REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JANUARY 11, 2016
First item of business was for City Clerk Zacher to administer the Oath of Office to re-elected and newly elected members:  Mayor Chris Hallum, 2 year term; Council members Terri Benson, 4 year term; Council member Jim O’Donnell, 4 year term.

Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Bunke, Benson, O’Donnell 
Members Absent:  Council member Honsey

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Bunke to approve the agenda as presented, with the addition of consideration of a Safe Routes to School agreement document with Fillmore County.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Hallum to approve the December 28, 2015 meeting minutes as presented.   Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with no one wishing to speak at this time.
The following notifications were received:

· The Rushford Peterson Valley Chamber of Commerce annual meeting will be held Tuesday, January 26, 2016 at noon at the Ferndale Country Club.  Interested persons should RSVP directly to the Chamber office and all were encouraged to attend.
· A thank you letter was received from Southern MN Initiative Foundation (SMIF) for the Cities annual contribution to their organization.  

Upon suggestion of Council member Bunke, City Clerk Zacher provided an explanation/recap of the items typically provided on the consent agenda.  Several additional annual reports were provided at this time also.  New council members asked some questions and requested some further clarification of information provided on the reports.  After discussion there was a Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:
· Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for period ending  01/11/16
· Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report
· Approval of the Police Dept. Revenue & Expense Report

· Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report 

· Approval of Utilities Fund Recap Report 
· Recap of Annual Building/Zoning Permits issued 2010-2015 and a permit history since ‘89

· Recap of Annual 2015 Aquatic Center Revenue and Expenditures

· Review of Annual 2015/2016 Fee Schedule, noting some utility fees are already on a schedule for updating and aquatic center fees are typically reviewed on a seasonal basis.
Upon roll call all voted aye. 
Chief of Police Adam Eide attended the meeting recommending the City retain the services of Isaiah Bunke (fully licensed police officer) and Dalton Bellock (eligible to be fully licensed) to work in a part-time capacity for the Rushford Police Department.  Chief Eide reviewed the background of the two candidates, noting their schooling, skills training, standard testing and volunteer reserve duties.  Additional training in RPD policies and ride-along time will also be required. It is anticipated these officers will work to fill weekend day shifts, and fill in during sick, vacation or military leave time of the full-time officers at a rate of pay of $16.00 per hour.  It was noted that the department has not had part-time officers on staff for quite some time and that ideally, a pool of more officers available to draw from would be beneficial.  Chief Eide noted he just needed to complete some minor paperwork details and requirements of POST Board prior to putting these officers to work.  Motion by Bunke seconded by O’Donnell that the Chief move forward on meeting the POST Board requirements and that when completed and appropriate, the City retain Isaiah Bunke and Dalton Bellock as part-time police officers.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Next item of business was to consider setting a public hearing date for the amendment of the 1995 Local Lodging Tax Ordinance to designate the Rushford Peterson Valley Chamber of Commerce (RPVCC) Board of Directors to administer the proceeds of the local lodging tax for marketing and tourism promotional efforts.  Previously the SE MN Historic Bluff Country Board was named in the ordinance to administer the funds.  A Lodging Tax Report of revenue/expenditures from 1995 to present was provided for review with discussion held on how the lodging tax funds have been spent in the past and potential areas to change.  The RPVCC Board has reviewed and commented on proposed changes to the ordinance language.  It was decided to add one further amendment, that being that reporting to the City Council of activities would be conducted on a quarterly basis, rather than annual.  Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to set the public hearing for Monday, January 25, 2016, to consider amending portions of the Local Lodging Tax Ordinance.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Benson to establish the time and dates for the 2016 calendar of regular meetings of the Rushford City Council as attached.  The normal pattern has been to meet on the second and fourth Mondays of each month with a 6:30 p.m. start time at the Rushford City Hall.  Some variations may be warranted to accommodate the timing of certain official holidays.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Benson to appoint Council member Vern Bunke as the “Acting Mayor” for calendar year 2016.  This designee shall preside at the meetings of the Council in the absence of the Mayor and shall, during the absence of the Mayor from the City or during his disability, be Acting Mayor with full power as Mayor.  Upon roll call Bunke abstained and Hallum, O’Donnell and Benson voted aye.  Motion carried.
Discussion was held on Council appointments to the various commissions/boards with Council members expressing interest for some appointments.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Benson to approve the following Council appointments for 2016:  

Planning Commission & Library Board:  O’Donnell      EDA:  Honsey and Benson       
Airport & Electric Commission:  Hallum                       Labor/Management:  Hallum and Bunke

Parks/Trees/Trails:  Bunke 



      Community Ed:  Benson
Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Benson seconded by O’Donnell to approve the appointment of Pete LaFleur to serve another two year term on the Rushford Electric Commission and Helen Novlan to serve another four year term on the Zoning Board of Appeals.   Thanks were extended to these citizens willing to continue to serve on these committees. Appreciation was also extended two Jennifer Hengel and Lyle Nelson who are stepping down from the Planning Commission.   It was noted these two open positions remain on the Planning Commission along with one open position on Electric, one open position on Airport Commission and all positions on the Parks/Trees/Trail Board.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held on the annual appointment of person(s) agencies to various positions with questions answered regarding the reasoning for two attorney firms being appointed and how any conflicts of interest are handled.  Motion by Benson seconded by Bunke to approve the 2016 annual appoint of the following person(s) or agencies to the positions as listed:  

Health Officer:  John Peterson, MD

 
Animal Control:  Robert Brand 

Newspaper:  Tri-County Record                     
Fire Marshall:  Fire Chief

Primary Bank Depository:  Merchants Bank;  Secondary, Rushford State Bank

Forrester & Emergency Operations Director:  Administrator Sarvi 

City Attorney:  Chiglo Law Office
Prosecuting Attorney:  Luhmann Law, LLC

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held on a proposed agreement between the City of Rushford and Fillmore County for the administration of Federal Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Infrastructure Grant funding.  The MN DOT grant funding requires a County to be designated as the fiscal agent, but the City will remain responsible for the planning, permitting, specifications for bid letting, construction administrator, payment of matching funds and payment of any administrative expenses to the County.  Discussion was held on the grant application, process, timeline and potential costs; with the option of the City down-sizing if the project seems beyond reach financially.  The agreement with the County is the last piece of the application process.  Motion by O’Donnell seconded by Bunke to approve the Agreement with Fillmore County for administration of SRTS grant funding.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
It was reported that public works personnel are working on developing the skating rink as weather allows.  

A workshop is scheduled for 5:30 p.m. prior to the next regular Council meeting on January 25th to review the engineering study on possible street rehabilitation projects (Brian Malm of Bolton & Menk) and to review potential sources of financing for projects (Mike Bubany of David Drown Associates).
Motion by Bunke seconded by O’Donnell that the meeting be adjourned at approximately 8:05 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

January 11, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes
Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.
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