REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES OF MARCH 22, 2010
Members Present:  Mayor Hallum, Council members Dahl, Honsey, Bunke
Excused:  Roberton

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Mayor Hallum called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Motion by Bunke seconded by Dahl to approve the agenda as presented with the addition of terms of agreement for a job position. Upon roll call all voted aye.

Motion by Dahl seconded by Honsey to approve the March 8, 2010 minutes as presented.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Mayor Hallum asked if there were any citizens wishing to be heard with the following speaking:

· Herb Highum would prefer the citizen time to speak at the end of the meeting so they could ask questions regarding business that had taken place; council members should remember to speak loud enough for visitors to hear; wished council members had been present at the Hoiland Mill for the Chamber quarterly meeting as the speaker, Eric Bunge of the Commonweal Theatre, was very good and all could learn from him regarding working together with the Chamber and various organizations.

· Mayor Hallum noted that the night of meeting was a very busy evening, but that he expects there will be better attendance in the future

· Brett Hyter, representing Root River Community Church, discussed the requirement to blacktop the church parking lot.  He noted they are planning to complete the blacktop, but request more time until it is more economically feasible.  It was noted the Planning Commission had discussed this issue at their last meeting and the Church could send a representative to their next meeting scheduled for April 20th.

The following notices were received:

· Thank you card from Susan Hart and Vern Bunke regarding their trails and tourism presentation at the last meeting.
· A report was reviewed from Ted Roberton regarding the ad hoc committee meeting with Mayor Hallum and representatives of the City of Rushford Village to discuss issues of common concern.  Roberton’s memo discussed the sale of water to CRV; offering a plan to sell water using a cost accounting method where no distribution costs would be factored in to the CRV water cost.  Mayor Hallum noted that no other items were discussed; rather they chose to concentrate on one issue at a time.
Administrator Block noted the last negotiations with CRV had ended with the need for an  agreement to have an engineering study done to see if it is indeed possible to supply water to CRV, how best to accomplish that and what steps are necessary to obtain Department of Health approval.  It was noted the former council had agreed to split the cost with the Village if they agreed.  A letter had been given to CRV detailing the need for obtaining a qualified opinion from our engineer, the need for each entity to know what each will have to pay to supply the water, and the proposed rate to CRV as an industrial use customer, which was fair to them and to city residents as well.  Mayor Hallum noted that no mention was made of an engineering study during their discussions.  Councilmember Bunke felt there was no reason to incur costs for Rushford residents if CRV isn’t ready to commit to the project; also that staff needed to be involved to provide the background and support information.  Councilmember Dahl felt CRV should pay for the entire study; Councilmember Honsey asked for a commitment from CRV to pay for the entire study if they back away from the project.  Considerable discussion was held on the history of negotiations to date, and the proposed rate as reviewed by city engineers and MN Rural Water, taking into account that city infrastructure must be used to get the water from the well to South Rushford.   Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to direct staff to send CRV a letter stating the City is willing to enter into an engineering study.  If CRV responds that they are interested in proceeding, the City engineer will draw up a plan of action for the study.  Upon roll call all voted aye.  

Motion by Dahl seconded by Bunke to approve the consent agenda consisting of the following:

· Approval of list of bills paid thru 3/19/10.
· Reminder of special council meeting 3/29/10 for library funding public hearing.

Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Bunke seconded by Honsey to approve Resolution 2010-008 acknowledging with thanks a donation from Connaughty Sales, an in-kind donation of $500.00 for the Fire Department emergency rescue sled.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve Resolution 2010-009 approving the Exemption from Lawful Gambling License for the Hardwood Country Sportsman’s Club fund raising activity to be held 4/24/10 at Nordic Lanes.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

Representatives of Habitat for Humanity made a request to have building permit fees waived for the construction of the duplex they have planned on Winona Street.  It was noted that building permit fees pay for the necessary inspections and the state surcharge fee and that even if fees were waived, the state would still need to be paid and CMS would still need to be paid for services.  It was suggested that Habitat personnel ask CMS if they would waive some of their fees, or if the Winona building inspector would provide services at no cost.  Staff was directed to work with the applicant and the matter will be brought back to the council for further review.
Discussion was held on a proposal to create a part-time maintenance position in the public works department.  The position description, pay scale and benefit schedule fits with existing pay equity, job descriptions and has been reviewed and approved by Local 1944.  The position will also serve as a transition tool upon the retirement of existing public works personnel.  Pay for the position will be divided between utility funds and three categories of the general fund.  Motion by Honsey seconded by Dahl to approve the Letter of Agreement creating the part-time maintenance worker position, hourly rate of pay and benefits.  Upon roll call all voted aye.
It was noted one opening remains on the Planning Commission.
Upcoming meeting dates were noted:  Tree Board 4/8/10; Library Board 5/3/10; EDA 4/6/10; Airport Commission 4/19/10; Planning Commission 4/20/10; RME 4/21/10.  Minutes from the Airport meeting of March 15th were provided for review as were minutes from the March 16th Planning Commission meeting and the March 17th Electric Commission meeting.  
Information was provided for review from the League of MN Cities and Coalition of Greater MN Cities regarding issues and pending legislation of concern to the City; specifically LGA unallotment issues.
Administrator Block reported funding for the levee repair project was still in the pending bonding bill yet to be voted on; noting as with most bonded funding, matching funds are required.  A Federal EDA grant has been submitted as well as requests to the DNR and Representative Davids had called to state he was looking for other funding as well.  Some discussion was held with MDOT regarding raising approximately 800’ of Hwy 43 from the north end bridge to Pine Meadows Lane.
Eric Bunge, of the Commonweal Theatre in Lanesboro was the guest speaker at the quarterly Chamber meeting and spoke of the 20 year history of the revitalization of Lanesboro and growth of tourism.  One of his most important messages to the group was there was no need to hire fancy experts, as the ideas and ability to make things happen were right among each person attending. 
Motion by Honsey seconded by Bunke that the meeting be adjourned.  Upon roll call all voted aye.

****************************************************

Following a brief recess, an informal work session was convened.

Administrator Block reviewed the history of LGA, purpose of LGA, history of unallotments, consequences of cuts and potential affects on tax levys.
Public Works Director Jeff Copley provided a quick review of water department issues he had covered at the last work session.  At this time council members proceeded to the water treatment plant for a tour of the facility.
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