not be accomplished this year anyway.  Malm noted a typical street has a 20 year life, but often because of budget restraints, or other larger bonded projects, maintenance is not always performed on lesser used streets.  There was a difference of opinion by council members if these projects should be considered an assessable reconstruction of the streets.  Further discussion will be held but given the cost, the late season and the lack of available contractors, it was decided work would not be attempted this fall.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to approve with thanks Resolution 2015-054 Acknowledging a donation from Rushford Community Foundation for $1,000.00 for an “Expression Swing” for the Brooklyn Neighborhood Park Playground.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Colbenson to approve with thanks Resolution 2015-055 Acknowledging a Donation from the Rushford Lion’s Club for labor for reroofing and repairing three shelters at the Brooklyn Neighborhood Park.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Council received the draft of the Ordinance Regarding Renewable Energy Systems (Geothermal & Solar).  The Rushford Planning Commission has reviewed this proposed ordinance and it is currently under review by the City Attorney.  Implementation of a renewable energy ordinance is part of the policies and procedures needed before the moratorium on distributed generation interconnection can be lifted.  A separate ordinance will be brought forward at a later date to address wind energy systems.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to set a public hearing date for September 28th for review of this proposed ordinance.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
In connection with the above ordinance the proposed Distribution Generation Interconnection Policy which establishes policies, permitting, fees and rates was provided for review.  The Electric Utility Commission has reviewed the process and procedures and recommends using Tri-County Electric polices and personnel to manage the DG interconnections applications and documentations.  These policies cannot be implemented, however, until the Renewable Energy Systems Ordinance is enacted and until the moratorium is officially lifted.  Charges and fees will still need to be determined.

Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:50 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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