REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 9, 2015
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Honsey, Bunke, Colbenson
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded Colbenson to approve the January 26, 2015 meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye with Honsey abstaining as he was absent for that meeting.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no citizens present at this time.
Notification was received from the following: 

· Acentek notice of channel change effective 3/1/15

· Mediacom notice of channel change effective 3/6/15

Motion by Honsey seconded by Colbenson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending  02/09/15
· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report
· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report
· Approval of the Police Department Activity Report
· Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report 

· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report 
· Annual renewal of the Agreement with Fillmore County for the 2015 Ambulance Subsidy Contract.  The subsidy provides funding of $4,500.00 for each Ambulance Service in Fillmore County to provide emergency and non-emergency services.

· Approval of renewal of agreement with Commissioner of Public Safety/MN State Patrol for I-Mobile services; a nationwide police communications system to provide connection and access to BCA and CJIS information.

· Approval of Resolution 2015-017 Renewal of Optional 2 AM Liquor License for Nordic Lanes.
· Approval of Resolution 2015-018 Renewal of Optional 2 AM Liquor License for Stumpy’s Restaurant.

· Discussion was held on the engineering costs incurred for the proposed canoe launch; number of trees to be cut in the area and status of plans.  The project is currently on hold until the DNR has determined the impact of wetland requirements for that area.
Upon roll call all voted aye.

Information was reviewed from Mike Bubany of David Drown Associates regarding the opportunity to refinance the 2009 Improvement Bond Issue.  The call date on this bond is 2/1/17, but an advanced refunding option/crossover refunding is also an option.  Bubany’s report details the potential risk involved and the ability to mitigate that risk with a Triggering Resolution; detailing the minimum savings target prior to a bond purchase agreement.  If minimum savings can be generated, the City can issue bonds to lock in rates and guarantee future savings.  The risk involved includes how interest rates may change during this process.  Bubany recommends we update the City’s credit rating to get the best interest rate possible.  The City was rated at A+ good and moved to an A stable due to dwindling cash reserves and not meeting our own policy on fund balances.  To mitigate the risk of interest rate changes during the process, a target of a minimum present value savings of $200,000.00 would be set prior to entering a new bond purchase agreement.  Motion by Colbenson seconded by Honsey to adopt Resolution 2015-019 Approving the Issuance of up to $2,270,000.00 of G.O. Improvement Crossover Refunding Bonds if the savings target of $200,000.00 is met.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Further discussion was held on the flower basket project for 2015.  It was noted that many areas of sidewalks and curb/gutter need to be completed this spring/summer and there will not always be immediate access to the poles for flower baskets.  Roger Colbenson presented an invoice for the City to purchase 120 completed baskets from him at a cost of $32.00 each = $3,840.00.  The Rushford Lions Club has indicated they would like to continue providing labor for this project, but have problems with dwindling manpower, have requests for improving the safety of the equipment they work with and would like to receive an increase in compensation for their efforts.  The funding they receive is turned around to help finance other worthwhile projects within the community.  Council members were encouraged to volunteer to partner with a Lion’s member to help with the watering.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve the purchase of 120 baskets from Roger Colbenson, to pay the Rushford Lion’s Club $2,500.00 for their work and to have the public works department work on retrofitting the truck with steps, seating and improved safety features.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Mediacom has contacted the City regarding their tower on Magelssen Bluff as they have no further use for it.  They offered to give the tower to the City if we had a need for it.  They stated the tower currently meets standards but in some cases they have done minor repairs or painting if a City requests it.  If the City is not interested,  they will demolish the structure.  Discussion was held on insurance, liability, potential uses and so forth.  Further investigation will be conducted before giving a final answer to Mediacom.
Discussion was held on having Council member Dahl be on a committee with the City Administrator and Public Works regarding the management of the bluff trees.  Council member Honsey noted he had received a compliment on the City walking/hiking trails on the bluff.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 7:15 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

February 9, 2015 meeting minutes 

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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