REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JANUARY 10, 2011
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Honsey, Bunke, Roberton

Absent:  None
At 5:30 p.m. a work session was held with Chief Sam Stensgard regarding the operations of the Rushford Police Department.  Discussion included current full-time and part-time personnel, public perception of the police, areas for cost reductions, challenges for the department, dangers of rural policing, ramifications of less patrol hours, issues with new DUI and use of force laws, issues with calls in the City of Rushford Village, why CRV has no contract with any department, coordinating efforts with the Sheriff’s Department and various miscellaneous policing questions.  Council members Roberton and Honsey thanked the officers, stating they do a good job; Council member Bunke stated he believes that is the case but that discussions need to be held with the County and CRV regarding police service. 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the regular meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Bunke to approve the December 27, 2010 council meeting minutes with the correction of the following sentence from page three, second to last paragraph:  “Motion by Bunke seconded by Hallum to adopt Resolution 2010-044”……with the remainder of that portion of the sentence being correct.  Upon roll call all voted aye. 
Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to approve the January 3, 2011, special council meeting minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard, with no one wishing to speak at this time.

The following communications were received:

· Notification of the Rushford Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet, January 22, 2011, at the American Legion Hall; wine tasting provided by Rushford Municipal Liquor Store, dinner, annual meeting and guest speaker Senator Jeremy Miller.
Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid and to be paid along with accompanying fund summary report for period ending 01/10/11
· Approval of Financial Statement and Investment Report.

· Approval of December Police Dept. revenue and expense report.

· Approval of December Police Dept. activity report

· Approval of December Public Works overtime/banked hours report.

Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to adopt the attached list of regular meeting dates for the Rushford City Council for the 2011 calendar year; typically the second and fourth Mondays of the month, with some variations due to scheduling around official holidays.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to appoint Councilmember Robert Dahl as “Acting Mayor” to preside at meetings of the council in the absence of the Mayor and shall in the absence of the Mayor from the City or during his disability be acting Mayor with full power.  Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Hallum, Honsey, Bunke, Roberton.  Voting No:  Dahl.  Motion carried.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to appoint the following Council members to serve as liaisons and/or voting members on the following commissions or boards:

Planning Commission:  Robert Dahl; Airport Commission:  Mark Honsey; Library Board:  Chris Hallum; EDA:  Vern Bunke and Ted Roberton; Rushford Municipal Electric:  Vern Bunke; Tree Board:  Mark Honsey; Community Education:  Chris Hallum.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to reappoint Jack O’Donnell and Herb Highum to serve three year terms each on the Planning Commission.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

It was noted Luther Myhro has chosen not to serve on the Board of Zoning Adjustment and Appeals and one appointee will be needed for a four year term.  The attached letter of thanks will be sent to Myhro for his 14 years of service.

Motion by Honsey seconded by Bunke to reappoint Jeff Bunke and Steve Thorson to serve three year terms each on the Rushford Municipal Electric Commission.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

It was noted one position remains on the Electric Commission and one position on the Tree Board.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to appoint the following agencies and persons to the positions as listed:

Health Officer:  John Peterson, MD; Animal Control:  Robert Brand; Primary Bank Depository:  Associated Bank; Secondary Bank Depository:  Rushford State Bank; Forrester:  Public Works Director until City Administrator hired; Newspaper:  Tri-County Record; Fire Marshall:  Fire Chief; Emergency Operations Director:  Police Chief until City Administrator hired.  Upon roll call the following voted aye:  Hallum, Dahl, Honsey, Bunke.  Abstaining:  Roberton.  Motion carried.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Roberton to approve the request of the Rushford Ambulance Service to appoint the following officers:  Medical Director:  Dr. John Peterson; Asst. Ambulance Director:  Bruce Hovland; Training Officer:  Lynn Humble; Financial Officer:  Dennis Overland; Maintenance Officer:  Curt Courrier.  The following charges will also be effective 1/1/11 CPR/First Aid class fees will increase to $35.00 per student.  Instructors will receive $50.00 per class.  Costs have increased for supplies, parts, and length of teaching time and will be covered by the increased fee.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve Resolution 2011-001 Setting a Public Hearing on MS 429 Improvement Project to consider improvements to streets, storm sewer, water system and sanitary systems located on various properties in the City.  Streets affected include High Street from the Levee to Watt Street; Center Street from the west loop to TH 43, First Street north of Center Street; Second Street north of Center Street; Northview Street from High Street to TH 43; Watt Street from the intersection of Watt and High to about 150’ west of the intersection.  Otomo Engineering had earlier provided information to the Council on the scope of work needing to be completed, the estimated cost and the proposed timeline for same.  Notice of the public hearing will be published as well as notices mailed to property owners which will be benefited from this project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

