REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JUNE 11, 2007
Members Present:  Mayor Ladewig, Council members Johnson, Benson, Deering, Highum 

Mayor Ladewig called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
Motion by Highum seconded by Benson  to approve the agenda as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by Johnson to approve the May 29, 2007, council meeting minutes as presented. Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Mayor asked at this time if there were any audience members wishing to be heard.  Roger Colbenson stated he was a concerned taxpayer and was at the meeting to listen and learn where tax dollars are being spent.

The following communications were reviewed and accepted:
· Letter of appreciation from Airport Commission Chairman Norris Kinneberg and Mayor Les Ladewig to Mike Bernhardt, thanking him for his past service on the Airport Commission.  Bernhard has resigned due to job change and will no longer be in the area.
· Notification that Midwest Wireless has been acquired by ALLTEL Communications, Inc. and will be assuming the lease agreement for the cell tower land rental.

· Reviewed a spreadsheet of the revenues and expenses incurred at the recent spring clean-up as well as a 17 year history of the annual activity.

Motion by Highum seconded by Deering to approve the consent agenda as presented which consisted of the following items:
· Approve list of bills paid and to be paid and the accompanying fund summary report.

· Approve the May Police Dept. revenue and expenditure report as presented.
· Approve the May Police Activity report as presented with activity listed to date
· Approve Public Works Dept. overtime report and banked hours report as presented. 
· Approve Financial Statement and Investment Reports as presented.
· Approval of Resolution 2007-032 granting a gambling exemption to the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 94 for an excluded bingo event at Creekside Park on July 21, 2007 for a fund raising activity.
Upon roll call all voted aye.

At this time the Council reviewed the Representation Agreement presented by Attorney Terry Chiglo for the renewal of legal services.  Discussion was held regarding the staff recommendation to make this a two year agreement, therefore locking in the rates and giving the City Attorney sufficient opportunity to follow through and research on-going city activities.  Motion by Highum seconded by Johnson to approve a two year agreement with Chiglo to serve as the City Attorney.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Mayor Ladewig noted that Attorney Chiglo has served the city well in the past months on such matters as the Ziegler lawsuit, JOBZ implementation and so forth and that the City is appreciative of his efforts.

The Council at this time discussed prosecutorial legal services with Attorney Scott Springer.  For the past six months Springer has worked through the offices of Chiglo Law Office and both Chiglo and Chief Sam Stensgard have been satisfied with his performance.  The proposed agreement details a contract directly with Springer, at the same hourly rate of pay that the State pays for court appointed attorneys for individuals.  Motion by Johnson seconded by Deering to approve the prosecutorial legal services contract with the addition of language to reflect malpractice insurance coverage in place and language to state he would pursue no claims against the City which may cause a conflict of interest in representing the City.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
A staff report was reviewed regarding the renting of the former “Dreamin’ Horses” property currently owned by the City for the combined purposes of a business incubator and apartment rental.  The EDA has reviewed and approved the proposal to rent the upstairs as living quarters, use the main floor for a recording studio and use the basement for a place to practice with their band.  Reference checks had been conducted on the proposed tenants, Casey Howe, Eric Howe, Isaac Saul and Joseph Misico.  It was noted this arrangement would provide the City with internal building security as well as encourage the potential new business opportunity.  Discussion was held on the rental structure to include paying all utility costs, renter’s insurance and have any improvements approved in advance by the City.  Motion by Highum seconded by Johnson to approve the rental of the property with the conditions detailed in the staff report.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The EDA had also received a request from the Rushford Festivities, Inc. to contribute funding for the repair and upgrade of the Rushford float which travels around during the summer months to other city celebrations.  The festivities committee was also requesting funding from the Chamber and the City of Rushford Village.  It was noted the City provides the insurance, licensing, and storage facility for the float as well as makes a city vehicle available to pull the float.  Motion by Johnson seconded by Benson to approve a payment of $500.00 towards the maintenance and upgrade of the float.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held on the Agreement of Understanding for Furnishing Police Services to the City of Rushford Village.  No response had been received from CRV regarding the original letter giving 30 days notice prior to termination and no response had been received from a subsequent letter to CRV stating that if they wished an extension of the contract, a written request must be received by the City.  The City also stressed the desire to immediately begin negotiating and exploring possible modifications of the existing agreement to be of a more equitable nature.     Discussion was held regarding the termination date of June 22nd and what actions, if any the Rushford Police Department can take after that time.  State Statute details that the Sheriff’s Office is empowered to ask for assistance from any department in emergency situations, but it was felt the RPD should not be the responding to routine matters.  Further clarification and discussion must be held with the Sheriff’s Office regarding responsibilities, liability and mutual aid agreements.  It was the consensus of the Council to remain pro-active, continue to explore the various possibilities and provide scenarios for CRV to consider.  Discussion was held on government’s responsibility to provide police protection to it’s citizenry, taxpayer costs for same and the need to have details committed to a written document.  A committee of Laura Deering and Les Ladewig will meet with Chief Stensgard, discuss with the Sheriff’s Office and bring a recommendation back to the full Council at the next meeting in June.  
Council member Highum provided a verbal report of the June 4th Tree Board meeting, indicating work continues on the site preparation and native grasses planting along Highway 43 and the relocation of the Welcome sign.  Roger Colbenson asked about any plans for replanting of trees in the downtown area.  It was noted a meeting had been held with MDOT right of way engineers who had stated there were very few appropriate locations for boulevard trees in the downtown area.

Upcoming meetings include Library Board 8/607; Airport Commission 6/18/07; Planning Commission 6/19/07; and Electric Commission 6/20/07. 
EDA minutes of 6/5/07 were provided for review indicating continued review of the status of several potential projects, review of the SEMDC staff report and review of the Dreamin’ Horses rental proposal.  In other business reports were given on RINtek activities, continuation of the roundtable discussions, and discussion on Rushford Days activities.
Airport Commission minutes of 4/26/07 and 5/21/07 were provided for review; all of which activity had been previously verbally reported and/or acted upon.  It was noted the consulting engineering firm, Mead & Hunt would be attending the June Airport Commission meeting to discuss potential projects eligible for NPIAS funding such as the layout plan, crack filling and seal coating.
Information was reviewed from the League of MN Cities and Coalition of Greater MN Cities regarding pending legislative issues, legislative policies, and possible areas of interest and/or concern to the City.  
Administrator Block reported Blitz Construction continues to do a good job on the 2006 improvement projects, with the blacktop work completed on Larson Lane and Harry Street.  A favorable report was also received regarding the status of potential contamination on Elm Street as it relates to the installation of a new water main loop.  The public comment phase required for the proposed water treatment plant facility will soon be closed and thereafter will be referred back to BDM Consulting to continue with the planning process.  A copy of the letter sent to Bluff Country LLC, as authorized at the last council meeting, was also provided for review.  The letter details the Council’s action to rescind the July 2005 motion for access from the City to the Village and also to cancel and officially withdraw any and all offers made during negotiations regarding the White Pines Subdivision.  This action was taken as considerable time has lapsed on this project, but the City remains open to future discussions on other development proposals.
Motion by Johnson seconded by Benson that the meeting be adjourned.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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