REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MARCH 26, 2007
Members Present:  Mayor Ladewig; Council members Johnson, Benson, Highum
Excused:  Deering
Mayor Ladewig called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Motion by Highum seconded by Johnson to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of discussion on the air filter system at the Municipal Liquor Store, hiring of a part-time bartender and a reminder of an upcoming meeting on March 29, 2007.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by Highum to approve the March 12, 2007, council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Mayor Ladewig at this time welcomed guests in attendance. 
The following communications were reviewed:
· Reminder of an invitation from Tri-County Electric for the Electric Commission, City Council and administrative staff to attend a Wholesale Power Member Dinner and Discussion on March 29, 2007, at the Ferndale Country Club.
· Notification from Mediacom of a rate adjustment to cable services effective May 2007.

· Notification from Ace Communications regarding the removal of Channel 102 from their lineup.

· Letters of appreciation to be sent from Airport Commission Chair Kinneberg and Mayor Ladewig thanking Brad Woxland and Tom Owen for their service on the Airport Commission.

Motion by Highum seconded by Benson to approve the renewal of the agreement with Fillmore County to provide ambulance services in 2007, with the County paying the City $4,500.00 as well as providing dispatch services through the Fillmore County Sheriff’s Department.  Upon roll call all voted aye. 

Police Chief Sam Stensgard attended the meeting discussing his report on the hiring process for the full-time police officer position.  Eight candidates tested with five candidates moving on to the oral interview process.  Background investigations were conducted and information gathered on the top three candidates Steven Garret, Bou Gazley and Matthew Bowron.  It was the recommendation of the Chief and the oral interview panel to recommend an offer of employment to Steven Garrett, subject to satisfactory completion of a psychological and physical exam.  Garrett is currently a supervisor and training officer for RCTC Security and received high recommendations from every supervisor and instructor contacted.   Council member Benson, a member of the oral interview panel, briefly described the interview process stating it was a very interesting, informative and thorough process.  Motion by Benson seconded by Johnson to offer the position to Steven Garrett, at Grade 6, Step 1 and upon successful completion of the three month probationary period, move to Grade 6, Step 2.  The offer of employment is also subject to satisfactory completion of the psychological and physical exams necessary as well as completion of the use of force and firearms training required by the Department.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Assistant Fire Chief’s Dave Lombard and Paul Corcoran attended the meeting discussing the recent negotiations with the townships and cities under contract for fire protection services.  The Department had reviewed the financial needs for future equipment purchases as well as on-going costs for equipment replacement, repairs and training and discussed the two year contract renewal with these entities.  Discussion was held regarding the contracts, service areas covered as defined by the State and process to arrive at the contract amount, using tax capacity figures as provided by the County.  It was the consensus of the Fire Dept. that the increase of approximately 4.5% would be sufficient to cover the financial needs for the two year contract period.  Motion by Johnson seconded by Highum to approve the contract renewals, totaling $44,578.l0, for the 10 contracting entities and authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign and forward the contracts to the townships and State Dept. of Revenue.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
A request was reviewed from Root River Community Church for an extension on the blacktopping of their parking lot at 503 Nannestad Lane.  The Church noted they were in the process of establishing long range plans for the property and potential future building options.  It was noted that current zoning regulations allow gravel parking lots and/or driveways on a temporary basis.  Motion by Benson seconded by Johnson to allow the Root River Community Church a one year extension on the blacktopping of their parking lot.  Any further extensions would require a more detailed review of their plans and options.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by Highum to approve the appointment of Gary Hoff to serve on the Planning Commission with a term expiring January 2010.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Highum seconded by Johnson to approve the appointment of Scott Tarras to serve on the Airport Commission with a term expiring June, 2008.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Johnson seconded by Highum to approve the appoint of Charla Miertschin to serve on the Airport Commission to fill a vacant position with a term expiring June 2007 and to extend that appointment for another three year term to expire June 2010.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held on accepting the donation of bluff land from Glen and Rob Highum in the Magelssen Bluff area in memory of their grandfather.  Attorney Chiglo is reviewing the legal description of the land to ensure the correct property descriptions.  The bluff land area in question generally runs from the Herb & Ruby Highum property on Elm Street, behind all the homes on Steven’s Avenue up to the boundary of the Dan Mann, Southview Terrace Subdivsiion.  The Highum family is requesting an appropriate plaque recognizing their grandfather, Asmund Vaagen.  Motion by Benson seconded by Johnson accept the donation of the bluff land, pending satisfaction of the legal description and approving an appropriate memorial plaque.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The attached letter was reviewed from Otomo Engineering detailing alternatives for the proposed water main construction along Highways 16 & 43; one to install water main by horizontal directional drilling along the north side of Highway 16 and the second to install most of the main by open-cut method along the south side of Highway 16.  The area in question has been identified as having a significant underground plume of pollution that will dictate the type of materials to use and may involve disposal of contaminated excavated materials.  This project was originally included in the 2006 improvement projects, but was temporarily delayed due to the unknown extent of the polluted area.  It was noted the new looping main is necessary to improve the water quality issues in the area of the Laundromat, Liquor Store area and Jerusalem area.  Superfund financing may be available if significant pollution is found, but proper steps must be taken prior to the outset of the project.  A third alternative may be to examine the possibility of obtaining easements to cross private property to make the loop connection.  Otomo Engineering recommended obtaining an RFP for environmental testing to determine the extent of the pollution in the area.  After discussing the estimated costs of the alternatives as well as the unknown costs if the project were to proceed, there was a Motion by Johnson seconded by Benson to obtain prices for an environmental testing of the project area to determine the level of pollution and help determine the best construction method.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Highum seconded by Johnson to approve the hiring of Melissa Berg as a part-time bartender/clerk at the Rushford Municipal Liquor Store.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The attached information was reviewed recommending the purchase and installation of three more Purifan units at the Municipal Liquor Store.  Due to the ceiling duct work overhang above the bar area, three more units outside of that area would help improve the circulation and air quality.  The quoted price for these units would include 3 motors and 3 more sets of filters at no charge.  Motion by Benson seconded by Highum to approve the purchase of three more Purifan units.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
It was noted the Tree Board is scheduled to meet April 2nd, the Library Board April 2nd and the EDA April 3rd.