BDM Consulting Engineering provided a memo recapping the feasibility study conducted on the necessary WWTP improvements and subsequent approval of those plans and specifications by the MN PCA.  The project schedule includes advertisements for bids and preparation of the PFA Loan Application documents.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to authorize advertisement for bids with a bid opening date of February 10, 2011.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to authorize BDM Engineering to work with City staff to prepare the PFA loan application package for the WWTP upgrade project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Honsey to direct BDM Engineering to work with City staff and two Council members to work with the City of Rushford Village regarding the plant upgrade costs, sewer rates and the renewal and updating of the agreement for services for south Rushford.  Hallum and Bunke volunteered to serve on the committee.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Discussion was held on the possibility of Sentence to Service (STS) personnel providing light construction work on the interior of the community center building.  F&L Management would continue to serve as the general contractor on behalf of this city building and would enter into an agreement to reimburse the cost of materials used during this phase of construction.  This would allow work to continue on the building over the winter months while awaiting final financing arrangements with F&L.  The EDA had discussed this aspect of the project as they discussed potential financing packages for the area and agreed it would be best to continue to move forward taking advantage of the free labor.  Discussion was held on the ability of the STS crew to complete the work properly, inspection process to follow, need to work with the HVAC and electrical contractors and need to determine how the City can apply credit to the cost of the project.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to authorize PWD Copley to move forward on the project and make use of STS labor to work on the interior of the community center building.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Next item of business was for Council members Honsey and Dahl to review the tentative liquor store income/expense report for December.  It was noted there had been some interest expressed by persons interested in the on-sale portion of the liquor store and persons asking to consider the option of reopening the on-sale portion of the business.  Discussion was held on allowing time to see how the off-sale business does over the next quarter and to see how expenses may be affected by the partial closing.  Items such as the heating system, licensing, insurance, security custodial and supplies have been addressed but areas of savings are not yet known.  Hours of operation are now Noon-10 pm M-Th and 9am – 10 pm F & S, making use of one full-time and three part-time employees.  The committee recommended the creation of a temporary citizen advisory group to help offer insight and ideas as to the operation and potential changes.  Council member Honsey noted he felt the council needed to exercise due diligence to find the best solutions, careful weigh options and potential changes and not rush to make physical changes to the structure.  Motion by Dahl seconded by Roberton to advertise for persons interested in serving on an advisory committee with applications to be handed in by 4:30 p.m. January 24, 2011.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Upcoming meeting dates were listed:  Tree Board 02/03/11; Library Board 03/0111; Rushford EDA 02/01/11; Airport Commission 01/19/11; Planning Commission 01/18/11; RME 01/12/11.  
Updates were provided on the following on going projects:

· 2009 Improvement Project – assessments have been filed with the County
· Levee Corrective Measures Project – property descriptions and site work continues, borings have been completed and bi-weekly conference calls are ongoing with all affected parties

· Rush Creek Bike Trail Project – planning continues with the DNR to meet their paperwork requirements and to address potential changes in the route

· Administrator Search process – scoring of the 24 applications is in progress with the deadline for completion set for 1/19/11

· Branding Committee – Doug Botcher is the new chairperson of the committee; Council member Bunke provided a brief report on the meeting he attended
· Tri-City Planning Committee – some discussion was held on adding other City items of concern to the discussions rather than just land use planning

Motion by Dahl seconded by Roberton that the meeting be adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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