REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MARCH 11, 2013
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Honsey, Bunke, Colbenson

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of Attorney Chiglo’s  recommendation to clarify Item 5C to read “closing the council meeting pursuant to attorney, client privilege, pursuant to MN Statute 13D.05(3)(b) to discuss arbitration/litigation strategy associated with the civil grievance filing.”  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Colbenson seconded by Honsey to approve the minutes of the February 25, 2013, meeting as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one wishing to speak at this time.  It was noted several students were attending for a community service class.
The following communications were received:
· Annual meeting of Historic Bluff Country 3/21/13, 9:00 a.m. at the Regional Visitor Center, 303 S. Elm Street, Rushford
· Rushford Historical Society annual meeting held 3/4/13; attached newsletter reported on past and upcoming activities

· Provide public notice of the closing of this meeting at the end of general business as stated above by Attorney Chiglo

Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid and to be paid along with accompanying fund summary report for period ending 03/11/13.
· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report.
· Approval of February Police Dept. revenue and expense report.

· Approval of February Police Dept. activity report.
· Approval of Public Works overtime/banked hours report.
· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report.
· Approval of Mayor Hallum attending the annual MN Mayor’s Association Conference April 26-28 in Moorhead.
· Approval of Resolution 2013-032 Renewal of Consumption & Display Permit for Hoiland Mill, 301 West Winona St., Rushford, MN

· Approval of Resolution 2013-033 Renewal of Exemption from Lawful Gambling License premises Permit LG214 for Camp Winnebago weekly Bingo events at Stumpy’s Restaurant, 122 W. Jessie, St., Rushford, MN  55971