Airport Commission meeting minutes from the March 13th meeting with MDOT Aeronautics officials and the March 19th regular meeting were provided for review.  Work continues on amending the 2007 CIP Plan, and selecting a certified engineering firm for potential projects to be funded under the NPIAS funding. Discussion was held on the proposal of Mike Thern for possible part-time employment with the decision to have Commission Chair Kinneberg and Administrator Block meet with FBO, Mike Thern, to discuss in detail the FBO agreement and requirements.

Rushford Municipal Electric Commission meeting minutes of 3/21/07 were provided for review indicating review of the Policies and Procedures Manual that revealed many areas requiring editing and redrafting.  It was also noted that the RME public awareness brochures are in production and will soon be ready for mailing to customers.  

Information was reviewed from the League of MN Cities and Coalition of Greater MN Cities regarding pending legislative issues and areas of interest and/or concern to the City.  It was noted the latest issue of the League magazine included a memorial notice for Council member Ron Mierau and his many civic accomplishments.
Mayor Ladewig reported he had been invited to meet for coffee and discussion with City of Rushford Village Mayor, Gordon Johnson to discuss various items of mutual interest to the two Cities.  Council member Benson noted she had no problems with such a meeting as long as all information was brought back to the full council.  It was the consensus of the Council to insure there are no misunderstandings of items discussed, that another council member accompany the Mayor and to invite CRV to include another of their council members as well.

Administrator Block reported on the following items:

· Legal paperwork continues between TRW and RiverBend Electronics for the purchase of the TRW East building.
· Attendance at the 23rd Anniversary luncheon sponsored by RiverSide Electronics.
· Report on the Chamber and EDA sponsored Business Forum meeting which was well attended and produced many items for future discussion and consideration.  A report will be prepared by facilitator, Mary Bujold, to help determine follow-up meetings or actions to be taken.

· The “Dreamin’ Horses” property will soon be inspected for any environmental issues the City would need to be aware of prior to purchasing the building

· A subcommittee of the EDA continues to pursue options for business development projects.

· The draft 2006 audit report will be reviewed soon and when finalized will be presented to the Council.

· Planning will soon begin for the summer aquatic and recreation program staffing, as well as fees to be charged for those programs and at the campground.
Motion by Benson seconded by Highum that the meeting be adjourned.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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