REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 22, 2010
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Honsey, Bunke, Roberton
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Roberton to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of two new notices.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to approve the February 8, 2010 minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Mayor Hallum asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard.  Tom Serie of F & L Development introduced Roger Zoeg whose son-in-law and daughter will be operating the community center.  Serie invited council members to visit the community center building site, noting the siding will be done shortly, they will be pouring more concrete inside and they hope to be ready to open by mid May.  Serie noted that financing is progressing on the motel; noting that the community center needed to be moving forward first as the two are tied so closely together.
The following notices were received:

· Notice from Mediacom of the addition of the Sprout Channel (children’s programming) and the discontinuation of the Game Show Network.
· Notifications regarding Governor Pawlenty’s proposal for additional reductions in local government aid for 2010 in the amount of $113,298.00.  
· Notification of Project Get Outdoors – requesting volunteers to assist in outdoor recreational programs, the environment and how nature affects our lives; such programs involving 2nd grade to 5th grade children.

· Notification to elected officials to encourage constituents to complete their 2010 Census questionnaires.  The 2010 Census questionnaires will be delivered mid-March and it is important that the forms be completed and returned.
Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid thru 2/22/10.
Upon roll call all voted aye.
Bill Chang of BDM Engineering and Jeff Copley, Public Works Director provided a presentation on the history and status of improvements at the City’s wastewater treatment plant (WWTP).  A timeline of upgrades, permit violations, and minor improvements was detailed along with a description of how the plant actually operates and where the problem areas are.  In 2006 a Feasibility Study was authorized to determine the scope of work needed to correct areas of concern.  Starting in 2007, meetings were held with the City of Rushford Village (CRV) as changes made to the WWTP will impact the services they receive as well as rates charged for South Rushford.  The 2007 Flood event inundated the WWTP and FEMA funds are available to help restore it to pre-flood conditions.  In 2009 the Facility Plan was completed for the WWTP and public hearings were held with CRV publicly supporting the needed improvements.  The project is on the State’s Public Facility Authority (PFA) funding list, ranking 52 among 380 projects.  PFA funding has a less than 2% interest rate and the City is also eligible for a TMDL (total maximum daily loads) Grant as determined by the MN Pollution Control Agency (MPCA).  Estimated cost of Phase 1 is $1 Million, is good for 20 years or better and includes a new final clarifier, a new sludge digester/storage tank and other flood related repairs that will be FEMA funded. Total FEMA funding is not known until work progresses and it can be determined if areas were damaged by the flood or not (example:  underground electrical components).  

Phase 1 improvements do not add capacity to the plant, they correct the deficiency of the final clarifier being too small, pushing solids out and causing violations. Inflow and Infiltration (I&I) has been an issue in the past during heavy rains, but even if that were corrected, the system needs to hold more than 60 days of product and needs to be enlarged to do that and run the most efficiently.  A rate analysis will be required by PFA prior to funding and CRV is aware of the potential rate increase. The City also has some reserved sewer funds which can be used on this project to help minimize the impact to the rate structure.  CRV also recognizes that their waste is a higher organic load than they were originally allocated and that issue will also need to be addressed. Chang noted there are needed repairs to the Headworks building and equipment with some damages caused by the flood, but further evaluation needs to be done to determine that scope of work and is not included in Phase 1. Phase 2 for the WWTP would focus on equipment and pump replacement and can be done by public works staff over a longer period of time, setting aside funds annually.  In February plans and specifications need to be submitted to the MPCA for review and to preserve our standing on the PFA funding list. PFA will not allocate funding for a project until MPCA has reviewed and approved the plans/specs. Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to authorize staff and BDM Engineering to submit the necessary paperwork and plans and specifications to MPCA for review of Phase 1 WWTP upgrades.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  It was noted for a general timeline: MPCA may have review done by May, advertisement for bids in June, construction from August 2010-2011 with facility start up in August 2011.
A letter was read from RINTek forgoing any claim to the $600,000.00 State grant awarded in 2005.  The matching funds portion of this DEED Brownfield Grant proved to be nearly impossible to meet as well as meeting the concept of public purpose expenditure to satisfy DEED requirements.  The grant was to be awarded to the City with RINTek as the partnering agency to acquire property and equip a facility for RINTek.  By letting the State know we will not be able to perform on this grant, the State can direct the funds elsewhere and RINTek can concentrate their efforts on new programs that may better help achieve their goal.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to send a letter to DEED informing them that the City and RINTek have reluctantly conceded to turn back the $600,000.00 Nanotechnology Grant award.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Christina Peterson of Yaggy Colby Associates discussed the Federal Recreation Trails Program grant application (to be administered through the Minnesota DNR) and the possibility of using these funds as a match for the new Minnesota Legacy Trail Grant already awarded to the City.  The Legacy grant is unique in that it allows matches from other programs to help insure that projects are completed.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to proceed with the grant application for Phase 1 of the trail project and to approve Resolution 2010-005 supporting the Federal Recreational Trail Grant application.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to approve Resolution 2010-006 urging the legislature to reject Governor Pawlenty’s additional budget cuts to Local Government Aid for 2010.  It was noted the City’s 2010 LGA has already been cut by $97,112.00 and the Governor’s proposal would mean an additional $113,298.00.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke to approve the request of Mayor Hallum to write a letter of recommendation for Caleb Feine regarding his candidacy as an officer with the U.S. Air Force.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Roberton to approve the appointment of Jeff Bunke to serve on the Rushford Municipal Electric Commission for a term ending January 2011.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

