REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 11, 2013
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Honsey, Bunke, Colbenson

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of the Administrator’s performance appraisal.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the minutes of the January 28, 2013, meeting as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one wishing to speak at this time.  It was noted one student was attending for a community service class.
The following communication was received:
· Invitation to the Rushford Area Chamber of Commerce Annual meeting to be held Friday, 2/15/13 at Lyndynn Bridge Assembly Room.  Council members were encouraged to attend.

· February EDA newsletter from the University of Minnesota.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid and to be paid along with accompanying fund summary report for period ending 02/11/13.
· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report.
· Approval of January Police Dept. revenue and expense report.

· Approval of January Police Dept. activity report.
· Approval of Public Works overtime/banked hours report.
· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report.
· Review of Annual Water Report indicating gallons pumped, sold, accounted for and unaccounted for.  This report is prepared in conjunction with the annual DNR Water Permit Report.  The City Clerk reviewed the various areas of information, highlighting the significant reduction in unaccounted for gallons of water and the history of past efforts.
Upon roll call all voted aye.
Mitch Bublitz and Mike & Heidi Halvorson attended the meeting representing the Bluff Country ATV group and the progress they have made with their trail application.  The DNR is currently reviewing the Yucatan/Bluff Country project proposal and requires a resolution renewing support of the project.  The original resolution was adopted 6/28/10 where the City agreed to act as the ATV Club Trail Sponsor.  Bublitz explained they had started with 22 miles of trails, with the DNR lowering the amount to 7 miles starting in Yucatan and eventually hoping to move toward Rushford.  Council member Bunke noted these will be high quality trails and he hopes to hold a meeting soon with the DNR to discuss other opportunities for the area.  The program is set up in the same manner as the Snowmobile Trail Grant in Aid where the City acts as the sponsoring, pass-through agent for the funding.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to adopt Resolution 2013-013 renewing support of the ATV trails project and reaffirming support for the project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Colbenson to accept the resignation of Julie Scudiero from the position of Ambulance Direction to pursue other employment.   The Council offered their thanks and wishes of good luck for her future endeavors.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to follow the City’s personnel policy and bargaining unit agreement and post the position opening for interested and qualified persons currently working for the City and /or currently a volunteer EMT with the Rushford Ambulance Service.  The notice details the requirements of the position and includes the current job description for the position.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Mayor Hallum noted the City is very blessed to have the quality of ambulance and fire services we have and that some other communities are having difficulty.  It was also noted that the departments also received a good deal of support from the businesses owners who allow their employees to volunteer.  
Discussion was held on a federal transportation planning grant offered through MDOT’s Safe Routes to School program.  Grants are available for infrastructure and planning projects to plan for increasing opportunities for children to walk and bicycle to school safely.  R-P School Supt. Chuck Ehler has provided a letter of support.  The estimated cost for the grant application to be prepared is up to $3,000.00 which the Rushford Community Foundation has agreed to support.  If the grant is successful, MDOT hires a planner to conduct community outreach and provides plans and methods to link the community, school and downtown together.  Funding for the actual infrastructure would come later.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to proceed with the application process for the Safe Routes to School planning grant.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
A draft request for proposal for lawn mowing and trimming was provided for review.  A subcommittee of Hallum, Colbenson and Sarvi had prepared the draft RFP to include all areas currently maintained by the public works department.  The City Attorney had reviewed and recommended language for insurance coverage for adequate protection of the City.  The mapping of the areas to be mowed was just completed and provided to the Council members, indicating approximately 136 total acres.  The RFP is designed to list a price for each area listed in case the City wants it mowed more often or less often than the “usual”.  Discussion was held on the time of day a contractor would be allowed to work and the length that the grass should be cut.  Each council member is to review the details of the RFP one more time and return any other suggestions or information to staff with the committee meeting one more time to compile a final version.  The final version will be available for council action at the next regular meeting.
Updates were provided for ongoing projects:
· The City of Rushford Village will be discussing the police service agreement at their next meeting as they did not have a quorum at their 2/5/13 meeting.
· The tree removal project proposed by Scott Leddy, using DNR Legacy grant funding will not be available as the grant is tied to having public land be available for open hunting.  It was noted the US Fish & Wildlife agent had also noted their availability for removing invasive species on the bluffs; DNR will also be continuing their work.

· Councilmember Bunke asked about selective harvest of trees to be done on the bluff this year, noting that skid trails for tree removals can sometimes turn into good walking trails.
· Administrator Sarvi and Tom Driscoll of the EDA will be attending the SMIF conference in Mankato this week.

· Council member Bunke discussed an Administrator performance appraisal and had provided a form with areas for scoring and providing comments.  Bunke had provided the form via email to all council members who should complete and return to him for compilation.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl that the meeting adjourn at approximately 7:35 p.m. Upon roll call all voted aye.
February 11, 2013 meeting minutes 

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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