SECTION 1 - INTRODUCTION


Rushford, faced with tough questions regarding annexation, economic development, fiscal fairness, environmental concerns and future growth issues, identified the need to review its development policies in a comprehensive manner. The City Council and the Planning Commission took the lead in reviewing development policies and issues as they relate to the future stability and growth of the community.  

The manner in which a community develops is determined by a wide variety of unique characteristics which comprise the "community".  The community's people, businesses, organizations, history and culture, combined with the city's physical attributes, infrastructure, location and natural setting help define the community.

The goal of the comprehensive planning process is to not only define the Rushford community today, but to create a clear vision for its future.  The community has planned for its future in many ways, from formal planning programs to review and analysis of individual projects.  Direction has been provided for the type and level of growth that has occurred. 

At times this planning has resulted from a careful, conscious, thoughtful decision making process.  At other times, reactionary decisions and inadequately planned actions have dictated portions of the community's growth.

The planning commission and city council are the official public bodies formally charged with planning for the community's physical growth and implementing those plans.  Other boards, groups and agencies can also directly or indirectly impact the development of the community.  However, reality places the greatest burden of this responsibility for developing and adopting plans and policies for the benefit of the community on the city council and planning commission. 

It should also be understood that a comprehensive plan does not form a rigid set of rules by which a community makes all decisions over the next 20 years.  Rather, it is a process and a framework which is intended to guide development; a measuring point from which proposals, opportunities and discussions can be evaluated.  Such policies need to be specific enough to be understood, but general in a manner that encourages innovation, constructive challenges and alternate solutions in the community's best interest.  Most importantly, the plan must foster communication among community residents and organizations.  Through discussion of important issues impacting the community's development, its future direction can be successfully explored and evaluated.

This comprehensive plan is divided into sections and numbered in order to organize and separate sections and ideas.  The numbering of portions of this plan is not meant to prioritize importance unless specifically stated.  

This plan should be updated frequently. At minimum, an annual review of the contents and framework is needed to assure that the plan keeps pace with changing attitudes, opportunities, fiscal conditions as well as internal and external influences.


Goal . . . . to create a clear vision for the future


1.	Planning is an ongoing attempt to guide future development or redevelopment of a neighborhood, community or region in order to create and maintain a desirable environment and promote the public health, safety, welfare and convenience.

2.	The comprehensive planning process should reflect the aims, goals and ambitions of the citizens of the community or region.

3.	The planning process and programs should be devised in such a way as to assist the local officials in the day-by-day decision making process.

4.	The comprehensive plan drives the Economic Development Authority (EDA) in the development and redevelopment of the community.  It needs to be complete, impartial and show the past, present and future.

5.	The comprehensive plan is the driving force behind the city so it must be done right.
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