CHRIS HALLUM – Mayor (12/31/11)
ROBERT DAHL, Acting Mayor (12/31/11)
VERN BUNKE, Councilor (12/31/13)
MARK HONSEY, Councilor (12/31/13)
TED ROBERTON, Councilor (12/31/11)

_______________________________________________________________________
RUSHFORD CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
Monday
February 14, 2011
6:30 pm
CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS

RUSHFORD, MINNESOTA
5:30 P.M. Department Head Work Session
1.  Call to Order
2.  Additions/Deletions/Modifications to Agenda
3.  Approval of Minutes 

3.  (A) Regular Meeting of January 24, 2011 – see attached minutes
3.  (B) Special Meeting of January 31, 2011 – see attached minutes

4.  Appearance of Interested Citizens
5.  Notices/Communications/Announcements
5.  (A) Notification received from Fillmore County Zoning Office giving notice of a public hearing scheduled for 7:10 p.m. 2/17/11 at the Fillmore County Courthouse for the purpose of removing the City of Wykoff from the jurisdiction of the Fillmore County’s Zoning Ordinance as they have adopted their own Zoning Ordinance effective 1/1/11.
5.  (B) Annual Membership/Donation letter from the Rushford Area Historical Society, highlighting their 2010 activities, detailing future plans and encouraging continued support of their efforts.
5.  (C) Letter received from FEMA Region V granting approval of Project 1830.08 Burying Overhead Power Lines, funding provided through the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program in the amount of $180,464.00.  See 8(G) below to enter into the grant contract.
5.  (D)  Notification of  League of MN Cities Legislative Conference for Cities,  scheduled for March 24, 2011, St. Paul, MN  - see attached form to register
6.  Consent Agenda
6.  (A) Approval of Verified Claims and Fund Summary Report for the

reporting period ending February 14, 2011—see attachment.


6.  (B) Approval of the Financial Statement and Investment Report-

see attached reports

5. (C) Approval of the Police Department Revenue & Expense Report—see

attached report 

6. (D) Approval of the Police Department Activity Report—see attached

6.  (E) Approval of the PWD Overtime & Banked Hours Report—see attached

6.  (F)   Consideration of renewal of the annual Agreement with Fillmore County for 

the 2011 Ambulance Subsidy Contract. The subsidy provides funding of $4,500.00 for each Ambulance Service in Fillmore County to provide emergency and non-emergency services – see attached agreement
7.  (G)  Approval of annual lodging tax report – see attached
7.  Public Hearing.
8.  General Business. 
8. (A) Consideration of a letter from the Rushford Library Board requesting an 
Alternate Use Project for FEMA funds that were originally designated for the community center.   The Board requests an application be submitted to use these funds for the Library Building Project which would help revitalize the downtown area and benefit the entire community – see attached letter and hear from Library Board members.

(1) FEMA representatives have indicated via email: “Any project that benefits the community can be an alternate project.  Attached is from the FEMA PA digest.  They are pretty open on what type of project is acceptable.  The big issue with FEMA is on new construction, FEMA must approve the project prior to construction.”   - see attached page from FEMA digest.
8. (B )  Consideration of approving recommendation from the Economic 

Development Authority (EDA) to remain in second position on the Category 2 business flood recovery loan to Connaughty Industries, Inc. and MBC properties, LLC in order for the business to pursue other banking options to support their rapid growth – see attached excerpt from EDA minutes of February 1, 2011.

8.  (C) Consideration of any other recommendations or updates on projects as

brought forth by the Economic Development Authority (EDA).  Staff, Joyce Iverson, will be present to provide information and answer questions. 

8. (D) Receive report from Attorney Chiglo on research of community center 

project and consideration of any official action as may be recommended.
8.  (E) Consideration of adopting Resolution No. 2011-005 approving the

position of the City that it has no objection to an application for the "Renewal of an Optional 2 A.M. Liquor License" that would grant lawful liquor sales by Stumpy's Restaurant, Inc. at 120 Jessie Street, Rushford, MN --see attached resolution
8.  (F) Consideration of adopting Resolution No. 2011-006 approving the

position of the City that it has no objection to an application for the "Renewal of an Optional 2 A.M. Liquor License" that would grant lawful liquor sales by Kitchens Enterprises, Inc., at Nordic Lanes, 403 S. Mill Street, Rushford, MN - see attached resolution
8. (G) Consideration of entering into a contract with Homeland Security &

Emergency Management (HSEM) for Grant Contract #2000-15509 for the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program in the amount of  $180,464.00 for upgrading the electrical system from overhead to underground service in specified sections of the City of Rushford.  Following execution of the grant contracts, Tom Nigon of PowerPlus Engineering will continue working with the Rushford Municipal Electric Board for the necessary preparation of plans/specifications and project details.  See attached HSEM paperwork.

8.  (H) Consideration of nominating and approving the appointment of a
Volunteer citizen to the respective board and commission as listed below. 
Tree Board [one (1) appointee is needed]
1. ________________________ (Unexpired term – January 2012)
Municipal Electric Commission (RME) [one (1) appointee is needed]
1. ________________________ (Unexpired term – January 2012)
Airport Commission [one (1) appointee is needed]

1.  ______________________ (Unexpired term – June 2011)
9.  Ordinances—None
10.  Reports, Updates, and Miscellaneous:  
10.  (A) Tree Board (Honsey)—next meeting March 3, 2011, 7:00 am
10.  (B) Library Board (Hallum)—next meeting March 1, 2011, 6:30 pm
10.  (C) Rushford EDA (Bunke, Roberton)—next mtg. March 1, 2011, 6:30 am
10.  (D) Airport Commission (Honsey)—next meeting February 22nd, 6:30 pm
10.  (E) Planning Commission (Dahl)—next meeting February 15th, 6:30 pm
10.  (F) Rushford Municipal Electric (Bunke) — February 16th, 6:00 pm
10.  (G) Liquor Advisory Committee Meeting - February 17th, 6:30 pm at Muni
10.  (H)  Administrator Search Team – Candidate Interviews – February 19th all day
City Hall
10.  (I) CGMC and LMC updates – see attached
10.  (J) Updates/Reports Staff
1. 2009 Municipal Street and Utility Improvement Project  - on-site monitoring visit conducted by PFA staff  to review general project files, accounting and audit requirements, project agreement compliance, compliance with labor standards and so forth
2. Levee Corrective Measures Project -
3. Rush Creek Bike Trail Project  - design engineering has started with continued coordination with other engineering firms for proper documentation of rights-of-way and easements
4.  WWTP Upgrade Project – bids were opened 2/10/11 and paperwork is being reviewed by BDM Engineering – apparent low bidder is Wapasha Construction $1,096,000.00 – work continues with PFA loan application, and MPCA coordination.  Recommendation is anticipated from BDM for action to be taken at the 2/28/11 meeting
5. Labor/Management Issues -
6. Update on Administrator Search Progress -  Decision needs to be made on possible video chat interview- poll of search team members was about 50/50
7. Update on Branding Committee – report on meeting held Feb 2nd
8. Tri-City Planning Committee – report on meeting held Feb 2nd 
9.  Sewer Committee Meeting with CRV – report on meeting held Jan 27th – next meeting scheduled for 6 p.m. 2/21/11 to review  proposed amended language
11.  Adjournment
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