REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JULY 13, 2015
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Honsey, Bunke, Colbenson

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of Council member Colbenson wishing to discuss council/mayor pay rates.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson to approve the June 22, 2015 meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with the following persons wishing to speak:

· Jennifer & John Hengel noted they have some issues with their septic system and are exploring options to connect to the city sanitary sewer line.  The main is 230’ distance from their home and they asked if there was any assistance available from the City, perhaps extending the sewer main closer to their residence.  Preliminary costs estimates have been developed.  Further information and options will be developed and brought to the next council meeting.
· Glen Palacek read and handed out a letter regarding the new school building site and areas he determines will be an issue for access to his adjoining property and for drainage issues.

The following notifications were received:

· Notification from Mediacom regarding migration of channels and launching of new channels.
· SEMLM notification of summer meeting scheduled July 30th in Wabasha, MN

· Rushford 2015 Homecoming request for donation of funds and need for volunteers.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending  07/13/15
· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report
· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report
· Approval of the Police Department Activity Report
· Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report 

· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report 
· Review of RP Valley Chamber of Commerce quarterly report as per contract with EDA for services agreement.
· Review of EDA Micro Grant Funds Report

· Review of EDA/RLF Loans History & Status Report

Upon roll call all voted aye. 
Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson approving the adoption of Resolution 2015-046 Certifying Past Due Charges to the Fillmore County Auditor for Collection with Property Taxes.  The owner of Parcel 06.0226.000 has been given notice that they may request a hearing in front of the City Council on this matter.  As the property owner has not requested a hearing, the City shall certify the unpaid utility charges to the property taxes for collection by the County.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The following recommendations were presented from the Economic Development Authority (EDA) meeting held July 8, 2015:
· The EDA approves the Comprehensive Housing Needs Analysis as presented by Maxfield Research. 

· Approves the USDA RD Form 400 to include Rushford in the MN Housing Partnership technical assistance funds grant application.  The MHP technical assistance role provides resources for housing and community development projects.

· EDA recommends the City proceed with the sale of 1108 Miller Circle to Win-Tech Electronics.

· Approval of setting a joint public hearing with the Council and EDA to consider granting a business subsidy to Win-Tech Electronics at the 7/27/15 council meeting.

Discussion was held on the Airport Fuel Tank Bid opening conducted June 26, 2015.  It was recommended to reject the one bid submitted as it was 25% over the engineer’s estimate.  As there will not be enough time to meet FAA grant deadlines, re-bidding will need to occur next spring.  FAA funding still remains in the fund for Rushford spending.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to reject the Airport Fuel Tank bid and plan to rebid next year.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Council member Colbenson stated he thought there might be more persons interested in running for office if the pay was higher.  Currently the Mayor’s pay is $80.00 per meeting and the Council each receive $60.00 per meeting.  Council member Bunke felt most people did not run for public office for the money and if they were motivated by money, would that be a good thing?  Clerk Zacher noted rate increases could only be authorized following a public hearing to amend the Ordinance setting the rates of pay and that changes could not go into effect until January of 2016 and that this expense is covered totally by tax payer dollars.  The Council will review neighboring communities and consider discussing this further at the next regular meeting.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:01  p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

July 13, 2015 meeting minutes 

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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