Tree Trimming
Guidelines for Electrical Line Tree Trimming

In accordance with the mission of the City of Rushford Electrical Utility Commission to maintain a high quality, safe, and reliable electrical distribution system, the following policy guidelines are established for proper tree trimming and electrical line maintenance.
Any tree that has grown into power lines demands immediate attention. The City of Rushford will arrange for a qualified technician to prune or remove the tree, eliminating any electrical hazard. 

Under no circumstances should home owners attempt to prune trees close to power lines. Trees should never be sheared or topped. Acceptance tree trimming techniques include the “V-shaped” and “side-trim” methods. The “V-shaped” method is used on trees growing directly beneath power lines. Entire branches are removed from the center of the tree while side branches are allowed to grow up and away from the power lines.

Side-trim technique is used where trees are growing alongside power lines. Only these branches interfering with the lines are removed. Tipping – removing the ends of side branches – will cause excessive sprouting, and may make it necessary for tree - trimming crews to revisit the offending tree frequently.

Branches are properly removed at their point of origin or back to a side branch of sufficient size to assume dominance.

Badly deformed trees should be removed. Trees that are very old, structurally weak, or require frequent trimming should be removed.
Dead trees that are a hazard to the primary high voltage lines will be removed by a qualified technician.

Dead or dangerous vegetation that threatens the primary line will be removed. All vines will be cut and treated on poles and guide wires.
Primary High Voltage Lines:
Primary High Voltage Lines will have a minimum clear-cut area under the line of 8 ft. (4 feet on either side.) the exception being where an established privacy or boundary hedge is present. This will only be allowed when it is not a threat to our reliability. If it becomes a threat, the City of Rushford has the right to trim or cut what is needed to restore our reliability. Shrubs shall be permitted outside the 8 ft. boundary. Small trees under 15 ft. may be planted 15 ft. from the clear cut zone. Medium trees up to 40 ft. may be planted 35 ft. from the clear cut zone and large trees, over 40 ft., may be planted 45 ft. from the clear cut zone. Trees which encroach into the contact clearance area will be trimmed so that there is at least 12 ft. of clearance on either side of the closest energized phase wire. 
Secondary Low Voltage Lines: Where possible, a minimum of 5 ft. clearance on open secondaries and 3 ft. clearance on triplex will be observed on all sides of the suspended secondary low voltage line.
Damage to Property: If the property owner opposes the trimming clearance of the Secondary Low Voltage line, and the tree(s) in question are not trimmed to the minimum contact clearance specifications; the property owner will be responsible for any and all damage to his or her property. If the damage involves the supply circuit transformer, electrical service will not be restored until the property owner resolves the problem to the minimum safe specifications established by the Rushford Electric Utility Commission and set forth in this written policy.
Routine Tree Maintenance: Routine tree maintenance will be conducted on a five (5) year recurring cycle, or on a case-by-case basis as necessary. The routine recurring maintenance will include at least one of the Utility’s circuits per year. The decision as to which circuit is scheduled for routine maintenance will be at the discretion of the Rushford Electric Utility Commission, and as approved by the Rushford City Council. The City will pay the entire cost associated with the maintenance of the Primary High Voltage Lines. Trimming of trees on the Secondary Low Voltage Lines that are service drops to a customer will be at the customer’s expense.
Qualified Technician:   Insured contractor with the appropriate experience and training to trim around or remove trees from power lines. Contractor must register references, qualifications, and insurance certificate at City Hall.
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Per trimming guidelines.
Caution: Homeowners shall not try to trim trees interfering with their service drops! The local electrician is qualified to trim near power lines.
