REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JULY 27, 2009
Members Present:  Mayor Ladewig, Council members Johnson, Benson, Dahl, Wolter
Mayor Ladewig called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
Motion by Johnson seconded by Wolter to approve the agenda with the addition of discussion on the upcoming planned power outage.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Benson seconded by Dahl to approve the July 13, 2009, council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Senator Sharon Erickson Ropes attended the council meeting asking to hear any questions or concerns from the citizens, stating she relies on bottom-up governance to best represent her constituents needs.  LGA cuts were discussed as well as pending cuts for future years.  Susan Hart, Librarian discussed problems with libraries negotiation contracts with the County and the need for better funding formulas for libraries.  Council member Jim Wolter discussed the LGA cuts, noting they were disproportionate to the ability to collect back the lost revenue.  Council member Benson asked what other areas were being cut besides LGA. Administrator Block asked if the State was ready for the possibility of a pandemic situation; with the Senator stating she had been assured the State was ready.  Senator Ropes asked about the flood recovery efforts in the community, if there were any funding gaps, or any other flood issues. She stated she had received a petition regarding the DNR bridge and asked what the City position was on this matter.  It was noted the most pressing issue will be to complete the recertification of the levee system and the huge cost that may involve.

The following correspondence was received and reviewed:
· Reminder of Culpepper & Merriweather Circus coming to town August 1st, sponsored by Chamber of Commerce
Motion by Wolter seconded by Dahl to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of bills paid through 7/27/09
Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Johnson to adopt Resolution 2009-057 adopting the “Identity Theft Prevention Program”. This program outlines preventative measures and provides red flag rules to prevent identify theft through the City’s electric, water, sewer, ambulance and fire billing customers.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Wolter seconded by Benson to adopt Resolution 2009-058 Ordering Improvements and Directing Preparation of Final Plans and Specifications for the 2009 Underground Utility and Street Improvement Projects 1, 3 and 4.  A public hearing had earlier been held on all projects 1-4.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Dean Otomo of Otomo Engineering and John Stewart of BDM Consulting Eng. Attended the meeting discussing the plans and specifications for the 2009 project.  Part of the project is PFA eligible, part will be assessable, part may be funded by FEMA and the balance would require a bond issue.  It was noted that at this time interest rates are very favorable and contractors have been supplying some very favorable prices for projects.  After the bid letting process, it can then be determined if the cost of the project is feasible or if changes will need to be made.  Otomo explained there would be one contract book with four parts to it, which could be bid separately.  After considerable discussion on the matter, there was a Motion by Johnson seconded by Wolter to adopt Resolution 2009-059 Approving Plans and specifications and Ordering Advertisement for Bids.   Upon a roll call vote the following voted:  Dahl aye, Benson aye, Ladewig aye, Johnson aye, Wolter aye.  Motion carried.
Administrator Block provided a spread sheet regarding the Himlie Business Park; net result of holding the property as is and net result of investing and developing the property.

A recommendation was received from the Airport commission to approve Task Order #5 for professional services with Mead & Hunt to provide design and phase one construction engineering services for a 6 unit t-hangar. It was noted that if NPIAS funding should be pulled from this project, these costs are still covered and the City would have the plans for future use.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Johnson to approve Task Order 5 for airport engineering services as recommended by the airport commission.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Planning Commission minutes of 6/16/09 were provided for review and recommendations from their July 21st meeting were received.  The Planning Commission approved the site plan for the GS Woxland Warehouse construction in Rush Creek Business Park.  Motion by Johnson seconded by Dahl to accept the Planning Commission’s recommendation and approve the Woxland site plan review.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Planning Commission recommended the sale of approximately 6-7 acres in the Rush Creek Business Park to Dennie Darr for development of an auction center business and parking.  Exact acreage needs are not known yet.  Administrator Block noted that certain negotiations are ongoing for the possible exchange of other property owned by Darr as part of the sale.  It was the consensus of the council they would like to keep the Darr business here and authorized the Administrator to continue negotiations with Darr.

A staff report was reviewed regarding the need to hire new bartender/clerks at the Rushford Municipal Liquor Store.  It was noted several part-time employees have moved to other full-time positions. Motion by Benson seconded by Wolter to approve the hiring of Clyde Mckenize and Mary Hurtenach.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

It was noted board openings still remain on the Tree Board and Electric Commission.

The Mayor at this time welcomed Tom Serie back to the table for discussion on the development of a Guardian Inn Motel in Rushford.  Ladewig stated since the local motel group had thrown their support this way, he hoped Serie would continue and the project would go forward.  Serie stated that is a developer, not a majority owner and he would be looking at interested parties to be owners.  He thanked the Mayor for the nice reception for the visitors he had brought to town this past week.

The Mayor at this time asked if any persons in the audience wished to address the council, with no one wishing to speak.

Eric Hoiland commented on his observations as a visitor to council meetings since 2007.  He reported hearing favorable reports of the Guardian Inn Motel in Windom from a friend of his.  He also noted that his business venture may be affected because of the lack of lodging space available in Rushford.  
Administrator Block reported on the following:

· A 10-12 hour planned power outage is necessary for ITC Midwest & Alliant to make changes to their poles and lines.  

· An RFP will be developed with all the details and funds available for a 400 seat community center.  It it can’t be done, or the City decides not to do it, then the City would need to reallocate the FEMA funds to another public project.  
Upcoming meeting dates include:  Tree Board 8/6/09, Library Board 8/3/09; Rushford EDA 8/4/09, Airport Commission 8/17/09, Planning Commission 8/18/09; RME 8/19/09. 

Minutes of the Electric Commission meeting of 6/17/09 was provided for review.

Information was provided from the League of MN Cities and Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities regarding issues and legislation of interest or concern to the City.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Johnson that the meeting be adjourned at 8:10 p.m. Upon roll call all voted aye.
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