SUMMER TREE CARE TIPS
PRUNING:  Choose a dry day for summer pruning.  Prune for clearance over streets and sidewalks and around signs.  Remove suckers and sprouts.

MULCH & WATERING:  Maintain a 4” thickness of mulch around young trees.  Use chipped or shredded bark or wood, keeping the mulch about 6” away from the base of each tree.  Check soil moisture under the mulch.  Young trees need at least 15 gallons of water at a time.  Water early in the day and water during any week that there is less than an inch of rain.

CONTROL WEEDS:  Remove most weeds by hand and avoid mixing soil into the mulch as you pull weeds.  Use care with herbicides.  Most trees are broadleaf plants and they react to broadleaf weed killers the same way dandelions do.

WEED WHIP GUARDS:  Protect the base of vulnerable trees with a guard.  Use a piece of large diameter field drain tile about a foot long and slit one side to fit it around the base of the tree.
Tree Care tips brought to you by the Rushford Tree Board and the Minnesota Re-Leaf Association.
