REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JULY 13, 2009
Members Present:  Mayor Ladewig, Council members Johnson, Benson, Dahl
Absent: Council member Wolter

Mayor Ladewig called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Johnson to approve the agenda with the addition of discussion on the Water Treatment Plant change order.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Benson seconded by Johnson to approve the June 22, 2009, council meeting minutes with a typographical correction to read “wine tasting”.  Upon roll call all voted aye. 
Motion by Johnson seconded by Dahl to approve the June 29, 2009, special council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The following communications were reviewed:
· Correspondence from Mediacom regarding changes to channel programming.

· Notification that Semcac has spent the flood funds donation of $20,000.00 in support of the Reach Out for Warmth Program.  The donation also leveraged another $20,000.00 in a state match program to assist families in need.

· Letter from Rep. Greg Davids congratulating the city on the receipt of the DEED 2009 Small Cities Development Program Emergency Disaster Funding grant of $320,000.00 

· Mayor Ladewig had also received a letter from DEED Commissioner Dan McElroy on this grant.  The Mayor thanked staff for submitting paperwork for this grant.

Motion by Benson seconded by Dahl to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following items:
· Approve list of bills paid and to be paid and the accompanying fund summary report.
· Approve the June Police Dept. revenue and expenditure report as presented.
· Approve the June Police Activity report as presented with activity listed to date.
· Approve the Public Works Dept. overtime/ banked hours report as presented. 

· Approve Financial Statement and Investment Reports as presented.
· Reviewed the report of the annual Spring Clean Up breakdown of revenues, expenses and history report.

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held regarding the $320,000.00 DEED grant to help with recovery efforts associated with the June 2008 flooding.  The funds would be used to abate sewer assessments for approximately 39 households in the core downtown Rushford area.  Semcac may be approached to assist with the household verifications and paperwork to allocate the funds.  Motion by Benson seconded by Johnson to accept and execute the grant agreement with the State of MN.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Daryl Thompson, representing the downtown motel group, reported the group had made a valiant effort to raise funds but will not be able to proceed as they were unable to raise adequate funds for the development of a downtown motel.  The group has formed an entity to promote and build Rushford and would be willing to look at other projects to support.  Thompson thanked the council and expressed gratitude for giving the group a chance to raise funds.  Thompson also noted that as a group, they would support whatever any other motel developer proposes to do.  
Dean & Dave Otomo of Otomo Engineering presented drawings and more detailed information on the proposed improvement projects:  

1. Street and underground utility project  

· Borings have been done to determine ground situation

· Silty materials would be removed and filled with sand

· Old bituminous will be reclaimed and used as base where feasible

· Storm sewer will be larger in some areas for greater capacity

· Discussed some of Corps drainage plans

· Replacing old pipes will improve inflow and infiltration problems

· Oldest sewer and storm sewer lines will be removed

· Some old water lines will be removed, others may be left in place but capped

2. Sewer and Water north of Pine Meadows North  

· Moved construction area to the east as Dammen's have potential extra lots in the area

· Will be more expensive for city due to more engineering, legal descriptions

3. Himlie Business Park

· Culverts will go under driveway

· Took MNDOT long time to realize which direction water would naturally flow

· Grass swale around entire subdivision so exterior water goes out to highway ditch

· All of interior water handled by ponds as required by MPCA

Otomo engineering will review these plans again, as will Public Works Director Jeff Copley to cover any details missed.  The Council will then consider these plans again at the next regular council meeting.
At a previous council meeting Mike Bubany, of David Drown Associates presented a preview of a Capital Improvement Planning Program.  The program allows various inputs of data on finances, community background and provides variables for financial projects.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Johnson to implement this program with David Drown Assoc. at a cost of $2,500.00.  Bubany had noted they would begin inputting information immediately to help facilitate decisions on upcoming projects and financing methods.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Benson seconded by Johnson to approve Charge Order #2 to the water treatment plant project noting various changes which resulted in a net increase of $1,635.78.  Pay Est. #12 was also approved which released a greater amount of the retainage. The total project cost still remains under budget by approximately $2,500.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held on board and committee appointments noting spots remain open on the Tree Board and Electric Commission.
Upcoming meeting dates were noted: Tree Board 8/6/09, Library Board 8/3/09, EDA 8/4/09, Airport Commission 7/20/09, Planning Commission 7/21/09, and RME 7/15/09. 
Minutes were provided for review from all the EDA meetings of June and the July 7th meeting.  Tree Board meeting minutes of July 2nd were also provided for review.

The Mayor at this time asked if any citizens were present to address the council, with no one wishing to speak at this time.

Information was provided for review from the League of MN Cities and Coalition of Greater MN Cities regarding issues and pending legislation of concern to the Council.  It was the noted the annual CGMC meeting in Brainerd is coming up and any council persons wishing to attend should let staff now.
Administrator Block reported on the following ongoing activities:
· Library fund raising activities continue with various committees hard at work, some activity has slowed, however, due to uncertainty on funding and such items as community center, and so forth
· Tom Serie, motel developer, with now return to the city to continue discussion on his proposed project

· Administrator Block and Kyle Colbenson participated in a meeting in Lewiston with Federal Watershed Representatives.  The core groups of P. Julsrud, M. Jeresek, J. Reinhardt are working on the proposed Rush-Pine watershed area.  This district would be created as a 501c3 organization allowing access to funds to do projects in the area.  Many farmers are involved in this area and the projects would not be about flood control alone, rather quality of land, wildlife, fish, etc.  It may take 3-5 years to become certified.  Block asked how much staff time and expense does the Council wish to put into this project.  It was the consensus of the council that this issue is important to the City but at some point there will be a limit on how much tax dollars shall be spent.  It was the consensus to continue involvement and review in a couple of months the progress of the group to determine further actions.
Mayor Ladewig at this time recognized Dan Fox and Rushford Hypersonic for their initiative and for their historic events realized with their drill bit process.  It was noted there was a good attendance at the workshops and events that RinTek and Rushford Hypersonic sponsored over Rushford Days.  It was also noted that of the 3 patents that the U of M has out regarding nanotechnology, the Rushford effort is successful and continues to move forward.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Johnson that the meeting be adjourned.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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