REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MARCH 23, 2009
Members Present:  Mayor Ladewig, Council members Johnson, Benson, Dahl, Wolter
Mayor Ladewig called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
Motion by Wolter seconded by Johnson to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of discussion on a proposed market profile for the business community. Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Benson to approve the March 9, 2009, council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Mayor asked at this time if there were any audience members wishing to be heard, with the following persons speaking:
· Gordon Johnson, CRV Mayor, acknowledged and accepted the City’s invitation to resume discussions on the wastewater agreement and to identify areas of concerns and potential corrections to the issues.  Johnson stated CRV has retained Davy Engineering for assistance.  The Council asked for this item to be placed on the next regular meeting agenda.
The following correspondence was received and reviewed:

· Letter from Verizon Wireless notifying the City of the merger of Alltel with Verizon assuming all obligations and responsibility for the operations and for administration of the cell site lease.
· Letter from Brian Krambeer, CEO of Tri-County Electric inviting the Council to their 73rd Annual meeting on 4/15/09 at the TEC Office.

Following discussion and clarification there was a Motion by Wolter seconded by Dahl to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of bills paid through 2/20/09.

Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Wolter seconded by Benson to approve Resolution 2009-022 acknowledging the receipt of the draft wastewater facility plan and calling for a public hearing to be set for April 27, 2009.  The Facility Plan includes long term planning taking into account state requirements, licensing requirements and the status of the CRV agreement for use of the facility.  The report will provide a history of plant, history of upgrades and anticipation of future needs. Upon roll call all voted aye.

Jeff Copley, Public Works Director and Phil Gaddis, Creekside Playground Committee discussed with the Council the site for the rebuilding of the playground structure.  Discussion was held on the drainage needed in the area, pathways that are or will be removed due to flood damage, fill and contouring work needed, removal of damaged trees and planting of new trees.  Site plans were provided via overhead projection, indicating the contour lines and natural waterway flow lines with engineering recommendations.  Two options were presented:  Option A places the playground to the north and east of the original site, with very little green space between the parking lot and playground.  Option B places the playground closer to the original site, situated between the two large shelters.  Two damaged trees will be removed which will allow for better contouring of the area and after the playground is constructed, appropriate trees will be planted. New pathways would be created to connect the playground and shelters and would be designed to facilitate the water flow out/around the area.  Discussion was held on wanting to provide a larger green space between the parking lot and playground for esthetic balance and for potential use during festivities or other city-wide events.  The shape of the new playground is more squared off than the original and can be adjusted or angled for the best fit. Motion by Johnson seconded by Wolter to select Option B for placement of the playground, closest to the original playground site.  With a site specified, the fill and drainage contouring can be completed to address past drainage problems and alleviate future problems.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Airport Commission recently received sealed quotations for rental of approximately 35 acres of cropland at the airport, for a three year leasing period.  Three quotations were received with the Airport Commission recommending awarding the contract to Jim Woxland at $125.00 per acre per year.  Motion by Wolter seconded by Dahl to accept the recommendation of the Airport Commission and enter into a 3 year lease with Woxland at the above listed price.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held on the FAA notifications received to clear the Municipal Airport Runway 34 approach of tree obstacles.  This project would be eligible for NPIAS funding with 95% federal funding and a proposed bid package had been drafted by Mead & Hunt.  Motion by Wolter seconded by Dahl to proceed with the project and authorize letting bids when the bid documents are finalized.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Discussion was held on a proposal received from Alliant Energy for the testing of 41 pad mount transformers to verify the extent, if any, of flood related damages and to possibly reduce the line loss in the electrical distribution system, at a fixed cost of $24,500.00.  Following the flood, the three phase meters throughout the city were tested and corrections made and the transformers also need to be cleaned up and repaired to operate most efficiently.  Electric Commission member, Steve Thorson, had checked on the range of cost and scope of work and found Alliant’s price to be acceptable.  The Rushford Municipal Electric Commission has recommended the Alliant proposal be accepted. Portions of this work will be eligible for FEMA reimbursement.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Johnson to enter into an agreement with Alliant Energy for the transformer testing as specified above.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The EDA has recommended entering into a contract with the University of MN Extension Program for a market area profile.  The Rushford Community Foundation has agreed to fund the study and the Rushford Area Chamber of Commerce has submitted a letter of support for the project.  A meeting was held today with the consultant with Jim Wolter and Eric Arneson of the EDA, Joyce Iverson, Windy Block and Judy Graham to review the scope of the market area profile.  The profile is a three step process, will profile a 7-10 mile radius of the City and involve local business owners.  The profile is intended to help determine what services, supplies or businesses are needed yet in the area, which would be successful and how existing businesses can apply this information to their own operations to be the most productive.  Motion by Benson seconded by Wolter to authorize entering into an agreement with the University of MN Extension Program, contingent upon the commitment of the Rushford Community Foundation providing the funding.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
It was noted board openings still remain on the Tree Board and Electric Commission.

Upcoming meeting dates include:  Tree Board 4/6/09, Library Board 4/6/09; Rushford EDA 4/7/09, Airport Commission 4/20/09, Planning Commission 4/21/09; RME 4/15/09.  Electric Commission meeting minutes of  February 18, 2009 were provided for review.  Airport Commission meeting minutes of 2/17/09 were provided for review.

A great deal of information was provided from the League of MN Cities and Coalition of Greater MN Cities on areas of interest or concern to the City, specifically the state budget deficit and impact to Cities.

Administrator Block reported on the following:

· Mayor Ladewig and Administrator Block will be at the Capital on March 26th to visit with legislators on areas of concern to the City as part of the CGMC legislative Day.
· Representative Davids is seeking legislation to help release the 2005 Brownfield Grant Funding originally earmarked for the RINTek project.  It has been determined the funding guidelines can not be met by RINTek’s proposed project, and rather than give up the use of the funds, a reallocation for the use of the funds is being sought, namely for a community center.  RINTek supplied a letter of support for these funds to be released for a community project.  The Council expressed their thanks and appreciation to RINTek for their efforts and commitment to the community.
· The Council expressed thanks to city staff for the recent painting and upgrading in the City Hall building.

Motion by Wolter seconded by Dahl that the meeting be adjourned.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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