REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF AUGUST 8, 2011
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Honsey, Bunke, Roberton
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of review of quotations received for the Pine Meadows North utility project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to approve the minutes of July 25, 2011 meeting as presented with the correction of one grammatical error.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard, with no one wishing to speak at this time.
The following communications were received:
· Notification received from FEMA encouraging participation in September’s National Preparedness Month; READY Campaign promotes individual emergency preparedness in the home, workplace and throughout communities, see website www.ready.gov.
· Notification received from MN Dept. of Health reporting on the recent lead/copper monitoring conducted at various residences in the City.  The test results indicate the public water system has not exceeded the action level for lead and has not exceeded the action level for copper. Details of individual reports were provided to homeowners.

· Notification received from the MN Dept. of Health reporting on the inspection of the North end Campground indicating no violations and reporting on a well maintained area.

· Notification received of the Southeastern MN League of Municipalities (SEMLM) meeting scheduled for August 29th in Chatfield.  Interested council members should let staff know if they are interested in attending.
Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid and to be paid along with accompanying fund summary report for period ending 08/08/11.
· Approval of Financial Statement and Investment Report.

· Approval of June Police Dept. revenue and expense report.

· Approval of June Police Dept. activity report

· Approval of June Public Works overtime/banked hours report.
Upon roll call all voted aye.

