REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MARCH 28,  2016
As previously noticed the City Council held a 5:30 p.m. work session with the volunteer search team members to discuss the process and procedure for filling the open City Administrator position.  Information packets were previously provided to search team members and a thorough discussion was held on the timeline, procedure and lessons learned from past efforts.   The search team will include the entire City Council, Police Chief Adam Eide, Librarian Susan Hart and volunteers, Don Paulson, Megan Kopperud, Jeffrey O’Donnell, Sally Ryman and Anne Spartz.  The work session was closed at approximately 6:15 p.m.

Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Bunke, Honsey, Benson, O’Donnell 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Bunke to approve the agenda as presented, with the addition of adding to the consent agenda the notification from 7 Rivers Alliance of the “Human Capital:  Effective Strategies for Recruiting & Retaining a Rural Workforce” session scheduled for 4/28/16 at the Tri-County Electric building.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve the March 14, 2016, meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with Dave Johnson asking several questions about tree planting in general, but especially along Highway 43 and the condition of the blacktopped alleyway behind his house.  It was noted the City has been working with the Landscape Partnership program of MN DOT for a grant to reimburse the City for replanting of trees.  MDOT professionals will assist with determining the placement and type of trees best suited as highway boulevard trees.  It is expected planting with occur this year.  Mr. Johnson was also told that Public Works would take a look at his alley as part of their spring maintenance.
Motion by Honsey  seconded by O’Donnell to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending 3/28/16
· 7 Rivers Alliance Human Capital conference – noting the EDA is a sponsor of the conference and will be allowed two seat at the session
Upon roll call all voted aye. 
Lisa Ledebuhr, R/P Foundation President, approached the council regarding the 3rd Annual Tri-City Challenge scheduled for October 8th; a fund raising event to be able to award up to four R/P School scholarships.  This year the events include running, biking and hiking the trails.  The foundation is hoping to draw participants from beyond the valley and is working with Anderson Race Management to market the event.  Ledebuhr asked for the City’s endorsement of the event and noted that all participants sign waivers.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey that this was a good fund-raising event and a good way to highlight the trails and bluffs; approving and endorsing the event.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Carolyn Dunham, Charla Miertschin and Mike Thern attended the meeting to review the Rushford Municipal Airport SpectaculAir 2016 plans.  The event is focusing on CAF (Commemorative Air Force) warbirds and vintage aircraft out of Fleming Field in St. Paul, is tentatively scheduled for Sunday, September 25th.   A proposed schedule of the day’s activities include presentation of colors, cockpit tours, flights, live music, hangar talks, classic cars and food.  The event is geared for all ages and a limited number of flights are available.  Sponsorship will be sought to cover the cost of the warbirds  and flights.   The Airport budget has allocated $5,000.00 in the fund from several years past when a SpectaculAir was not held.   The committee has scaled down events and learned from past year’s efforts which components are important. Expenses will include CAF fees, insurance, marketing, music, printing, promotional materials and so forth.  Income will include sponsorships and gate receipts.  This year’s activities are not as weather dependent as the aerobatics performances scheduled for the 2013 event and insurance coverage should be less expensive.  The committee members asked the council to approve the event and the $5,000.00 sponsorship as budgeted.  Discussion was held on other methods of donating funds or help for the project, noting the EAA of Winona has volunteers to serve as the ground crew working on the tarmac to assist with the flights.  Another planning session will be held on April 9th at the Airport Chili-Feed Fly-In and interested persons are encouraged to attend that event as well.  Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Honsey to approve the event and sponsorship as presented, with the committee to report back to the Council as further details and further planning progresses.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Next item of business was to review the quotations received for labor only for the reroofing of the Aquatic Center, Wastewater Treatment Plant and Well Houses 2, 3 and 4.  The City will purchase all materials and take care of the building permit application paperwork and fees.  It was noted the Aquatic Center must be completed by April 30, 2016, but scheduling for other sites was flexible.  Four area contractors provided quotations ranging from $13,470.00 to $7,954.00.  Motion by Bunke seconded by O’Donnell to award the project to the low quotation of $7,954.00 to Affordable Roofing & Siding.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Bunke to approve Resolution 2016-030 Certifying Past Due Charges to the Fillmore County Auditor for Collection with Property Taxes.  The owner of Parcel 06.0366.010 has been given notice that they may request a hearing on the matter, and the owner has declined that opportunity.  The City shall not certify the unpaid utility charges for collection.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The following minutes were provided for review:

Library Board January and March meeting minutes 

Rushford EDA January, February and March meeting minutes

Airport Commission January, February and March meeting minutes

Planning Commission January and February meeting minutes

Rushford Electric Commission February meeting minutes

Some discussion was held on the ordinance establishing the Airport Commission, as it had been discussed at an Airport Commission meeting that perhaps a board member could be someone other than a resident of the City in order to fill the spots on the Commission.  No action was taken.
It was noted there will be a Neighborhood Informational Meeting Thursday, April 7th at 6 p.m. for residents in the 2016Street & Utility Reconstruction Project areas:  Hillcrest Drive and South Burr Oak Street.  The public hearing for this proposed project is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. at the regular April 11, 2016 meeting.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:40 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

March 28, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes
Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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