CHRIS HALLUM – Mayor (12/31/11)
ROBERT DAHL, Acting Mayor (12/31/11)
VERN BUNKE, Councilor (12/31/13)
MARK HONSEY, Councilor (12/31/13)
TED ROBERTON, Councilor (12/31/11)

_______________________________________________________________________
RUSHFORD CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
Monday
May 23, 2011
6:30 pm
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS

RUSHFORD, MINNESOTA
________________________________________________________________________________
OPEN HOUSE FOR PUBLIC AND COUNCIL 4:00 – 6:00 P.M.  CITY HALL HIGHLIGHTING UPCOMING PROJECTS;   ENGINEERS AND STAFF ON HAND TO ANSWER QUESTIONS AND PROVIDE INFORMATION
1.  Call to Order
2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda
3.  Approval of Minutes 

3.  (A) Regular Meeting of May 9, 2011 – see attached minutes
4.  Appearance of Interested Citizens
5.  Notices/Communications/Announcements
5.  (A) Notification from MN Energy Resources regarding public hearings scheduled on their natural gas rate increase request.
5.  (B) Notification of Rushford Community Foundation Annual Meeting scheduled for Monday, 5/23/11, Noon, Tri-County Electric Meeting Room.

5.  (C ) Luther College “Relay 150” – relay race from Holmen, WI to Decorah, IA commemorating Luther College Sesquicentennial – June 4 & 5.   Camping sites check points, and various visitor amenities being coordinated through Chamber, City, R-P School, and local businesses.  
6.  Consent Agenda
6.  (A) Approval of Verified Claims and for the reporting period ending May 23, 2011—see attachment
7.  Public Hearing
8.  General Business
8.  (A)  Consideration of receiving reports from any of the engineers present at the open house event; any updates, public input received, or comments on status of projects: 


John Stewart – FEMA projects update

Barr Engineering – levee corrective measures
Otomo Engineering – Infrastructure Improvements/Hwy 43 Upgrade

Yaggy Colby – recreation trail

BDM Engineering – wastewater treatment plant

Mead & Hunt – airport hangar construction

Friends of the Library – library project

8. (B)  Consideration of receiving bond financing recommendations from

Mike Bubany, of David Drown Associates, regarding the available options for the financing of the “2011 Municipal Improvement Project”.  Mr. Bubany will present his analysis, and following that, Council will be asked to consider approval of a resolution that establishes a date for the sale of bonds.   See attached letter regarding debt levels, letter providing recommendation for issuance and Resolution 2011-025 Providing for the Competitive Negotiated Sale of $1,185,000. General Obligation Improvement Bonds, Series 2011A.
8.  (C) Consideration of accepting the recommendation of Otomo Engineering to award the construction contract for the 2011 Municipal Improvement Project (South portion of Phase 1) to the apparent lowest responsible, responsive bidder Zenke, Inc. of LaCrescent, MN, contingent upon acquiring the appropriate financing.  Such action allows the contractor to process the contract documents and keep the process moving forward in a timely manner.  See attached staff report and Resolution 2011-024 Awarding Construction Contract.
8.  (D) Consideration of receiving financial information from Tom Serie, F & L Management regarding the Guardian Inn Motel.  Staff will also provide update.
8.  (E) Consideration of continuing discussion on the proposed financing plan for a cooperative tax abatement  and a proposed business subsidy to assist in the financing of the Guardian Inn Motel project in the Himlie Business Park.  At a previous meeting proposed development agreements, timelines and explanations were provided to the Council by Mike  Bubany of David Drown Associates.  Attached Resolutions are to set public hearings for June 13, 2011 if either or both are deemed appropriate:
(1)  Resolution No. 2011-026 Setting Date for a Public Hearing on the Approval of a Tax Abatement Resolution for the Purpose of Assisting a Motel Project in the City of Rushford, MN

(2) Resolution No. 2011-027  Resolution Calling Public Hearing on the Proposed Business Subsidy to Guardian Inn of Rushford, MN LLC

8.   (F) Consideration of receiving report on Municipal Liquor Store Operations and updates/suggestions on continuing activities and dates of operation.  Staff to report.
8.  (G) Consideration of adopting Resolution 2011-028  Acknowledging a $1,000.00 

Donation from Panda Chinese Food/Lucky Panda Chinese Restaurant for the Rushford Fire Department and Rushford Ambulance Service – see attached Resolution
9.  (H) Consideration of nominating and approving the appointment of a
           Volunteer citizen to the respective board and commission as listed below. 
Tree Board [one (1) appointee is needed]
1. ________________________ (Unexpired term – January 2012)
Airport Commission [one (1) appointee is needed]

1.  Carolyn Dunham (3 year term to June 2014)
Economic Development Authority [one (1) appointee is needed]

1. Tom Driscoll (six year term to May 2017)

9.  Ordinances—None
10.  Reports, Updates, and Miscellaneous:  
10.  (A) Tree Board (Honsey)—next meeting June 2nd,  7:00 am  
10.  (B) Library Board (Hallum)—next meeting August 1st,  7:00 pm
10.  (C) Rushford EDA (Bunke, Roberton)—next mtg. June 7th , 6:30 am
10.  (D) Airport Commission (Honsey)—next meeting June 20th ,  6:30 pm
10.  (E) Planning Commission (Dahl)—next meeting June 21st,  6:30 pm                                                        
10.  (F) Rushford Municipal Electric (Bunke) — June 22nd,  6:00 pm
10.  (G) Rushford EDA Training Session –  June 1st , 1:00 pm  City Hall
10.  (H) CGMC and LMC updates – see attached
10.  (I) Updates/Reports Staff
1. 2009 Municipal Street and Utility Improvement Project – blacktop lift completed, landscaping repairs continue 
2.  2011 Municipal Street and Utility Improvement Project  - pre-construction meeting will be arranged following completion of contract documents.
3. Levee Corrective Measures Project – work continues on easements, property descriptions and design work –  see attached minutes of meeting with Corps of Engineers
4.  Bike Trail Improvement Project – coordinating flood modeling engineering with Barr Engineering to satisfy MDOT requirements in preparation of obtaining permits
5. Tri-City Planning Committee – next meeting June 22nd , 6:30 p.m.
6.  FYI: the Rushford Fire Department Relief Association is conducting a fund raising activity for the Relief Association consisting of the publication of a book of stories/memories of the 2007 flood event.  The project will be facilitated by a grant from Rushford Community Foundation and help from volunteers.  No action required from the Council. 
10.  (J) Adjournment
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