REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF JANUARY 24, 2011
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Bunke, Roberton

Absent:  Honsey
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda acknowledging additional supporting documents for existing agenda items. Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Roberton seconded by Bunke to approve the minutes of the January 10, 2011 council meeting as presented clarifying that the savings in costs by using STS labor on the community center project are savings to the City, not the developer.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

The Mayor asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard, with the following person addressing the council:  Roger Colbenson regarding the letter from FEMA on the community center;  is anyone accountable, is anyone bonded, did anyone know what was going on?  Need to get to the bottom of this.

The following communications were received:
· Thank you letter for the City’s continued support and partnership with Southern MN Initiative Foundation (SMIF).
· Thank you letter for the City’s continued support and partnership with Semcac Retired & Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP).

· Letter from Southeastern MN Development Corporation (SEMDC) announcing its official corporate name change to Community and Economic Development Associates (CEDA).

· Press release of Snow Bowl 2011 Creekside Park, 2/6/11 highlighting opening of the skating rink for various outdoor winter recreational activities.

· Letter from Scott Tarras announcing his resignation from the Airport Commission effective 1/19/11. Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to accept the recommendation and acknowledge with thanks his service on the commission.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

· Letter from MN Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) granting approval of the plans and specifications for the construction of improvements to the Rushford Wastewater Treatment System as submitted by BDM Consulting Engineers.
A letter was received from FEMA Region V denying the improved project request for project worksheet #1031 Community Center Project.  This letter is in reply to the City’s request for formal documentation of this determination.  Application for an Alternate Project is available, capped at $534,043.80, noting such application needs to be submitted prior to commencing any work on another project.  It was noted that last fall a verbal report had indicated lack of payment for the enhanced community center project in the Himlie Business Park, rather than the renovation of the Tenborg Center.  Written notification of this fact had not been received until now and indicated denial of funding was due to construction beginning prior to the required historic and environmental reviews were conducted. Clerk Zacher will make contact with the FEMA representatives to verify which types of projects qualify for application for alternate project funding.  Discussion was also held on determining liability and/or responsibility for any errors or omissions of past administration and council. Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to direct Attorney Chiglo to review the records, files and processes followed to see if liabilities could be determined and to summarize for the Council FEMA policies and procedures.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Roberton seconded by Bunke to approve the consent agenda consisting of approval of payment of verified claims for the period ending 01/27/11 as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Fire Chief, Dave Lombard, provided the Council with the annual appointment of Fire Dept. Officers, Relief Association Board members, Meeting and Events scheduled for 2011 and training, seminars and workshops scheduled for 2011.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to approve the appointments, meetings, events and training as provided on the Fire Chief memo and thanked the Department for a job well done.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
A memo was received from Police Chief Sam Stensgard requesting the hiring of Joel Johnson as a full-time licensed officer, to work on a part-time basis for the Rushford Police Dept.  It was noted there are only two part-time officers currently on staff and Johnson would help fill hours as needed when full-time officers are unable to work.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Bunke to approve the hiring of Joel Johnson as a part-time police officer to work on an as-needed basis.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to approve Resolution 2011-002 Resolution of Application Clean Water Revolving Fund Loan – applying to the MN Public Facilities Authority for a loan estimated to be $1,100,000.00 for improvements to upgrade the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Roberton to approve the Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund & Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund Application packet and authorize the Mayor to sign appropriate compliance and statement forms.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to approve Resolution 2011-003 Accepting a Donation of Land via Quit Claim Deed from the Rushford State Bank, Parcel #06.0373.02, located along Winona Street.  The site will be used as a potential site for recreation purposes and/or green space in connection with the bike trail project.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Roberton to approve entering into two (2) agreements with the State of Minnesota Dept of Natural Resources for a reimbursement grant in the amount of $175,000.00 to construct one miles of new trail connecting the 42 mile Root River State Trail to the Rushford Area and for a Sub grant Agreement under the Federal Recreational Trail Program in the amount of $125,000.00 for the same project.  Attorney Chiglo has reviewed the documents.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

A proposal was reviewed by BDM Consulting Engineering, for a not-to-exceed cost of $12,600., to work with city staff describing the FEMA project worksheet process, requirements, and coordination needed with officials to clarify projects and complete auditing requirements.  Motion by Bunke seconded by Roberton to approve the BDM proposal as detailed.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

An application was received from Heather Larson volunteering to serve on the Zoning Board of Adjustments & Appeals.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to approve the appointment of Larson for a four year term on the Board. Upon roll call all voted aye.

It was noted one position appointment remains to be filled on the Tree Board, one on the Electric Commission and one on the Airport Commission.
Upcoming meeting dates were listed:  Tree Board 02/03/11; Library Board 02/03/11; Rushford EDA 02/02/11; Airport Commission 02/22/11; Planning Commission 02/15/11; RME 02/16/11; Special County Meeting 01/31/11 Public Hearing on Improvements.  
Councilmember Bunke reported the Electric Commission had met in January with Brian Krambeer, Tri-County Electric, regarding collaborative efforts such as billing, operations, maintenance agreements, possibility of territory exchanges and acquisitions.  
Six persons had submitted applications expressing interest in serving on the Liquor Store Advisory Committee.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to approve the appointment of Cindy Creswell, Jim Kitchens, Jim Wolters, Juanita Ladewig, Toni Highum and Norris Kinneberg to the Liquor Advisory Committee.  When Councilmember Honsey returns, a meeting date will be determined.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
The Administrator Search Team had completed the scoring process of the 24 applications submitted with the resulting scoring being reviewed at this time.  Discussion was held on the number of candidates to be invited to the oral interview process.  A distinct break in scoring was evident for the top ten candidates as well as for the top seven candidates.  Motion by Roberton seconded by Dahl to contact the candidates and other search team members and set up the oral interview process for the top seven candidates.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Updates were provided on the following on going projects:

· 2009 Improvement Project -  work continues on paperwork wrap up and planning for final spring completion
· Levee Corrective Measures Project – minutes were provided of the last conference call minutes which summarized activities to date
· Tri-City Planning Committee – agenda items for the 2/22/11 meeting were provided for review
· Annual Rushford Area Chamber of Commere Meeting – held in January with a special presentation being given regarding the Branding Committee and their goals and progress

· Sewer Committee Meeting with City of Rushford Village – set for 1/27/11 to update and amend the existing sewer contract with assistance from BDM Engineering

Councilmember Bunke asked that each council member consider goals and priorities for 2011 and send to Mayor Hallum for compilation.

Motion by Roberton seconded by Bunke that the meeting be adjourned at 8:00 p.m.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
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