It was noted two opening still remain on the Planning Commission.
Upcoming meeting dates were noted:  Tree Board 3/4/10; Library Board 3/1/10; EDA 3/2/10; Airport Commission 3/15/10; Planning Commission 3/16/10; RME 3/17/10.  Minutes from the Airport meeting of January 19th were provided for review as were minutes from the January 19th Planning Commission meeting and the January 20th Electric Commission meeting.  The annual electric kWh purchased and sold report, sales by customer count and line loss report was also provided for review.
Information was provided for review from the League of MN Cities and Coalition of Greater MN Cities regarding issues and pending legislation of concern to the City; specifically LGA unallotment issues.
Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey that the meeting be adjourned at 7:40 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

February 2010 Council Meeting Minutes

Submitted by:  Kathy Zacher, City Clerk/Treas.

Following a brief recess, an informal work session was convened.  Council member Bunke shared his experiences at the League of MN Cities conference, noting it was very informative; LMC staff was very helpful and will be a good resource in the future; would have liked more small group break-out sessions; would have liked more current issue discussions; overall very good seminar.
Ambulance Director Julie Ziebell and Asst. Bruce Hovland provided background and information on the ambulance service:

· Two ambulance rigs; E450 and F450; happy with both and will plan for rotation of same type vehicles; may consider doing a “remount” which is changing the work compartment over the existing chassis as a more cost effective method of upgrading

· 235 ambulance calls in 2009; 3 EMT’s on call 24 hrs. a day

· 8 Full-time volunteers; 11-Part-time volunteers; First Responders help if needed

· Regulated by EMSRB (Emergency Medical Services Regulatory Board)

· EMT’s have extensive training including NIMS training, HIPPA rules

· Rushford is training institute also; teach CPR/AED & First Aid for ambulance, fire departments, nursing home staff, schools and day care staff, business and community members

· Provide training for First Responder certification and recertification of Fire and Police Dept.

· Potential upcoming expense depends on what County will do with the radio/pager systems; State Patrol and DNR using 800 MHZ system; cost of new towers that will work in the valleys of this area is a problem; still need paging capability; new equipment to go with county plan could be very expensive; some grants may be available
Fire Chief Dave Lombard and 1st Asst Chief Paul Corcoran and 2nd Asst. Chief Dale Brand provided background and information on the fire department services:

· Volunteer fire staff  totals 29 members/ 4 in training now; ½ department has under 10 years experience
· Many hours of continuing education on the pumps, trucks, waterway extrication, hazmat, ethanol burns, etc. etc.  

· Use Riverland Community College for some training and also do in-house training for more hands-on experience

· Statistics provided for types of fire runs/calls/responses in past year; 566 man hours of labor

· Seven trucks in fleet each valued $100,000.00 – $200,000.00 and each with approx. $40,000.00 of equipment; oldest vehicle is a ’92; 3 years left to pay on the Rescue Truck; all others are paid for

· Plan provided for rotation of vehicles spanning 20-30 years; need City to continue to set aside $20,000.00 each year to help cover city’s share of vehicle purchase; some trucks split cost with Mill Rate funds
· Department determined needed additional equipment and needed space for storage; did garage addition with volunteer labor; almost done
· Ranger-type vehicle soon to be purchased; will have more details in a couple months

Administrator Block provided a breakdown of flood losses by department and resulting revenues (some pending) from insurance, FEMA and other sources.  Some projects are still in progress such as the community center and levee recertification.  Other flood recovery efforts include the Housing Rehab Grant via Semcac; Housing Quick Start Program via MHFA; Business Flood Recovery loans via DEED and Radar Flood Recovery efforts.  Other City projects reviewed included the ’09 Municipal Improvement Project, Himlie Business Park, WWTP Upgrade and Trail Expansion Project; detailing costs and sources of revenues ranging from assessments to loans and grants.

Following the above presentation an on-site tour of the Ambulance Department Facility and Fire Department Facility was provided to the Council at 8:50 p.m.
PAGE  
4

