REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JULY 25, 2016
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Honsey, Bunke, Benson, O’Donnell 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Honsey seconded by O’Donnell to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of a notice of commendation for a retiring election judge.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to approve the July 11, 2016, meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye and Bunke abstaining as he was absent for that meeting.  Motion carried.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one present wishing to speak.
The following notifications were received:

· Information meeting notice was mailed to Hillcrest Drive and Burr Oak Street residents; meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 7/26/16 from 5-7 p.m. at City Hall.  A copy of the first project newsletter prepared for residents by Bolton & Menk was also provided to the Council.

· SE MN Together:  A Report from the Field;  Evaluating Our Results

· Review of correspondence from Fillmore Soil & Water Conservation District detailing the parcels of property subject to the new MN Buffer Law; all DNR public waters are required to have a buffer of permanent vegetation 30-50” in width.  It was noted City property affected includes the levee system.
Motion by Benson seconded by Bunke to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 7/25/16
· Review of 6/30/16 Quarterly Activity Report for Contract between City and RP Valley Chamber of Commerce (RPVCC)

· Review of 6/30/16 Quarterly Lodging Tax Report from RPVCC and spreadsheet of City collected tax remitted to RPVCC

· Upon Council member Bunke’s suggestion, a personal letter will be sent to Rep. Greg Davids acknowledging the LMC recognition and thanking him for his services.

Upon roll call all voted aye. 
The following recommendations were provided to the Council from the Economic Development Authority (EDA) from their regular meeting of July 13th and as continued on July 20th:
The EDA recommended approving the general development plan proposal for areas North of Grimsrud Way and Est of Himlie Drive.  This study as conducted by Bolton & Menk, Inc. would provide some basic infrastructure information for tentative planning in the area.  A staff report was provided noting that the study would give a broad overview of the roads, sewer, water, storm utilities and could also be used as a tool to inspire development, to see what the potential could be.  It was noted this property is not located within the City limits at this time, but the owners are discussing all options for development.  Administrator Chladek noted he had called Mayor Johnson of City of Rushford Village regarding this potential planning and the desire to obtain a broad brush picture of the area.  Council members Benson and Honsey noted the discussion held at the EDA meeting felt this would be a planning tool which could provide a potential developer with important information.  Council member Bunke stated his concern of getting the cart before the horse; not wanting the Village to feel the City is attempting a taking; but stating he understood this would be a good planning tool.  Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Bunke to approve the hiring of Bolton & Menk to conduct a general development plan at a not to exceed price of $3,500.00.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The EDA recommended approving the USDA Assurance Agreement to apply for cost-free technical assistance to help with the repurposing of the RP School building.  If a grant is made available through the MN Housing Partnership, the fund would be used for technical assistance such as engineering, surveying or consulting costs for the repurposing of the building.  It was noted the City would be a part of the grant process with several other entities for assistance.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Benson to approve entering into the USDA Assurance Agreement.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The EDA had reviewed the Rushford Downtown Redevelopment Opportunity Report as prepared by CEDA.  The study addresses several parcels and provides concepts for use or redevelopment.  The study also provides some input from a survey presented to Rushford businesses. Council member Benson noted that the EDA had asked for information to be added to the report yet to include potential grant reimbursement if the parcels were sold for non-public purpose and potential special assessments stemming from the Highway 43 project.  The Council accepted the report as presented and will continue to discuss potential uses for the parcels.
An updated Status report was provided on the EDA/RLF loans with a brief recap provided of the payment or forbearance status of each.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve Resolution 2016-049 Appointing Election Judges for the Primary Election of August 9, 2016 and the General Election of November 8, 2016.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Council member O’Donnell wished to commend the City staff for their work helping to prepare the City for Rushford Festivities; the entire council agreed and expressed their appreciation as well.

It was noted that Mike Bubany had not completed the negotiated bond sales as yet but would have information within the next day or so.  It was also noted the Standard & Poors rating study had been completed and they reaffirmed the City’s A Stable bond rating.  S&P noted an increase to an A+ may be accomplished by building a larger general fund balance and reducing the ratio between market value and debt level.   S&P also rated felt the overall economy of the City was weak at this time.
Motion by Bunke seconded by O’Donnell that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:30 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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