REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF APRIL 25,  2016
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Bunke, Honsey, Benson, O’Donnell 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
Motion by Bunke seconded by O’Donnell to approve the agenda as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

First item of business was to hold the Board of Appeal & Equalization meeting for the city to receive testimony and input from citizens for the purpose of reviewing and correcting the value or classification of real property and personal property for the 2016 assessment year, 2017 payable year.  Motion by Bunke seconded by O’Donnell to open the public hearing.  Upon roll call all voted aye. Property Appraiser Heidi Knepper and County Assessor Cynthia Blagsvedt attended the meeting and provided background on the purpose, scope and rules of the meeting:

· Can reduce or increase only the total estimated market value of a property

· Can change classification of property if it qualified; appeals must be based on facts

· Cannot consider prior year assessments; Cannot order percentage changes across the board

· Median sales ratios used for equalizations; 6 sales in a district constitutes a valid sample

· Adjusted ratios under 90 percent and over 105 percent will result in state order

· Fillmore County 2016 Assessment Summary provided indicating some taxing districts would see an increase and some would see a decrease 

· Township & City Levy Rates, Valuation Summary, Ag Land Values, New Construction and History and Sales Reports were provided

General discussion was held on definitions, rates and so forth.   It was noted that every five years a re-assessment is conducted with communities in the county being on a rotation basis.  The County reviews the city building permits every year to help with the assessment process and uses Marshall & Swift formula for replacements costs.    Many building permits fall under a normal maintenance category and will not affect a property value.  Discussion was held on how the Homestead Exclusion works and how the State sets the rates for this exclusion, with higher valued homes typically seeing less of exclusion.  No citizens were in attendance asking for a review.  At 6:30 p.m. there was a motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to close the Board of Appeal  Equalization.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Scuffy Paulson (American Legion and Legion Riders), Maynard LaFleur (Legion and VFW) and Aaron Munson (Boy Scouts) attended the meeting representing the Veteran’s Memorial group regarding the proposed layout and planning for the Veteran’s Memorial in Creekside Park.  The final concept design, proposed costs and plans for phasing in portions of the project were provided for review.  It was noted that Public Works has committed to assisting with initial site preparation of earth moving, tree removal and moving the small shelter to the north side of the walking trail.  It was noted the memorial is designed to be completed in phases and that several commitments of donations for benches, trees and other amenities have been received.  Funds will be raised by selling of memorial pavers to be etched with veteran’s information, conducting other fund raising events, writing of grants and soliciting donations from groups and individuals.  The City will provide in-kind labor and resources and will act as the fiscal agent for the records management of the project.  Paulson noted that along with financial donations they anticipate a lot of donated manpower which will be used to prepare the site, lay the concrete and so forth.  Paulson noted there wasn’t much that they couldn’t accomplish on this project and he thanked the City Council for their support and faith in them.   It was the consensus of the Council that they approved of the project, the conceptual design was very attractive and fitting for the park and they were appreciative of the group’s efforts to make this a reality.  Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve the conceptual design and encouraged the volunteers to keep moving forward on the project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Benson to approve the April 11, 2016, meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one wishing to speak at this time
The following notices and communications were received and reviewed:

· Flaherty/Hood; update on CGMC 2016 Environmental Program efforts on water quality strategies

· News Release MN PCA; public input sought on restoring Root River and tributaries; Council member Bunke suggested contacting former City Administrator Sarvi for any input he may have to share on this issue

· DNR site list of 2016 Approved Projects:  Root River Public Water Access for Canoe Launch in Rushford.  Funding for this project must flow through a bid process and Fillmore County with grant agreements and formal paperwork still to be completed.  This grant does not cover parking lot costs and public works will begin the process of site preparation for that area with tree and undergrowth removal.

Motion by Benson  seconded by Bunke to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 4/25/16
· Approval (with thanks and appreciation) of the reappointment of Scott Ledebuhr to serve another six year term on the EDA; at the recent 4/13/16 EDA meeting Ledebuhr consented to serve another term

· Approval of Camp Winnebago Wagon Train Event, entering the City Sunday night, June 26th camping in the Brooklyn ponding area and leaving Monday morning; public works and police department will coordinate with the Wagon Train needs

· Approval of Resolution 2016-033 approving a Micro Grant for Rushford community Foundation for $500.00 for matching funds grant for the Wayfinding Signage Project.  EDA approved a contribution and a grant at their 4/13/16 meeting.

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held on the 26th Annual Spring Clean-Up event scheduled for Saturday, May 21st for 8:00 a.m. to Noon.  The location has been changed this year to the public works garage/wastewater plant area.  Statistics were provided of past year’s events with revenue and expenditures and types of materials handled.  Motion by  Bunke seconded by O’Donnell to set the following prices for the clean-up event:  small pickup load $30.00 Medium $35.00 and Large $45.00  and adjusting depending on type of materials in the load; white goods $5.00 each and electronics will be charged $5.00, $7.00 or $10.00 depending on the size/type of material.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to accept the applications and approve the appointment of the following persons to serve on the Trees, Trails and Park Board for a three year term:  Roger Colbenson, Beth Stanford and Sarah Siebenaler and to serve on the Planning Commission for a three year term:  Judy Darwin.  As this is the first time the Trees, Trails, Park Board has had members, an organizational meeting will be set for next week to provide some basic information and determine regular meeting dates and time.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
It was reported that at the 4/13/16 EDA meeting a decision was made to grant a 30 day grace period for all Revolving Loan Fund deadlines for paperwork or requests for  forbearance in order for new CEDA staff Donna Mack to have time to review all of the issues at hand.  The EDA Board is also reviewing policies and forbearance procedures and will report back to the council with recommendations after their May meeting.

Discussion was held on the city administrator search team process with a plan to meet at 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 28th to review the candidate’s scores and determine those to invite for the oral interview process.  Notice will be posted as this will be a public meeting.
Motion by Bunke seconded by O’Donnell that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:35 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

April 25, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes
Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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