SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 15, 2008
Members Present:  Mayor Ladewig, Council members Johnson, Benson, Dahl, Deering
Mayor Ladewig called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Motion by Johnson seconded by Benson to approve the agenda as presented and to bring item 7c to the front of the meeting.  Upon roll call all voted aye. 
The Mayor asked at this time if there were any audience members wishing to be heard, with no one wishing to speak at this time.
A letter was received from Terry Erickson, Executive Director of Semcac, thanking the City for the donation of flood relief funds of $20,000.00 to the Reach Out for Warmth program and $8,000.00 for the Rushford Food Shelf.
Discussion was held on a recent notification of a petition for variance(s) and a conditional use permit for an animal feedlot in area adjacent to the Rushford Area Conservancy District.  Subsequent research by staff and Attorney Springer  detailed that the Conservancy District is appoint by the court and the City is not the owner/caretaker of the property, finding there is no authority for the City to be involved in the issue.  Ted Roberton addressed the council as one of the two remaining Conservancy Board members noting creation of this district and obtaining of easements had been worked on years ago to address flooding issues in the community and the board had tax levy authority if funds were needed for any work.  Attorney Springer described the judicial process necessary to remove members, noting the City is not a member, the area is outside of the City’s legal boundaries, but cooperative efforts had been and could be continued between the two entities.  Kyle Colbenson, a neighboring property owner discussed concerns for potential water quality problems.  Bill Luhmann, representing Joel & Curt Luhmann petitioners, discussed the scope of the request and methods of controlling potential problems.  Administrator Block noted he had checked with MN Rural Water/State of MN and the area in question does not impact the City’s well-head protection plan.  Following discussion of the issues, there was a consensus that the City attend the hearing to take note of the pros and cons of the case and keep informed on the situation.  
Some discussion was held on the DNR project of injecting dye in the springs of Rush Creek.  The DNR continues to monitor the situation, with nothing of significance to report at this time.

Bid results were reviewed from BDM Consulting Engineers for the Directional Bore Watermain and Forcemain on High Street and Rushford Avenue with three qualified bids being received.  BDM recommends accepting the low bid of Winona Mechanical in the amount of $145,980.00.  It was noted that FEMA paperwork is pending for payment of this project, but verbal approval has been given.  Discussion was held on up-sizing the pipes for this project to prepare for future growth, with the City being responsible for any additional costs involved.  It was proposed to up-size the water main from 6” to 8” and the sewer main from 4” to 6”. Motion by Johnson seconded by Dahl to accept the BDM recommended to award the project as bid to the low bidder, gather prices for up-sizing and if the decision to up-size is made, to prepare a change order at that time.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held on the 2009 budget and proposed tax levy.  Funds were reviewed, including mandatory debt service amounts, allocation of levied funds and local government aid into various funds and options as to the amounts to be levied.  Options were presented for 0%, 4% and 8% increases in the levy.  It was noted an increase in LGA funding is anticipated for 2009, but not guaranteed.  It was also noted this levy amount is considered the maximum and can be reduced.  Motion by Johnson seconded by Dahl to approve Resolution 2008-127, setting the maximum levy at $649,080.00 and to set a public hearing for the Truth in Taxation hearing for December 8, 2008, at 6:30 p.m., with a possible continuation hearing for December 22, 2008  at 6:30 p.m. and the same date/time for a final adoption hearing.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Dean Otomo of Otomo Engineering presented the preliminary plat for the Himlie Business park area, detailing the layout of the parcels, infrastructure, streets, utilities and engineering findings.  The preliminary plat review is not meant to address or approve/disapprove potential building structures for the site.  Motion by Benson seconded by Johnson to forward the Himlie Business park preliminary plat to the planning commission for their review and findings.  Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Benson, Johnson, Dahl, Ladewig.  Deering did not cast a vote.  Motion carried.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Johnson that the meeting be adjourned.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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