REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JULY 28, 2014
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Colbenson, Bunke, Honsey, Dahl
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to approve the agenda as presented with Bunke wishing to make a comment at the end of the meeting under committees and Colbenson wishing to discuss a citizen complaint. Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Bunke to approve the July 14, 2014 meeting minutes as presented.  Honsey abstained from voting as he was absent from the meeting.  Upon roll call Hallum, Colbenson, Bunke and Dahl voted aye.  Motion carried.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present who wished to speak at this time.
The following communications were received:
· Acentek notice of channel changes effective August 1, 2014
· Mediacom notice of rate changes effective September 1, 2014
· Rushford-Peterson Valley Chamber of Commerce Newsletter July 2014
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid along with fund summary report for period ending 07/28/14
· Letter from Minnesota Public Facilities Authority granting a Clean Water Revolving Fund Loan for the sewer portion of the Highway 43 Project in the amount of $484,860.00  PFA estimates this financing will save local taxpayers approximately $83,877.00 in interest costs compared to market rate financing for the project

· Letter from PFA granting a Drinking Water Revolving Fund Loan for the water portion of the Highway 43 Project in the amount of $286,639.00 along with a $385,231.00 Forgivable grant. PFA estimates this financing will save local taxpayers approximately $46,763.00 in interest costs compared to  market rate financing for the project
· Detail of the proposal specifications for the Highway 43 street lighting project which Council had earlier authorized to be prepared.  Contract 2014-1 includes the labor to install conduit, wire, control panel and street lights.  Contract 2014-2 is a material only proposal that includes the poles and fixtures material.  The request for proposals will be opened August 7th
Upon roll call all voted aye.

MN DNR Conservation Officer, Mitch Boyum and Chief of Police Adam Eide attended the meeting to discuss various options available to the City regard the control of the deer population within the City limits.   The City has adopted an Ordinance Regulating the Feeding of Deer, but wishes to explore controlled hunting as well.  Boyum noted whatever the City decided to do, it would have to be concurrent/compliant with State hunting rules and seasons.  Three main options are available to the City:
· Allow archery hunting in the City limits; would need ordinance amendment; could block off certain time frame for hunting but not more than what State law allows

· Allow special hunts – wildlife personnel would need to be involved to allow extra tags to hunters

· Allowing shooting by permit – State approval is required and a management study (fly-over)

Boyum noted if a City ordinance or policy is adopted for hunting within the City limits, the City would be responsible for enforcement; the DNR cannot enforce ordinances.  The main problem for the city is there are not large tracks of land to hunt on and to be able to stay away from residential areas.  Boyum noted the hunting zones in the area allow 5 deer to be taken in the zone east of Highway 43 going through the city and only 1 deer to be taken in the zone west of Highway 43.  Discussions and questions pointed out the following issues to be addressed:
· Chief Eide prefers no hunting in the City limits, but if any is allowed it must be only archery

· Competency test for bow hunters must be passed before getting a tag to hunt; possible through the Rochester Archery Shop; possible have hunter wear number on their back
· In other cities deer stands must be used, taken in and out each time by the hunter, must be 4’ off the ground so shooting downward; stands cannot be permanent or harm trees
· Potential problem with deer running through private property and/or dying there

· Recreational trespass allows hunter to retrieve a deer unless the land is posted or the owner specifically tells the hunter to stay off the property

· Hunters could keep the deer for themselves or give to charity

· Areas would have to be drawn out where hunting is allowed on city land and/or on private land with the owner’s permission
· Dangers associated with hiking trails on Magelssen Bluff; also potential issues with property lines between City bluff land and private ownership
· Specific dates would need to be determined when hunting would be allowed – possible November 15th to end of bow season (December 30th)

During discussion it was acknowledged that deer are undoubtedly doing damage to gardens, flowers and plants; but the City also has to worry about violating people’s property rights, keeping the area safe and not creating additional work for the police department having to act as a conservation officer.  The consensus of the Council was to continue to explore options, explore possible draft ordinance or policy language and discuss the issue again at the next council meeting.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to approve Resolution 2014-067 Acknowledging Sponsorship and Support of the Rushford Police Department Bicycle Safety Class.  Sixteen businesses contributed to the project with the Mystic Star Lodge #69 providing a matching funds contribution for a grand total of $1,400.00.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
A letter was reviewed from Matt Wagner of Meat & Hunt Engineering regarding the bid opening the three proposed projects for the Rushford Airport.  After review of costs and the federal funding available for the projects, it is recommended that the fueling system replacement not be awarded this year and to wait and re-bid the project in the spring of 2015 when more funding is available.  It is also recommended to award the following bids, pending completion of State/Federal grand documentation:
· American Pavement Solutions, Inc. for the crack sealing project $42,310.00

· J&L Steel & Electrical Services for the new LED runway lighting, LED wind cone and installation of PAPI lights $235,057.00.

It was noted the bids came in higher than the engineer’s estimate, perhaps because it was later in the season.  It was also noted the funding for these projects will be 95% federal, 5% state and 5% City.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to accept the engineer’s recommendation and approve the two airport projects as detailed above.  The motion also authorizes the Mayor and Clerk to enter into necessary contracts for the federal and state funding for the project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The next Tri-City meeting will be July 30, 2014 at the City of Rushford Village Hall at 7:00 p.m.

Positions remain open on the EDA, Airport Commission, Electric Commission and the Trees, Trails, Park Board.

The Airport Commission continues to work on securing a courtesy car for users of the airport to drive into town to restaurants and other business places.  FBO Thern has provided a car with insurance coverage in the past, but the vehicle needs to be replaced.  Discussions will be held with RP Valley Chamber and the EDA for funding to help secure a used vehicle.  It would be in the best interest of local businesses to help airport visitors have a means to come into the communities.
Several council members had received complaints of the unmowed lawns of two empty homes on Grove Street.  It was reported one home is for sale and the owner and real estate agent will be contacted.  The other house has gone back to the State for non-payment of taxes and Fillmore County will soon be offering the house for sale.  Contact will be made with the County and/or the City will take care of the necessary maintenance.

At a recent Planning Commission meeting Supt. Ehler and RP Board Chair Linder had discussed the proposed location of the new school and the possibility of some changes to Pine Meadows Lane.  It was noted more engineering information will need to be gathered before returning to the Planning Commission for review.
Council member Bunke noted that he is working on re-establishing the “Trails and Tourism” organization, which was established under the Rushford Community Foundation under the SMIF umbrella.  He will be looking for board members and sources of funding, to include discussions with the EDA.
It was noted that a closed session of the City Council will be held Monday, August 11th from 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. to meet with Attorney Chiglo to discuss labor negotiation proposals and review strategies.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson that the meeting be adjourned at 8:15 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
July 28, 014 meeting minutes 

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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