SECTION 8 - TRANSPORTATION


A good transportation system is vital to the city's residential and business growth and stability.  As the city continues to position itself for growth, it is essential to look at existing and future transportation infrastructure and systems.  The goal of a transportation system is to provide safe and efficient access from all areas of the community.  

An important part of the city's potential growth is dependent on transportation. Highway access for residents, commuters and businesses alike is very important.  The city has good highway access with State Highway 43, 30 and 16 (see attached transportation map).  The city also has good access to nearby Interstate 90 and U.S. Highway 61 and 52.  This highway system provides a vital link with Rochester and Winona, Minnesota and LaCrosse, Wisconsin.  This highway system provides access for goods and services and links many commuters to and from the community for employment.

It was noted that the Highway 43 bridge crossing the Rush Creek is scheduled for replacement in 1996. The method and route of detouring traffic around this heavily used bridge needs to be studied and planned carefully.

A new connector street between Highway 16 and Highway 30 on the west edge of the city would be a solution to current traffic circulation problems.

A good walking/bike trail system throughout the city would be an asset to the transportation network as well as to the recreation and park system.  Additional parking near the state trail head is needed.

The snowmobile trail system in the city and region should continue to be improved, expanded and promoted.

Convenient parking for downtown businesses is vital to the future success of the central business district.  Employers and employees should continue to be reminded that prime parking areas should be kept available for customer use.

City streets and other transportation infrastructure should continue to be properly maintained to assure public health and safety.

A local cab or limousine service was identified as a need in the community.

Having two bridges across Rush Creek is of great benefit to the city's transportation system.  Traffic circulation is expedient and, in case of damage repair or replacement, the city has an alternate route to cross Rush Creek.

The local airport located two miles west of the city can be critical to retaining and attracting business and industry to the area.  The airport also attracts visitors and tourists to the area. The 3,700 foot paved and lighted runway can handle most private aircraft.  Fueling and maintenance are also available.
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