Things you can do to be part of

the Solution to Storm Water Pollution

REMEMBER:  ONLY RAIN DOWN THE DRAIN

As storm water flows over driveways, lawns and sidewalks, it picks up debris, chemicals, dirt and other pollutants. Anything that enters a storm sewer system is discharged untreated into the waterbodies we use for swimming, fishing and providing drinking water. Polluted runoff is one of the nation’s greatest threats to clean water. 

You can help cut down on polluted run-off: 

         Wash your car on a lawn or use a commercial car wash to minimize the amount of dirty, soapy water that runs to the storm sewer 

         Clean paint brushes in the sink and properly dispose of unused paint at a recycling center

         Sweep up and properly dispose of construction debris such as concrete and mortar 

         Seed bare spots on your lawn to prevent soil erosion

         Keep leaves and grass clippings out of the street, compost or recycle yard waste

         Be aware of the phosphorus levels in lawn fertilizers and pesticides and use sparingly

         Repair auto leaks and dispose of antifreeze, oil and batteries at designated recycling locations

         Never pour leftover fertilizer and pesticides down storm drains

         Clean up after your pet

It’s important to realize that your actions will have an impact on area streams, creeks and rivers because all rainwater and other runoff from your property will eventually flow above ground or through sewer systems to those bodies of water.