Tim Penny, President/CEO of Southern MN Initiative Foundation (SMIF) attended the meeting updating the council on their activities, thanking the City for past partnership and encouraging that continuation.  SMIF has provided many programs and opportunities in the past 25 years throughout the 20 county area.  Major programs include Early Childhood programs; partnering with businesses such as IBM and entities such as AmeriCorps; Entrepreneurial Activities partnering with EDA’s and Chambers on grants, start-up loans, gap financing, SBA loan programs and micro loans.  SMIF attempts to look at the Regional economy and has been able to raise outside funds as well, hoping their past support has leveraged back into the community.  Penny also noted their recent efforts to begin Angel Investor groups, matching entrepreneurs to potential investors.  
Mark Engel, of Yaggy Colby Associates, attended the meeting presenting the site concepts for the Brooklyn area parks.  Prior to the start of this council meeting, an open house was held for interested persons to review the proposed plans.  The concepts are based on a neighborhood charrette with interested Brooklyn residents and a subsequent review/refining of the plans with the Rushford Planning Commission. The plans are also designed to be completed in phases. Engel provided a recap of meetings and planning session to date and highlighted areas of concern to be addressed as well as visions for the completed project; provide equipment for approximately 2-12 years of age, provide for safety measures of crosswalks and slowing down traffic, indicate no parking on the north side of the park for safety, provide for some new trees and landscaping items.  The phased in projects include play structure on the east side, shelter structure on the west park and extending the bike trail from the top of dike down into the parks.  The Brooklyn neighborhood group has indicated willingness to raise funds for play structures and can help provide manpower as well.  A staff report was also reviewed recommending the City replace the swing structure and ground cover and allow the volunteers to raise funds and chose a play structure.  The estimated cost provided by the engineers included work city staff could complete and also included contingencies and engineering which may not be necessary.  Engel also provided some sources for grant opportunities that could be explored, especially through play structure manufacturing firms.  Council member Bunke felt that neighborhood parks were less important now that Creekside was built with the commitment from the entire city; felt that there needs to be a community wide vision for all parks and other potential sites for parks should be explored.  Administrator Sarvi noted that the parks on Rushford Avenue are unique to this city, utility work in the area caused the removal of the outdated equipment and the neighborhood just wants their play area back.  Discussion was held on scaling back the scope of the project and providing new cost estimates.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to table the issue until new cost estimates are arrived at.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
A staff report was reviewed regarding the joint Library/Council Committee and their review of all aspects of the library building project including location, size and funding.  Council member Honsey also discussed the locations, issues the library board has run into in the past and effects of this project on the budget.  USDA funding is available in the form of a loan and a significant grant and will still be available even if the project is scaled back; but certain paperwork will soon be required for them.  Several weeks ago the Library Board had requested the City apply for an alternate use of FEMA funds (originally designated for the community center) to be used for the library building project.  The joint committee recommends the Council approve this request.  FEMA had earlier indicated the alternate project should be a “bricks and motor” project similar to the original, but the approval process is often a lengthy one.  Council member Bunke stated the City hasn’t adequately explored other options or uses for this money and that the EDA should look at possibilities for uses.  Mayor Hallum stated we just need to ask FEMA to find out if they will fund it or not and we don’t know how long that process will take.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to apply to FEMA for an alternate use of funds for the library building project, but not committing to spend the funds even if they do approve.  Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Roberton, Dahl, Honsey, Hallum.  Voting no:  Bunke.  Motion carried.
Discussion was held on determining a date for a special council meeting to meet with Mike Bubany to review an updated capital financial plan.  Members will check on available dates and report back to staff.
The Airport Commission as reviewed projects and available funding and has recommended entering into a contract with Mead & Hunt, Inc. to update the Airport Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) to meet current MPCA standards at a cast not to exceed $13,553.00.  FAA funding is available for this project at a 95/5 cost share with the City’s share being $678.00.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to approve Task Order #7 with Mead & Hunt for professional services to update the SWPPP plan as detailed above.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Two quotations were reviewed for the installation of utilities at the Pine Meadows North project:  Winona Excavating $41,016.00 and Zenke Construction $50,630.25.  Discussions have begun with the Dammens for installation of the utilities, which will serve their two homes and potentially three others to the north.  Recently the City obtained an easement from K. Sexauer to extend the services to the north and further discussion will be needed with the improved properties regarding cost sharing/assessments for the project.  It was noted this project was originally included in the bond issue for the 2009 Improvement Project, but was delayed due to difficulty obtaining the easement.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to accept the low quote from Winona Excavating for the installation of the utilities from Pine Meadows North.  Council member Bunke stated he wanted to know what the total cost of the project would be.  Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Roberton, Honsey, Hallum, Dahl.  Voting No:  Bunke.  Motion carried.
Upcoming meeting dates were listed:  Library Board 8/29/11; Rushford EDA 8/9/11 at 6:30 PM; Airport Commission 08/15/11; Planning Commission 08/16/11; RME 08/17/11, Council Strategic Planning Continuation meeting 8/6/11 at 9 AM City Hall.
Information was provided for review from the League of MN Cities and Coalition of Greater MN Cities of areas of interest or concern to the City.

Updates on ongoing projects included:

· 2009 Municipal Project – work continues on Pine Meadows North easement and preparations
· 2011 Municipal Project – camera work continues on inspection of individual lines; challenges presented on Northview Street
· Levee Corrective Measures Project – new determination on City’s share of project; State bond funds to pay on project with City share being 50% or 2% of the median household income = $630,360.00 whichever is less; work continues on bid specifications for fall bid letting
· Bike Trail Project – waiting for Corps of Engineers determination on minor/major impact to the floodway
· Wastewater Treatment Plant – work continues on areas of demolition and rerouting of operations to accomplish the new construction
· Electric Utility Downtown Upgrade – Maple Street being finished up, awaiting hookups of transformers and services downtown
· Airport T-Hangar project – FAA staff furloughed and unable to process payment requests; contractor given option to continue work or wait
· Tri-City Planning Meeting – next meeting scheduled for August 24th
A letter was received from City of Rushford Village regarding testing and requesting to move the testing site to improve the sample results.  It was noted the MPCA has rules about testing and needing to have a full range of samples in the testing process.  The City has signed the sewer use agreement negotiated with CRV but they declined to sign the agreement until they have resolved issues with their sampling/testing.  Discussion will continue with CRV on the issue.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl that the meeting be adjourned at 7:55 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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