REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF OCTOBER 13 2009
Members Present:  Mayor Ladewig, Council members Johnson, Benson, Dahl, Wolter
Mayor Ladewig called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Motion by Johnson seconded by Wolter to approve the agenda with the addition of consideration of final payment of the water treatment plant project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Benson seconded by Wolter to approve the September 28, 2009, council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye. 
The following communications was reviewed: announcement of a pre-construction meeting for impacted residents of the 2009 municipal improvement project.  Ferry Street and Rushford Avenue residents were invited to attend at meeting at 5:30 P.M. AT City Hall on 10/15/09.
Motion by Johnson seconded by Wolter to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following items:
· Approve list of bills paid and to be paid and the accompanying fund summary report.
· Approve the September Police Dept. revenue and expenditure report as presented.
· Approve the September Police Activity report as presented with activity listed to date.
· Approve the Public Works Dept. overtime/ banked hours report as presented. 

· Approve Financial Statement and Investment Reports as presented.
· Annual Review and Approval of the Snow Removal Policy as presented.

· Approve the renewal of the Joint Victim Liaison Program with Fillmore Family Resources.

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Benson to approve Resolution 2009-069 Authorizing the Execution of a Grant Agreement with MDOT for Airport Improvements.  The grant facilitates the use of 95% federal and 5% local cost share for design of a six unit t-hangar and removal of trees.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Robert seconded by Johnson to approve Resolution 2009-070 directing staff to proceed with the application to the MN Public Facilities Authority for a Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund loan for improvements to the drinking water system.  The 2009 Municipal Improvement Project DWRF loan application is estimated to be $1,450,000.00.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held regarding a recommendation from the EDA regarding the Business Flood Recovery Loan Policy.  An option will be offered for recipients to blend their loans, making for easier cash flow, less bookwork and make payments more reasonable.  Council member Johnson stated he felt this was a good idea.  Motion by Benson seconded by Wolter to approve the recommendation of the EDA as presented and allow for the option of a blended repayment schedule.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Johnson seconded by Dahl to accept the recommendation of the Rushford Municipal Electric Commission and approve Resolution 2009-071 Authorizing Execution of a Sub-Grant Agreement with the Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management for a program entitled Hazard Mitigation Assistance Program FEMA1830-DR-MN, and to authorize staff to execute agreements as necessary for a mitigation grant to help prevent future electrical problems.  The project would include moving overhead to underground in the downtown area and along Maple Street.  Estimated cost of the project is $240,619.00 with a City share of $60,155.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
It was noted one position remains to be filled on the Tree Board.

Upcoming meeting dates were noted: Tree Board 11/05/09, Library Board 11/02/09, EDA 10/20/09, Airport Commission 10/19/09, Planning Commission 10/20/09, and RME 10/21/09. 
Motion by Johnson seconded by Wolter to approve final payment to Wapasha Construction as recommended by BDM Engineering in the amount of $12,983.55.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Mayor at this time asked if any citizens were present to address the council; there were no citizens present other than media.
Information was provided for review from the League of MN Cities and Coalition of Greater MN Cities regarding issues and pending legislation of concern to the Council. 
Administrator Block reported on the following ongoing activities:
· The levee recertification status continues to be reworked and compressed to look for various methods, using new technologies, to make the needed corrections.
· The Corps of Engineers has changed some of their ideas for use of the levee system and are not opposed to use of the levee for such things as a bike trail.  It was noted putting a hard surface on top of the levee may work to the advantage of dike repairs by addition of some height.

· As stated in the past, it is crucial to maintain a good working relationship with the DNR, MDOT and DEED on these and various other projects.
· SEMNLM meeting scheduled in Stewartville 10/29/09; interested council members should advise staff to get registered.

· The Community Center RFQ/RFP has generated interest from several entities, with the Governor’s Design Team also following the process.

· Semcac will soon be ready to move into the Tenborg Building for the senior nutrition site and food shelf site.

A meeting was held with two City of Rushford Village council members to discuss the sale of water to the Village.  Their engineering firm, Davy Engineering, had advised them to look at all possibilities.  A letter sent by the City to CRV had stated if they were interested, we would work on an agreement but first conduct a study to see if it was even feasible.  In other CRV business, they discussed the Stensgard detachment request, stating it was for emergency needs but wanting to review the process and other considerations.
A chart was reviewed, originally designed shortly after the flood, detailing a variety of projects, costs and sources of funding.

Attorney Springer noted the property transfer between the City and Darr will be closed in November; with the City completing the tree removal and using the site for dumping of fill from the improvement project.  Springer also continues to work on the property access issues behind the Rushford Foods and the Rushford Hardware Store.  Condemnation paperwork is still in process on the Lesser property and will soon be scheduled for court action.
October 27th at the Hoiland Mill, 5-6:30 p.m. the EDA and Chamber will partner to recognize Manufacturer’s Week, honoring our eight local businesses.  The event will be similar to a Business After Hours event and all Chamber members, council, board and commissions are invited to attend.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Wolter to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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