Upon roll call all voted aye.
Charla Miertschin, Chair of the Rushford Airport Commission, and Alana Wilson of “Jumps for Hope” attended the meeting discussing events to encourage involvement and awareness of the airport facility.  On June 23, 2013, “Jumps for Hope” tandem skydiving is an event to raise money for area cancer victims in coordination with the Westside Skydiver’s Group.  An event scheduled for September 27-28, 2013 will include hot air balloons, air show, displays, speakers at the school, ground events, possibly a army helicopter and more.  Sponsorship will be solicited from area businesses and entities such as our airport engineers, Mead & Hunt and promoted through various aviation magazines and aviation followers.  It is envisioned this type of event would be held maybe once every five years and care has been taken to not schedule this during other city-wide events.  Discussion was held on the funding for such events, requiring certificates of coverage from the various entities and waivers from participants.  A nominal entrance fee would be charged for two-day September event with other vendors being on site for food, entertainment and promotional events.  The Commission was seeking input of $5,000.00 from the City to help sponsor the event.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to lock in the dates mentioned above; to further clarify and identify the insurance information needed and to look at the Airport budget further for funding.  It was noted funding has been reduced for the Airport in the past few years and the fund status would need to be reviewed.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Josh DeFrang of Otomo Engineering and Mark Gretebeck and John Wyciskalla of Braun Intertec attended the meeting to discuss the soil analysis conducted on the City property located north of Highway 16 and west of Elm Street (former Darr property). The Council had earlier authorized a Phase 1 study with test borings for soil samples.  Braun Intertec had found indications from past history records of fuel and agriculture activity and a lack of records of what kind of fill may have been hauled in, that contamination may be present in the area.  The City had also uncovered some areas of contamination while working on Elm Street a few years back.  The Braun representatives suggested it would be more cost effective to stop the soil samples and enter into a Phase II study, conducting only one set of soil samples.  Discussion was held on the proposed use of the site by Mr. & Mrs. John Loken to build a motel and the need for them to know what soil issues they may be dealing with.  If mitigation is necessary, (a Response Action Plan) the City may be able to apply through the Petro Fund or DEED Ag funds.  Motion by Colbenson seconded by Bunke to approve entering into an agreement with Braun Intertec at an approximate cost of $11,150.00 for a Phase II study, possibly in a few weeks when the weather warms up.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held on the Highway 43 bridge-to-bridge project scheduled for 2014.  Planning continues with MDOT for this project to replace City infrastructure while they are replacing the highway.  Otomo Engineering has discussed with the MN Public Facilities Authority how the city would stand on the project priority list for funding for sewer and water replacement.  The total project is expected to cost approximately $3.3 million with the City share being $1.7 million.  The City will need to finance the project with a combination of GO Bonds, assessments and possibly low interest PFA loans.  Discussions were held with financial planner Mike Bubany who noted that even with the additional engineering needed to comply with PFA requirements; the PFA interest rate is so much lower that there would be substantial savings to the City over the 20 year life of the note.  The City’s points are currently in the range for funding and given that this is a joint MDOT project, should improve the opportunity for funding.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson to move forward with the PFA application process, noting a facility plan is required and additional engineering costs will be incurred throughout the application process and follow-up.    Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held on the Ambulance Director Search process.  The committee had reviewed the applications and conducted oral interviews of four candidates who had signed the internal posting for the position.  Motion by Colbenson seconded by Honsey to approve the committee recommendation to appoint Lynn Humble to the position of Ambulance Direction, effective 3/12/13 at a Grade 6/Step 1 and covered by the bargaining unit agreement regarding benefits, pay and terms of employment.  It was noted the crew will work on the on-call time issues to ensure adequate coverage; Mayor Hallum noted Humble would have the confidence of the ambulance crew members and it was noted the City is fortunate to have such a good group of dedicated ambulance members.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held on the request reviewed at the last council meeting from Jayson and Stacy Johnson asking for a reimbursement of an amount assessed to their property taxes for past due charges.  Detailed information was reviewed on the improvements to their property, the amount charged to them, the grant they received for other improvements to their property, the city policies in place, the Fillmore County Court actions ruling for the City and legal expenses incurred by the City over two years ago.  A timeline of events and clarification of facts was provided to the council as there was some erroneous information in the original letter from their attorney. Attorney Chiglo also noted that the City should stand by policies in place as other citizens have had to follow those same policies.  It was the consensus of the Council that there is no reimbursement that can be provided to the Johnsons, there was no error on the part of the City, the City will stand by the policies and to inform the Johnson’s attorney of this decision.
Updates were provided for ongoing projects:
· Letter had been received from OSHA  reducing the fines from the review of a year ago; it was noted the City has had no work comp claims for a year and we have initiated the Regional Safety Group to include five other cities who meet for safety training on a regular basis

· The Brooklyn Park playground equipment will be shipped here in March and Caroline Dunham is working on a grant application to USDA for funding for a rubberized ground cover for the area

Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to close the meeting pursuant to attorney/client privilege pursuant to MN Statute 13D.05 (3)(b) to discuss arbitration/litigation strategy associated with the civil grievance filing.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

At this time all visitors were asked to leave the meeting room and Clerk/Treas. Zacher left the room as well.  Attorney Chiglo provided for the tape recording of the closed session.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to re-open the regular meeting at 8:51 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  Attorney Chiglo provided a brief summary that the Council had discussed strategy regarding the two grievances filed by AFSCME Local 1944 regarding the termination of part-time employee Curt Courrier.  The following action was agreed during the closed session to resolve the two, Step 2 grievances filed:
1.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson to direct and authorize Administrator Sarvi to correct the language of “termination” of Courrier and to provide an appropriate memo with corrective language for his file.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

2.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to direct and authorize Administrator Sarvi to resolve the grievance of improper lay-off by reinstating Curt Courrier effective 4/1/13 at the existing 36 hours per week, no overtime, with pro-rated benefits as per the employment contract, with employment to continue through December 31, 2013.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson that the meeting adjourn at approximately 8:56 p.m. Upon roll call all voted aye.
March 11, 2013 meeting minutes 

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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